
Shipping a vehicle to or from Dallas does not need to be complicated. Whether you are relocating, purchasing a
car from another state, sending a vehicle to a family member, moving for work, or avoiding a long drive, auto
transport can provide a practical alternative to driving the vehicle yourself.

The key is to understand the process before booking. You should know how to compare quotes, how to verify the
company, what transport method to choose, how to prepare the vehicle, and what to inspect when the car
arrives.

Start With the Right Information
Before contacting vehicle shipping companies, gather basic details about your shipment. You will usually need
the vehicle year, make, model, condition, pickup location, delivery location, preferred dates, and preferred
transport method.

Tell the company whether the vehicle is running and whether it has any modifications or special conditions. A
lowered vehicle, lifted truck, oversized SUV, damaged automobile, custom vehicle, classic car, or non-running
vehicle may require additional planning.

Accurate details help the provider give you a more realistic quote and match your shipment with an appropriate
carrier. Incorrect information can lead to delays, changed pricing, or difficulties at pickup.

Understand Broker and Carrier Roles
Many customers first speak with an auto transport broker. Brokers arrange shipping by finding a carrier that can
transport the vehicle on the requested route. The carrier is the company that owns or operates the truck and
performs the physical transport.

Ask the company directly whether it is a broker, carrier, or both. If it is a broker, ask when you will receive the
assigned carrier’s name, contact details, registration information, insurance information, and pickup window.

For interstate shipments, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration requires auto transport brokers and
carriers to be registered. Both are issued MC Docket numbers, while carriers are also issued USDOT numbers.

Compare Written Quotes
Request written quotes from multiple providers. To make the comparison fair, provide each company with the
same vehicle details, route, pickup and delivery preferences, transport method, and condition information.

Ask whether the estimate includes booking fees, carrier fees, fuel-related charges, door-to-door service,
insurance, deposits, and any other possible costs. Find out how long the quote is valid and whether the price can
change after a carrier is assigned.

Do not choose based only on the lowest advertised price. A very low quote may not include all costs, may be
based on limited carrier availability, or may not reflect the services you actually need.

Select a Transport Method
Open transport is the most common vehicle shipping method. It usually costs less and is widely available, making
it a common option for everyday cars, trucks, SUVs, and crossovers.



Enclosed transport provides a covered trailer and added protection from weather, dust, road debris, and outside
exposure. It is often selected for classic cars, luxury vehicles, exotic automobiles, collector cars, restored vehicles,
and custom builds.

When comparing options, ask about carrier availability, expected pickup timing, estimated delivery range,
insurance, loading method, and the specific trailer type that will be used for your vehicle.

Know What Door-to-Door Means
Door-to-door shipping means the driver will try to collect and deliver your vehicle close to your requested
addresses. It is often convenient, but it does not guarantee that a large carrier can reach your exact driveway.

Large auto transport trucks may have trouble on narrow residential streets, routes with low-hanging trees,
crowded apartment complexes, gated communities, areas with limited parking, downtown locations, and roads
with sharp turns.

If access is limited, the driver may arrange to meet you at a nearby accessible location. This could be a public
parking area, shopping center, gas station, truck stop, or wide street where the truck can safely load or unload.

Prepare Your Car Before Pickup
Wash the vehicle before the carrier arrives. A clean car makes it easier to identify existing scratches, dents, chips,
cracked glass, wheel damage, and other cosmetic issues.

Take clear, date-stamped pictures from every angle. Photograph the front, rear, sides, roof, wheels, tires, mirrors,
bumpers, windows, hood, trunk, doors, interior, and any existing damage. Save these images until the shipment is
complete.

Remove personal items, valuables, toll tags, loose accessories, detachable items, and aftermarket equipment
unless the carrier has approved them in writing. Ask your provider about any restrictions on personal belongings
inside the vehicle.

Check Mechanical Readiness
If your vehicle is operable, ensure it can start, steer, brake, and roll safely. Check tire pressure, the battery, and
major fluid levels. Let the driver know about any mechanical issue that could affect loading or unloading.

Keep only a small amount of fuel in the tank, often around one-quarter, unless the carrier gives different
instructions. Excess fuel adds weight, while an empty tank may make the vehicle difficult to operate during
loading.

If the vehicle is inoperable, tell the shipping company before booking. Non-running vehicles may require a winch,
extra labor, or specialized equipment, which can affect Dallas car shipping price and carrier availability.

Review the Pickup Inspection
At pickup, the driver should inspect the Dallas Car Shipping vehicle and document visible condition on a bill of
lading or vehicle inspection report. This paperwork records the vehicle’s condition before transportation begins.

Walk around the vehicle with the driver. Confirm that existing dents, scratches, paint damage, windshield chips,
wheel issues, and other visible conditions are noted accurately.
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Keep a copy of the signed inspection report. It is an important record to compare against the condition of the
vehicle when it is delivered.

Stay Informed During Transit
Ask the company how updates will be provided during transport. You may receive information through a broker,
carrier dispatch team, driver, email, text message, or phone call.

Delivery timelines can change because of weather, traffic, road closures, mechanical problems, routing, hours-of-
service rules, carrier scheduling, and access issues. Ask for an estimated delivery window rather than relying on a
single guaranteed arrival time unless that service is explicitly included in your agreement.

Before delivery, confirm that an authorized person will be available to receive the vehicle. Arrange parking, meet
the driver at an accessible location if needed, and bring identification, payment, and any required documentation.

Inspect Your Vehicle at Delivery
Inspect the vehicle carefully before signing final delivery paperwork. Compare it with your pre-shipment
photographs and the original pickup inspection report.

Check the paint, panels, mirrors, wheels, tires, bumpers, windows, roof, hood, trunk, doors, and visible
components. Make sure the vehicle is in the same general condition recorded at pickup.

If you find new visible damage, write it on the bill of lading before signing. Take photographs immediately, retain
all moving records, and contact the carrier to request instructions for submitting a claim.

Keep Records Until the Shipment Is Complete
Keep the written quote, booking confirmation, carrier details, registration information, insurance documentation,
photos, pickup inspection report, delivery paperwork, payment records, and all messages related to your
shipment.

A bill of lading functions as a transportation contract and vehicle condition report, making it an important record
throughout the shipping process.

Organized documentation can help you resolve questions about charges, scheduling, condition reports, or
delivery concerns after the vehicle arrives.

Final Thoughts
Dallas vehicle shipping becomes easier when you understand each stage of the process. Start with accurate
vehicle information, compare complete written quotes, verify whether the company is a broker or carrier, and
select the appropriate transport method.

Prepare the vehicle carefully, inspect it at pickup and delivery, keep your paperwork organized, and choose a
provider that communicates clearly about timing, pricing, insurance, and carrier assignment.
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