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Navigating Polish Driving License Requirements: A Complete Guide

Acquiring or exchanging a driving license in Poland can look like an overwhelming administrative puzzle,
specifically for expats and newcomers. Whether a person is preparing to drive through the stunning Polish
countryside, commute in bustling Warsaw, or merely requires a legitimate European Union driving credential,

comprehending the legal structure is vital.

Poland has specific guidelines concerning residency, age, medical exams, and foreign license conversions. This
thorough guide breaks down whatever one requires to know about conference Polish driving license

requirements.

1. General Eligibility and Basic Requirements

Before starting the process of obtaining a driving license (known locally as Prawo Jazdy) in Poland, applicants

must satisfy a number of fundamental criteria set by the Polish federal government.

® Age Limits: The minimum age depends totally on the car category. For a basic vehicle (Category B), the
motorist needs to be at least 18 years old.

* Residency Status: Applicants need to be homeowners of Poland. Lawfully, this suggests living in Poland for a
minimum of 185 days per fiscal year due to individual or professional ties, or being a student enrolled in a
Polish organization for a minimum of six months.

* The PKK Number ( Profil Kandydata na Kierowce): This is the holy grail of getting a Polish license. It is a
special candidate profile number created by the regional authorities, required before taking any lessons or

tests.

2. Categories of Driving Licenses in Poland

Poland follows the standardized European Union vehicle classification system. Below is a fast overview of the

most typical categories:

Category Description Minimum Age AM Mopeds and light quad bikes 14 years A1/ A2/ A Motorcycles (differing
by engine capacity and power) 16/ 18/ 24 years B Automobile (approximately 3.5 tonnes, max 8 passengers) 18
years B+E Vehicle with a heavy trailer 18 years C/ C+E Medium/heavy trucks and combinations 21 years D Buses

designed for more than 8 passengers 24 years

3. Step-by-Step Process to Get a Polish Driving License (Category B)

For those going back to square one, the path to getting a Category B license includes a number of obligatory

actions.

Step 1: Medical Examination

Every candidate should check out an authorized occupational health medical professional to get a medical

certificate verifying they are healthy to drive. This quick exam generally checks vision, hearing, and basic physical
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coordination.

Step 2: Obtain a PKK Number

With the medical certificate, passport/residence card, and a passport-sized photo, the applicant goes to the local

district workplace ( Starostwo Powiatowe or Urzgd Dzielnicy) to make an application for their PKK number.

Action 3: Driving School ( Osrodek Szkolenia Kierowcow - OSK)
Enrolling in a state-approved driving school is mandatory. The course needs to include:
* At least 30 hours of theoretical classes (covering traffic guidelines, emergency treatment, and car

mechanics).

* At least 30 hours of useful driving lessons behind the wheel with a trainer.

Step 4: State Exams

Once training is complete, the candidate needs to pass two examinations at the local traffic center ( WORD -

Wojewddzki Osrodek Ruchu Drogowego):

1. Theoretical Exam: A computer-based test featuring multiple-choice concerns concerning road guidelines.

(Available in English and other foreign languages in significant cities).

2. Practical Exam: Divided into two parts-- maneuvers on a closed course (e.g., hill start, reversing) and driving

in real traffic conditions.

4. Exchanging a Foreign Driving License in Poland

Laws for foreign chauffeurs depend greatly on the country that originally released the license. Poland divides

foreign motorists into three primary classifications:

License Origin Requirement to Drive in Poland Exchange Required? EU/ EFTA Member States Valid indefinitely
up until expiration (or can be willingly exchanged). No, legitimate as-is. Vienna Convention Signatories Valid for
as much as 185 days after developing residency. Yes, must be exchanged within 185 days. Other Non-Signatory
Countries Legitimate for up to 185 days with an International Driving Permit (IDP). Yes, needs passing the

theory exam to exchange.

Files Needed for License Exchange:

® Completed application.

* Present foreign driving license along with a qualified Polish translation (if applicable).
* Evidence of legal residency in Poland (Karta Pobytu, visa, or EU registration certificate).
* One current picture.

* Medical certificate.

e Verification of payment for the license issuance.

Keep in mind: Drivers holding licenses from nations that signed the 1968 Vienna Convention on Road Traffic can

normally exchange their license without retaking any tests.

5. Expenses Associated with Obtaining a License



Budgeting for a Polish driving license needs accounting for a number of separate charges. While rates can

fluctuate somewhat depending on https://kartaxpresspoland.com/ the city and the driving school chosen, a

general breakdown consists of:

Medical Examination: ~ 200 PLN

Passport Photos: ~ 30-- 50 PLN

Driving School Course (Category B): ~ 2,500-- 4,000 PLN (depending on the region and school)
State Theory Exam (WORD): ~ 50 PLN

State Practical Exam (WORD): ~ 200 PLN

License Issuance Fee: 100.50 PLN

Summary and Final Tips

Navigating Polish driving requirements needs perseverance and stringent adherence to administrative timelines.

Key takeaways to bear in mind:

Do not wait till the eleventh hour to exchange a foreign license; the 185-day rule comes into impact quickly.
Keep all receipts and paperwork organized in a single folder.

In significant cities like Warsaw, Krakéw, and Wroctaw, book your state examinations well in advance, as wait

times can go for several weeks.

By following these procedures carefully, chauffeurs will quickly discover themselves lawfully and safely travelling

down Poland's contemporary highways and beautiful back road.



