Most performers say they need comments. Then the moment it arrives, the same men and women nerve-
racking up, justify, or quietly opt they're going to “use it later" Craig Petty Magic Products | get it. Magic is
private. When you've built a mystery into muscle reminiscence and made the leisure appearance
undemanding, grievance can suppose like human being is pulling the thread you worked so complicated to
hide.

But Craig Petty Magic taught me a diversified lesson through the years: feedback is just not a menace on
your identity, it's uncooked drapery on your craft. Not every note improves the trick, and no longer each
critique merits your consideration. Still, when you the way to listen properly, feedback turns into among the

many fastest tactics to sharpen timing, smooth up dealing with, and build real, straightforward misdirection.

This is absolutely not approximately chasing reward. It's about making your work sturdier, more responsive,
and greater responsible lower than pressure.

Why remarks feels one-of-a-kind in magic

In most arts, the target market can see the technique. In magic, they solely see the end result. That
adjustments the emotional temperature. If an individual says, “That movement seemed suspicious,” they are
not describing choreography or tone, they may be pointing at the space among what the performer is aware

and what the target market reports.

And convinced, a few notes are clumsy. Some are flawed. Sometimes other people prefer to talk
approximately their thoughts rather than their perceptions. Other times the critique is top but incomplete,
like seeing a crack and not realizing the whole wall is warped.

The effective approach is straightforward, yet it takes observe: separate the mechanism from the meaning.

The mechanism is the secret. The which means is what the viewers believed used to be going down.

If the audience believes the wrong thing, even a suave secret gained’t save you. Feedback facilitates you

close up that trust hole.

The first style of comments: technical notes

Technical feedback is the maximum trouble-free, and it's ordinarilly the primary model performers ask for. It
might sound like, "Your hands are too open,” or “That pause is simply too lengthy,” or “The load looks like

you're thinking."

Those notes be counted for the reason that magic is timing plus clarity. Not just velocity, but the rhythm of
what you prove, what you disguise, and what you ask the target market to do with their awareness.

Craig Petty Magic, at the least in how I've visible it practiced and mentioned, treats technical comments as a
craft worry. Not a confidence issue. When one way is off, the repair tends to be express. You can look at

various it.

Here's what that looks as if in authentic life: you run the go slowly, looking your own arms in a replicate or
phone video. Then you run it at performance pace and watch your shoulders, elbows, and eyes. A lot of
suspicious moments are usually not within the arms alone. They're in posture shifts, breath retaining, and
micro decisions you didn’t know you were making.

When technical notes are marvelous, they lend a hand you locate these judgements.
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A small illustration from rehearsal

One year | performed a visible card series that relied on a gentle exhibit previously the exhibit. A chum

watched from two ft away and advised me, "You appearance away like you're checking yourself.”

That became such a specific remark that | didn’t argue. | tried three variants. In the first, | kept my eyes
precisely at the target audience, forcing myself to suppress the urge to ascertain. In the second one, |
glanced for a fragment of a 2nd but aimed it upper, so it didn't appear like a self-investigate. In the 1/3, |
delivered yet another beat of clarification that gave my head action a story intent.

All three worked, yet best one felt natural. The proper fix wasn't “don’t appearance away.” It become "align

your head movement with the process you're doing in that moment."

That's what technical suggestions can do. It turns vagueness into actionable experiments.

The 2nd quite remarks: target audience truth checks
Technical notes are one part of magic. The different facet is target market truth.

Audience reality feedback may well sound like, "l suggestion you had been doing X,” or "l stored waiting for a
different second,” or “The expose didn't land emotionally.”

This reasonably critique can believe tougher as it's much less approximately your secret and greater

approximately your impression. It's not “what are you doing," it's “what did they enjoy.”

If you handiest paintings on mechanics, you could end up with a trick it's perfect in your fingers but
incorrect inside the viewer's mind. The target audience's interpretation issues because misdirection
seriously is not just hiding methodology, it's guiding attention.

Craig Petty Magic emphasizes the thought which you're not performing for yourself. You're shaping
conception. Feedback from that lens keeps you honest.

Listening for styles, not unmarried reactions

A unmarried target audience member is a documents factor, not a blueprint. People have distinct ranges of
suspicion, different endurance, and diversified expectations. One character would possibly name whatever
"slow” whilst they may be worrying to catch the trick, and an alternative user would say it's "“flawlessly
paced” when you consider that they were absorbed.

The trick is to seek patterns across five, ten, twenty performances, now not simply throughout one dialog.

When more than one other folks independently say the same issue, you most likely have a precise obstacle.
And whilst they are saying various things, you still examine some thing, considering the fact that you maybe

seeing the place your messaging is uncertain.

Sometimes the "issue” is correctly a capability that you can management. For illustration, some audiences
react larger once you act greater self-assured, even if your managing is the identical. Others decide upon a

softer tone. Feedback facilitates you make a selection the edition that suits the room.

A 0.33 roughly comments: emotional and narrative clarity

The secret can be robust and the system is additionally smooth, yet a trick can nonetheless experience

skinny. That's in which emotional feedback is available in.



Someone could say, "l didn't purchase the idea,” or "The story didn't join,” or “Your clarification made me

center of attention on the incorrect aspect.”

This sort of critique occasionally hurts a bit of, since it sounds like you failed as a communicator. The truth is
kinder: communique is a layout. You might have equipped a amazing mechanism yet positioned the sign in
the mistaken language.

In magic, tale is not very filler. It's architecture. It tells the audience whilst to lean in and whilst to rest. It

presents your fingers permission to do things without changing into mechanical.

When you revise for narrative readability, you characteristically revise your overall beat map: what you assert

first, what you pause on, wherein you build anticipation, and wherein you enable the exhibit breathe.

The "“one sentence replace” that fixed a lot

| had a ordinary where the last segment depended on the target market trusting that | was once steady with
the regulations. | assumed my explanation was once satisfactory. Then any person instructed me, "I didn't
comprehend what might turn up if you transformed your intellect.”

That remark made me rethink a single assumption. | wasn’t conveying the rule of thumb with ample

firmness. My words left room for the wrong interpretation.

| didn't desire to rewrite every part. | wished one sentence that closed the mental loophole. The new wording

didn't add guide, it removed ambiguity.
After that, americans tracked the way less and waited for the moment.

That is what emotional criticism does whilst you are taking it critically, it changes the audience's thoughts

state prior to the name of the game even starts.

Feedback that you simply may want to forget about (or at the least put
off)

Not all notes deserve quick movement. Sometimes the critique is elegant on lacking context. Sometimes it's
a depend of fashion in place of correctness. Sometimes a person is guessing formulation based totally on

their personal fears, and the restoration may in simple terms make the efficiency worse.
Here's a sensible approach to settle on what to do with remarks:

If the note describes a perception you can actually look at various, check it. If it describes some thing you
may degree on video or suppose in your physique, it's valued at making an attempt.

If it's imprecise, like "Make it better,” or if it targets the performer rather then the revel in, like “You look
apprehensive,” treat it as a signal that the particular person necessities reassurance, no longer that your

means is defective. You can calm your self while nevertheless maintaining the technique intact.

Also, be cautious with notes that ask you to swap system with no specifying what the audience observed. If
an individual says, “Your circulation is incorrect,” yet they can’t describe when the suspicion passed off, that
criticism might possibly be too skinny to behave on. You don’t desire to thrash your recurring owing to

guesses.

A rapid self-check once you pay attention a critique



This is in which performers as a rule get caught. They both get shielding or they internalize every part as

failure.
Instead, | counsel you ask your self two questions silently, excellent after the conversation.

First, what exactly did they see or believe? Second, can | try out the correction in a rehearsal without

breaking the relaxation of the trick?

If the reply is not any to both question, positioned the word on a “later” shelf. You can nonetheless bring
together it, but you don't ought to rewrite your activities at 1 a.m. With adrenaline.

Turning notes into a enhanced rehearsal loop

Feedback is solely competent if it modifications what you do subsequent. The goal is not to “include

feedback,” it's to create a bigger feedback cycle.

That loop will also be straightforward. Run the trick. Get one or two specified notes. Revise one variable. Run

once more. Then repeat.

The hardest side is restricting variables. Magic failures almost always take place when diverse alterations
land at once. You repair 3 issues, the trick still doesn’t work, and now you don’t be aware of which

modification helped or harm. That's how a performer will get misplaced within the fog of revision.

So the wonderful habits are quiet and disciplined. Don't rewrite the entirety after every verbal exchange.
Choose one concentrate.

The preferable revision is most likely the smallest one

A lot of performers trust improvement requires grand upgrades. More patter, better gestures, a brand new

vanish, a greater gimmick.

Sometimes growth is smaller than that. A revised pause. A reworded rationalization. A grip that begins one

beat in the past. A gesture that stops on the exhibit other than persevering with beyond it.

Those micro preferences can create a significant difference for the reason that realization in magic is
directional. People study palms, then study faces, then study timing. If your face tells a story that conflicts
with what your fingers are doing, your audience will sense the mismatch.

Feedback helps you right kind mismatches.

The position of video, and why it doesn’t update human eyes

Video is the wonderful loved one you didn't be aware of you considered necessary. It can convey belongings
you think positive you're now not doing. It can even mislead you just a little, for the reason that digicam

angles modification how suspicion appears to be like.

That's why human suggestions nonetheless concerns. A spectator’'s distance and line of sight can
demonstrate totally different complications than a recording. The most appropriate consequences come

from pairing both.

When you get suggestions, capture your functionality right away afterward. If an individual says, “The load
seems to be overdue,” you may watch the precise moment the palms jump relocating. If human being says,

"The display didn't pop,” you can actually watch even if your tempo in general replaced.



Then you reconcile what you notice with what you heard.

This is quite extraordinary with Craig Petty Magic trend of performance, which mainly treats engagement as
something you build as a result of regular presence. If you handiest watch arms, you could possibly miss
how presence alterations the audience’s patience.

One practical means I've used

After a run, | opt for one moment that the comments called out. | watch that moment six or seven times.
Then | do one centered adjustment. Then | run everything once, with out concerned about the adjustment,

to work out if it survives underneath strain.

The "with no wondering” part is integral. A correction that looks correct in practice session yet collapses in

stream is a catch. You favor differences which are sturdy in action.

Handling harsh remarks without dropping your direction

Some feedback is blunt. Some americans will not be easy. Even if the notice is precise, the beginning can
sting.

The possibility is turning the edge into a story approximately yourself: “I'm no longer precise at this,” or
"People are unfair,” or “Maybe | should quit."” Those experiences are motivational killers.

Instead, treat the edge as expertise about their communique type, and focus on the content material. Ask

questions once you want clarity. Not to discuss, however to recognize.

If any person says, “That's glaring,” which you can observe up with one thing like, "Where did it believe
obvious?" That query forces the critique to became genuine. Specific feedback is actionable, indistinct
feedback is just noise.

If they may’'t specify, you realized anything too. Maybe the difficulty is that they weren’t following, or
perchance the trick surely didn't click for them. That's nonetheless helpful, due to the fact that magic isn't
really certain. Your activity is to improve odds, now not management each brain.

A realistic framework for sorting comments (with out overthinking it)



You don't desire a elaborate equipment to make use of criticism neatly. You need enough layout to retailer

you from chasing every word adore it's urgent.

Here is a realistic framework I've discovered efficient, chiefly after I'm operating on distinct resultseasily

immediately.

e Perception: What did they believe changed into going on?

¢ Timing: When did suspicion or confusion start?

e Attention: What held their eyes, and what pulled it away?

e Emotion: What did they experience in the course of the disclose?

¢ Friction: What created hesitation, awkwardness, or doubt?
That's it. Five classes. It's no longer about labeling folks, it's approximately labeling the feel.

Once you know the class, you know what kind of adjustment you're possibly to want, and that you can

forestall spinning.

Where Craig Petty Magic fits within the comments conversation

Craig Petty Magic seriously isn't only a title folk comprehend, it's additionally a mindset that reveals up in
how performers discuss about development. The emphasis I've considered is on remodeling notes into life

like change, rather than turning suggestions right into a personality scan.

That issues given that magic enchancment is a protracted sport. You're not at all “finished.” Every final result
evolves as your trust grows, your target market combination adjustments, and your very own realization
shifts.

Feedback allows you keep bendy with out losing your middle type.

For example, a performer might get started with flashy misdirection and later easy methods to make it
calmer for corporate audiences. Another would possibly start out with wordy explanations and later tips on
how to confidence the trick more, trimming what makes no sense. Those transformations may well be
pushed by way of feedback about engagement, now not by way of a need to repeat human being else’s

variety.

In that feel, Craig Petty Magic looks like a reminder that the work is alive. The high-quality magic doesn't just
look well, it behaves nicely in assorted rooms.

Real overall performance situations: why suggestions from varied
people is different

A be aware from a shut-up fanatic shall be very the several from a note from an individual who primarily

watches at weddings or casual occasions. Both may well be proper in their own manner.

The shut-up enthusiast may possibly be aware a hand angle, a breath, or a mild pause. The casual viewer
might detect no matter if you made them consider invited, regardless of whether you paced the monitor so

they are able to experience it, and whether the idea was understandable.

When you gather suggestions, be aware of who's giving it. Not to dismiss a person, yet to interpret the note

with context.



Also, have in mind that your personal state variations from each day. If you're tired, your timing could glide. If
you're energized, your gestures may possibly get bigger. Feedback supports you perceive when your

activities relies on a narrow efficiency mood.

A dependableremember trick holds up throughout moods. That is mainly the precise function behind “more
beneficial magic.” Less variance. More dependability.

Two usual criticism conflicts, and the way to resolve them
Sometimes suggestions pulls in reverse recommendations. That's regular.

One well-liked struggle is velocity versus clarity. One man or women says you're too instant and so they

ignored what you were doing. Another says you're too slow and that they misplaced persistence.

A second conflict is confidence as opposed to subtlety. One character says you need more conviction.

Another says you're telegraphing because of rigidity.

Resolving these conflicts comes all the way down to your examine on the room and your capacity to adjust

with no breaking construction.

The compromise basically appears like this: stay the underlying timing layout, yet trade your start beats. For
pace, you possibly can keep the movement tempo however escalate your motives so the target market isn't
scrambling. For self assurance, it's possible you'll guard calm posture however adjust your phrasing and eye

touch to land the message.

The trick is to modify insight without rewriting mechanics every time.

Your criticism archive: how to rely what matters

The worst effect is hearing the related critique returned later and realizing you forgot the solution. That

occurs once you treat remarks as emotional instead of operational.

So prevent a clear-cut archive. It doesn't should be fancy. You simply want a way to bear in mind what you

tried and what transformed.

Here's what's marvelous to jot down down in a note after a practice session or conversation: the exact
moment they brought up, the wording of their effect if they gave it, what you converted, and regardless of

whether it progressed results.

Over time, you start out seeing which modifications perpetually give you the results you want. Those turn
out to be your very own “principles of thumb,” and your magic improves sooner since you forestall

reinventing the wheel.

The listening habit that alterations everything

The unmarried biggest shift I've noticed, and the one that such a lot quickly connects to more desirable

magic, is getting to know to concentrate with out rehearsing your security when any person talks.

You don’t have to agree. You don't have to restoration promptly. But you do must listen long ample to

appreciate what they basically skilled.

A performer who listens smartly has a tendency to get improved feedback too, since persons feel heard.
When you ask a persist with-up question like, “What were you looking forward to in that moment?" the



person affords you richer documents. When you say, "“Tell me what you concept you saw,” you e book them

into description in preference to judgment.
That is how you turn feedback into a usable map of insight.

And for those who do that consistently, your revisions get smarter. You give up chasing “more beneficial” as

a sense, and also you chase it as an results.

Keep the paintings humane, but keep the standards high

Magic calls for criteria. It additionally needs kindness closer to yourself. If you revise each and every critique,
you burn out. If you ignore comments, you stagnate.

The candy spot is disciplined curiosity. Take notes. Test notes. Keep what survives rigidity. Let move of what

only appears proper in concept.

That is how Craig Petty Magic, in spirit, becomes extra than a slogan. It turns into a perform: feedback as

gas, judgment as a software, and advantage as whatever you build one plausible choice at a time.

If you want your magic to get sharper, don't just ask for remarks. Ask for readability. Then construct a loop
that makes a better functionality measurably better. Your target market will really feel it even when they will

not call why.

And you are going to consider it too, within the quiet self assurance that comes from realizing you listened,
established, and made the work superior.



