
Buying your first gun is a big step, and doing it in Florida—especially around Fort Walton Beach—comes with its
own set of rules, best practices, and local considerations. This guide walks first-time buyers through the
essentials: legal requirements, how to choose the right handgun, what to expect at a gun shop, safety
fundamentals, and steps for concealed carry permits in FL. If you’re new to firearms, you’ll find practical,
beginner-friendly insights and clear next actions to help you make a confident, responsible purchase.

Body

Understanding Florida’s purchase basics

No permit to purchase: Florida does not require a permit to buy a firearm. You’ll need valid government-
issued photo ID and must pass a background check through the Florida Department of Law Enforcement
(FDLE) via the FBI NICS system.

Minimum age: 21 to purchase any firearm from a licensed dealer in Florida (with limited exceptions for law
enforcement and active-duty military).

Waiting periods: Florida mandates a minimum 3-day waiting period for retail handgun purchases, not
counting weekends and legal holidays, unless you have a valid Florida Concealed Weapon or Firearm License
(CWFL) or meet certain local exemptions. Some counties impose waiting periods on all firearms—ask your
Fort Walton Beach dealer about Okaloosa County specifics.

Background checks: Even if buying from a private seller, best practice is to complete a background check
through an FFL (licensed dealer) for safety and documentation. A dealer will help you process this quickly.

Fort Walton Beach firearm laws and local context

Local ordinances are limited: Florida largely preempts local gun regulation, but local governments can set
waiting periods on certain sales. Check with your gun shop for any local practices in Okaloosa County that
affect timing.

Transportation: In your vehicle, a firearm must be securely encased (glove box, snapped holster, closed
container) if you do not have a CWFL. Keep ammo and firearm stored safely and separately if you’re a new
owner to reduce risk.

Range access: Fort Walton Beach and surrounding areas have indoor and outdoor ranges with rental
programs. Trying different models before buying is one of the best firearm selection tips for new owners.

Choosing a first handgun When choosing a handgun, prioritize fit, function, and training support.

Purpose: Home defense, concealed carry, or recreational/skill development? Your purpose drives size, caliber,
and features. Compact and subcompact pistols are popular for concealed carry; midsize models often shoot
softer and are easier to control for beginners.

Ergonomics: Grip comfort, reach to the trigger, and sight picture are crucial. Handle multiple models. If
possible, rent and shoot them—beginner shooting advice is often to try before you buy.

Caliber: 9mm is widely recommended for first-time gun buyers due to manageable recoil, affordability, and
availability. It also offers a broad selection of defensive loads.

Controls and safety: Consider models with simple, consistent trigger systems and clear safety features. Some
first-time buyers appreciate a striker-fired pistol with no manual safety; others prefer a manual safety for
added reassurance. Train with what you choose.

Reliability and support: Look for established manufacturers with strong track records and local parts/service
availability. Popular models mean plentiful holster, magazine, and training options.



Gun shop advice: what to expect and how to shop

Bring ID and a plan: Know your budget, intended use, and hand size preferences. Staff can guide you, but you
should test-fire if possible. Ask about rental credits that apply toward purchase.

Ask the right questions: Reliability, recoil characteristics, sight options, trigger feel, and long-term
maintenance. Inquire about recommended training classes, cleaning kits, and storage solutions.

Paperwork and payment: The dealer will help you complete ATF Form 4473, run a background check, and
explain the waiting period. Clarify return and service policies.

Accessories that matter: Start with high-quality eye/ear protection, a lockbox or safe, a quality belt and
holster (if planning to carry), and extra magazines. Skip gimmicks; prioritize function.

Safety tips for new owners

Secure storage: Use a lockbox or safe that prevents unauthorized access—especially around children or
guests. Consider a quick-access safe for home defense while maintaining security.

Safe handling rules: Treat every gun as if it’s loaded. Never point at anything you’re not willing to destroy.
Keep your finger off the trigger until sights are on target and you’ve decided to shoot. Know your target and
what’s beyond it.

Regular maintenance: Learn basic field-stripping and cleaning. Set a schedule—e.g., after each range session
or at least every few months for carry guns.

Ongoing training: Start with a fundamentals class, then build skills with defensive handgun courses and live-
fire practice. Dry-fire practice at home (with ammunition stored separately) reinforces technique safely.

Concealed carry permits in FL (CWFL)

reliable semi auto shotgun models

Permit overview: Florida is a permitless carry state for eligible individuals, but a CWFL still offers benefits,
including reciprocity in many states, shorter waiting periods on some purchases, and smoother firearm
purchases in practice.

Eligibility and process: You must meet statutory requirements (age 21+, legal eligibility, training proof). Apply
through the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) or an authorized regional
office. You’ll submit fingerprints, a passport-style photo (if needed), training documentation, and fees.
Processing times vary, so apply early if you plan to carry.

Training: A qualifying course covers safe handling, legal considerations, and live-fire competency. Even in a
permitless carry environment, formal instruction is strongly recommended.

Range etiquette and beginner shooting advice

Orientation: Ask for a range safety briefing if it’s your first visit. Understand commands, cease-fire
procedures, and how to post and retrieve targets.

Start small: Begin at close distances (3–7 yards) focusing on grip, stance, sight alignment, and trigger control.
Chase consistency before speed.

Track progress: Use a simple log: date, drills, round count, notes on performance and equipment. This helps
you refine technique and equipment choices.

Budgeting and total cost of ownership

https://jimmysgunsftwalton.com/about-us/


Upfront: Pistol purchase in Florida ranges widely; plan for the gun, taxes, accessories, and training.

Ammo: Start with quality range ammo for practice and proven defensive ammo for carry or home defense.
Test your defensive ammo for reliability in your firearm.

Training and maintenance: Budget annually for classes and routine maintenance items (springs, cleaning
supplies, lubricant).

Responsible ownership mindset

Know the law: Laws evolve. Review state statutes and any local updates periodically. Fort Walton Beach
firearm laws follow state guidance closely, but always confirm.

Situational judgment: If considering defensive use, get training on legal use of force and de-escalation.
Carrying responsibly includes awareness, restraint, and secure storage.

First-time gun buyer guide: quick next steps 1) Visit a reputable Fort Walton Beach gun shop with a rental range
to test models. 2) Select a reliable 9mm handgun that fits your hand and purpose. 3) Complete purchase
paperwork and background check; plan for any waiting period. 4) Buy a lockbox/safe, eye/ear protection,
cleaning kit, and quality holster if you plan to carry. 5) Enroll in a fundamentals course; schedule regular range
sessions. 6) Consider applying for a CWFL for added benefits and reciprocity when traveling.

FAQs

Q1: Do I need a permit to buy a handgun in Florida? A: No permit is required to purchase, but you must be 21+,
have valid ID, and pass a background check. Expect a 3-day waiting period for handguns unless exempt (e.g.,
CWFL).

Q2: What’s the best first handgun for concealed carry? A: Many first-time buyers choose a reliable compact 9mm
due to manageable recoil and support for holsters and parts. Prioritize ergonomics and reliability; rent and test
before buying.

Q3: Can I carry a loaded gun in my car without a CWFL? A: Yes, if it’s securely encased (e.g., in a closed glove box
or a snapped holster) and not readily accessible in a way that violates state law. A CWFL simplifies carry rules—
verify current statutes before traveling.

Q4: How do I get a Florida concealed carry license? A: Complete a qualifying training course, submit an
application to FDACS with fingerprints, training proof, and fees, then await processing. Benefits include
reciprocity and potential waiting-period exemptions.

Q5: What training should a new owner start with? A: Begin with a handgun fundamentals class covering safety,
grip, stance, sights, and trigger control. Add a legal use-of-force seminar and regular live-fire practice to build
confidence and competence.


