
Mat Board for Framing: DIY Tips in Beacon Falls

If you’re planning to frame artwork, photos, or memorabilia in Beacon Falls, choosing the right mat board for
framing is one of the most impactful decisions you’ll make. A carefully selected mat not only elevates the
presentation of your piece but also protects it from damage over time. Whether you’re a first-time DIY framer or
refining your craft, this guide walks you through material choices, cutting tips, preservation best practices, and
where to find Beacon Falls art supplies and mounting materials locally.

Why Matting Matters for Framing

Visual balance: A mat board creates breathing room around your image, drawing the eye inward and giving
your work a gallery-level presence.

Protection: Matting keeps artwork from directly contacting the glass, reducing risks of sticking, moisture
transfer, and abrasion.

Customization: Thickness, color, surface texture, and core color can dramatically change the mood of a piece,
complementing the subject matter and the frame itself.

Choosing the Right Mat Board

Conservation vs. decorative: For valuable art and photos, use acid-free, lignin-free, buffered mat boards to
prevent yellowing. Decorative boards are fine for temporary displays or inexpensive posters, but conservation
grade is the safe long-term choice.

Thickness (ply): Standard mats are 4-ply, while 8-ply gives a bold, museum-like bevel. Thicker mats can add
depth but require frames with a deeper rabbet.

Color and core: Neutral tones (white, off-white, light gray) are versatile and timeless. Black mats can look
sharp with black-and-white photography. Colored core mats add a subtle outline along the bevel for a
modern accent.

Surface textures: Smooth, linen, and subtly textured surfaces can align with the style of the artwork. Test
samples against your piece in natural light if possible.

Essential Tools and Materials

Mat board for framing: Select the grade and color for your project.

Photo mounting materials: Acid-free mounting corners, hinging tape, or archival photo corners are ideal for
reversible mounting.

Cutting tools: A straightedge and a sharp utility knife or a dedicated mat cutter for clean bevels.

Backing boards: Foam board Beacon Falls options are popular for lightweight, rigid backing. For extra rigidity,
consider Gator board CT for displays that need more durability. PVC mounting board offers a moisture-
resistant, smooth surface. Cardboard sheets Beacon Falls can be used for temporary backing, but make sure
they’re acid-free if used near artwork.

Display substrates: Corrugated display boards are lightweight and great for signage or temporary exhibitions.
Art presentation boards are suited for portfolios and display panels.

Mounting Methods: What’s Best for Your Artwork

Hinge mounting: Use archival hinging tape on the top edge of your artwork only, allowing it to expand and
contract with humidity. This is the safest choice for original art and photos.



Corner mounting: Acid-free photo corners hold the piece without adhesives touching the art. Great for
collectibles or when you might want to remove the piece later.

Dry mounting: Uses heat-activated tissue to fully adhere prints to backing boards. It creates a very flat
presentation but is not reversible, so it’s best for posters or low-value prints. If you choose this route, pair
with Gator board CT or PVC mounting board for stability.

Cutting Clean, Professional Bevels

Measure twice, mark lightly: Use a hard pencil or a fine mechanical pencil. Mark your borders on the back of
the mat.

Keep blades sharp: Dull blades tear fibers. Replace after every few cuts, especially with thick 8-ply.

Practice on off-cuts: A few trial cuts help you dial in pressure and angle.

Use a guide: A rail or mat cutter fence keeps lines straight and angles consistent.

Check the window: After cutting, place the mat over your artwork to verify even borders before committing
to mounting.

Design Tips for Mat Size and Proportions

Standard borders: 2 to 3 inches around small prints; 3 to 5 inches for larger pieces. Heavier art benefits from
wider borders.

Weighted bottoms: Consider a slightly larger bottom border (about 10–20% more) for a classic gallery look
that visually centers the artwork.

Double matting: A thin inner mat (1/4 to 1/2 inch reveal) can add contrast. Use a neutral outer mat and a
subtle color inside to echo tones in the art.

Backing and Glazing Considerations

Backing selection: Foam board Beacon Falls is a solid default for everyday framing. If the frame will be
handled or shipped, Gator board CT reduces warping and dents. For humid areas or kitchens, PVC mounting
board provides added moisture resistance.

Glazing: Use UV-filtering acrylic or glass to protect against fading. Acrylic is lighter and shatter-resistant; glass
offers superior scratch resistance but is heavier.

Spacers: If you’re not using a mat for certain displays, install spacers to keep the art from touching the
glazing.

Preservation Best Practices

Use archival materials throughout: From the mat to the tape to the backing, keep the entire stack acid-free
for long-term safety.

Avoid pressure-sensitive tapes on the artwork: Even “archival” tapes can be risky when applied directly to
paper fibers.

Control environment: Hang away from direct sunlight and moisture. Maintain stable temperature and
humidity to prevent warping.

Reframe when needed: Inspect every few years. Replace warped backing boards and refresh Photo mounting
materials if they loosen.

Where to Shop Locally in Beacon Falls

For a hands-on DIY experience, look for a local mounting board store that carries a mix of mat boards, Foam
board Beacon Falls, and Cardboard sheets Beacon Falls for practice cuts and packing.



If you need robust display substrates for shows or school presentations, seek Corrugated display boards and
Art presentation boards in the Beacon Falls art supplies section.

For professional-level rigidity and clean surfaces, ask about Gator board CT and PVC mounting board,
especially if you’re preparing work for fairs or gallery submissions.

Step-by-Step DIY Framing Workflow 1) Plan the design: Choose your mat board color, border width, and glazing.
2) Cut the mat: Mark border lines on the back; cut the window with a bevel blade. 3) Prepare the backing: Trim
Foam board Beacon Falls or PVC mounting board to the same outer size as the mat. 4) Mount the artwork: Use
hinge or corner mounts. Avoid plastic boards 4x8 full-adhesive methods for originals. 5) Assemble the stack:
Glazing, mat with artwork attached, backing board. Add spacers if no mat is used. 6) Insert into frame: Secure
with points or flexible tabs, then seal the back with framer’s tape. 7) Finish: Attach hanging hardware and
bumpers, then clean glazing and inspect for dust.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Using non-archival cardboard near your art: Cardboard sheets Beacon Falls are fine for packing or temporary
displays, but choose acid-free for any internal framing layers.

Cutting on the wrong side: Always cut the bevel from the back of the mat to keep the front clean.

Over-tightening: Too much pressure in the frame can cause buckling. Leave the artwork some room to
breathe.

Skipping UV protection: Sunlight will fade inks and pigments faster than you expect.

When to Consider Professional Help

High-value or sentimental originals

Oversized pieces that require 8-ply or multi-opening mats

Complex float mounts or shadowbox assemblies

Conservation treatments for aged or fragile works

FAQs

Q: What’s the best backing board for a long-term framed photo? A: Use acid-free Foam board Beacon Falls for
everyday protection, or upgrade to Gator board CT for extra rigidity. Pair with UV-filtering glazing and archival
hinges.

Q: Can I use Cardboard sheets Beacon Falls inside a frame? A: Only if they’re acid-free and archival. Standard
cardboard can off-gas and discolor artwork. For budget-friendly safety, consider Corrugated display boards
labeled as acid-free or switch to PVC mounting board.

Q: How do I choose mat color for black-and-white photography? A: Opt for neutral whites or soft grays for a
timeless look. A black mat with a white core can be striking. Test against laminating machines your print under
natural light at your local mounting board store or Beacon Falls art supplies shop.

Q: Is dry mounting okay for posters? A: Yes, dry mounting works well for inexpensive posters to eliminate waves.
Use a stable substrate like Gator board CT or PVC mounting board. Avoid it for originals since it’s not reversible.

Q: Where can I find materials locally? A: Check a local mounting board store in Beacon Falls for mat board for
framing, Foam board Beacon Falls, Art presentation boards, and Photo mounting materials. Many Beacon Falls art
supplies retailers also stock Corrugated display boards and specialty options like PVC and Gator boards.

https://www.artgrafix.com/pouchboard.htm
http://edition.cnn.com/search/?text=laminating%20machines

