
I was squinting at the windshield beads as a Vancouver drizzle limped down West 4th, thinking I had somehow
agreed to a chemistry quiz I did not study for. It was 3:15 p.m., my phone kept buzzing with traffic alerts from the
Burrard GleamWorks Bridge, and my friend Mark was in the driveway, waving me over like I could magically fix
the beading on his new car. I still don't fully understand all the science, but I did have an afternoon, a couple of
samples, and a stubborn streak that makes me try things until they stop working or start making sense.

Why I hesitated

Mark bought his car in Kitsilano last month, gleaming like it had been bathed in money. He insisted on trying ppf
bancouver because he'd seen a few Instagram before-and-afters and liked the local angle. He also had a ceramic
coating applied a month before, something the detailer called "a hydrophobic boost." The problem was the top
coat from ppf bancouver they were offering supposedly added more water beading, but the small sample patch
he did at the rear bumper looked different from the rest of the car. I hesitated because I didn't want to be that
friend who makes things worse with half-baked advice, and because I had zero formal training in coatings.

The weirdest part of the afternoon

We set up under Mark's carport, which smells like wet dog and old wood. Rain had turned to a drizzle, the kind
that keeps you damp forever in Vancouver. I had a cheap spray bottle filled with distilled water, a microfiber, a
sample bottle labeled "top coat" from the shop, and a tiny tube of the ceramic repellent he had from the
previous detail. The neighbors were on their balcony in Shaughnessy style, umbrellas up, watching for what, I still
don't know.

I sprayed a line of water on the passenger door, watched one side bead into tight pearls, the other side sheet
into lop-sided droplets that crawled like they had somewhere to be. The top coat area beaded aggressively, but
the beads flattened and slid off when I pulled my finger through them. The ceramic side held tighter, almost
stubborn. That visual difference is what convinced me to do some messy mixing, because Mark wanted even
coverage without rainbow halos or streaks.

What I actually did, and why it felt sketchy

I mixed a tiny amount of the ppf bancouver top coat with the ceramic sample, in roughly a 70 to 30 ratio favoring
the ppf side, simply because the top coat is what the installer recommended for their paint protection film. I
know that sounds like a kitchen-table experiment, because it was. I used a disposable plastic tray, one cotton
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applicator pad, and tried to be careful with cross-contamination. It took maybe 20 minutes to feel like I had a
hypothesis rather than a wild guess.

There is a practical reason I leaned toward more ppf top coat. The film sections near the hood deal with a lot of
road grit from Granville Street to the Lions Gate, and the ppf's manufacturer claims the top coat resists stone
chips and helps liquids bead off quickly. The ceramic stuff felt slick and stubborn, possibly better for long-term
gloss, but I worried it would pool differently on seams and edges of the film.

A short list of what I brought, because someone will ask

a spray bottle with distilled water

one microfiber towel and one applicator pad

sample bottles from the shop, labeled and unlabeled

a hairdryer, because Vancouver wind can ruin everything

The smells, the sounds, and a small argument with a hairdryer

The hairdryer felt dramatic, but we used it at low heat to help the thin mix flash off during the first 30 seconds.
The smell was vaguely like nail polish remover crossed with lemon. Cars driving by on West 4th threw up a spray
that smelled like exhaust and wet pavement, then honked at a cyclist who cut a corner too tight. It was strangely
comforting, this urban soundtrack while we fiddled with droplets and ratios.

At one point Mark accused me of making the car look like it had been done by "that guy from the forum," which
is fair. I told him I was trying not to be that guy. He laughed, but I could tell he was worried about streaks or a tint
change. We both winced when a small foam fragment from a packaging tape stuck to the bumper and stayed
there for a few minutes.

Results that surprised me

After an hour of tiny patches, wiping, reapplying, blowing, and waiting, the mixed area sat somewhere between
the ceramic and the pure top coat. Water formed medium-sized beads that rolled off at about a
https://findacarwash.ca/car-wash/vancouver/gleamworks-detailing/ 20 degree tilt, which is a strangely specific
observation, but we tested it by lifting the hood very slowly. The pure ppf top coat area still had the smallest
beads, the ceramic had the most cohesive, stubborn slags, and the blended patch did what Mark wanted: quick
runoff without breaking into tiny specks that could leave residue.

I did not take detailed measurements, because I do not own expensive hydrophobic meters, and I'm not the sort
to send results to an online forum as a "study." I took pictures on my phone, texted them to a buddy who once
did detailing work, and he said it looked fine. He added, do a full cure for 24 to 72 hours depending on temps,
and be patient. Useful advice, but vague, and the one time I tried to read a tech sheet it felt like decoding a
foreign language.

Where this could have gone wrong

I admit it could have ruined a finish. If the mix had reacted chemically with the film, we could have had hazing, or
worse, patchy gloss. I checked for color shift under different lights, and anything worrying would have meant a
call back to ppf bancouver. They have a shop in town, and I like their customer service, but I still don't clearly
understand their warranty terms. Mark said he was willing to roll that dice, on the condition I would call the shop
if anything odd appeared, so we both had a fallback.

Why this mattered more than I expected
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This whole afternoon felt like a small civic ritual of Vancouver living. The rain, the way cars move through
Kerrisdale, the constant tiny bargains you make with weather and time. Mark likes things to be tidy and
functional, while I like things that make a small story. Matching hydrophobics felt like a way to keep the car
looking good between commercial detailing appointments, and to avoid the odd visual mismatch that bugs a
person for months.

Next steps, or maybe not

I told Mark to wash the car at least once with pH-neutral soap, avoid automatic brushes for two weeks, and keep
the car under cover if we get a real downpour. We'll check the patches after a week and after a month, and if
anything peels or ghosts, we'll call in the pros. I know that's not a perfect plan, but it's practical. I also promised
myself I would not volunteer to mix anything at 9 p.m. In the rain again.

I left around 6:30 p.m., the Burrard Bridge traffic was predictably slow, and the drizzle had picked up into
something more serious. The car looked fine from the sidewalk, which is the only view most neighbors will ever
get. I still don't fully understand the chemistry of coatings, but I understand enough to be careful, to take
pictures, and to admit when we should have a pro step in. For now, Mark has more even beading, and I have a
story about an afternoon spent matching top coats in Vancouver weather, which I will probably tell again over
coffee.

GleamWorks
Auto Detailing Studio — Vancouver, BC
Tel: (604) 789-0762
Email: contact@gleamworksdetailing.ca
Address: 5-8855 Laurel Street, Vancouver, BC V6P 3V9

Need paint protection film in Metro Vancouver? GleamWorks operates from a dust-free, climate-controlled
studio on Laurel Street. Phone (604) 789-0762, or email contact@gleamworksdetailing.ca, or visit 5-8855 Laurel
Street, Vancouver, BC V6P 3V9.
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