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Navigating the Road: A Comprehensive Guide to the Driving License
Application in Poland

Acquiring a driving license is a significant turning point, opening up brand-new opportunities for personal liberty,
profession prospects, and seamless travel across Europe. For residents in Poland-- both Polish people and foreign

nationals-- the process of getting a Prawo Jazdy (driving license) is structured, thorough, and greatly managed.

While the governmental actions may at first seem overwhelming, breaking them down into workable phases
makes the journey uncomplicated. This guide provides an in-depth, detailed introduction of how to successfully

navigate the driving license application process in Poland.

Requirements: Who Can Apply?

Before starting the application procedure, candidates need to meet specific legal and residency requirements set
by Polish authorities.

* Age Requirements: The minimum age depends upon the license category (e.g., 18 for Category B, 24 for
Category A).

* Residency Status: Foreign nationals should reside in Poland for a minimum of 185 days annually and hold a
valid residence card ( karta pobytu), long-lasting EU home permit, or a valid student visa/status.

* Medical Clearance: Every candidate needs to pass a medical evaluation confirming their physical and mental

physical fitness to drive.

Action 1: Obtain a PKK Number (Profil Kandydata na Kierowce)

The absolute primary step in Poland is protecting a PKK (Driver Candidate Profile). This is a distinct electronic

recognition number created by the city government office, which tracks every phase of the candidate's training
and examination process.

Needed Documents for the PKK:

1. Application Form: Completed and signed (offered at the workplace or online).

2. Medical Certificate: Issued by an authorized occupational medicine physician validating no

contraindications to driving.
3. Picture: One recent, clear picture (35 x 45 mm).
4. Identity Document: A valid passport or Polish ID card, alongside a residence permit/visa for non-EU citizens.

5. Proof of Legal Residence: Registration of residence ( Zameldowanie), lease arrangement, or student

certificate proving the 185-day rule.

Where to go? Send these documents to your local district workplace ( Urzgd Dzielnicy in Warsaw) or city/county

office ( Urzqd Miasta/ Starostwo Powiatowe) representing your place of house. Once processed, you will be
handed your PKK number.
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Step 2: Enroll in a Driving School ( Osrodek Szkolenia Kierowcow -
OSK)

With the PKK number in hand, applicants can pick a qualified driving school to finish the necessary theoretical

and practical training.

* Theoretical Course: Usually includes around 30 hours of classroom guideline (traffic guidelines, emergency
treatment, car mechanics). Lots of schools now use English-friendly courses or allow online self-study, though

passing the state theory examination is still obligatory.

* Practical Course: Typically consists of 30 hours behind the wheel with a licensed instructor. This covers

maneuvering on a closed course (plac) and driving in real city traffic conditions.

Step 3: Pass the State Exams

Upon finishing the OSK course, applicants must take 2 official state evaluations administered by the Regional
Road Traffic Center (WORD - Wojewddzki Osrodek Ruchu Drogowego).

Exam Type Format Passing Criteria Language Options Theory Exam Computer-based multiple-choice test (32
questions). Minimum 68 out of 74 points. Polish, English, German, Russian. Practical Exam Pre-check of car,
maneuvers on a closed track, and city driving. Effective execution of all maneuvers without important security

errors. Polish (translator needed for non-Polish speakers).

Keep in mind: Non-Polish speakers taking the practical test are lawfully required to bring a sworn translator (

ttumacz przysiegty) at their own cost to equate directions from the examiner.

Step 4: Finalize the Application and Collect the License

Once both the theory and useful examinations are effectively passed, the WORD center updates the digital PKK

profile instantly. The last action is to pay for the production of the physical driving license card.

Charges Involved in the Process

To help budget plan appropriately, here is a breakdown of the typical expenses related to obtaining a Category B

driving license kup prawo jazdy in Poland:

Expense Item Approximate Cost (PLN) Description Medical exam 200 PLN Set by national law for the physician's
certificate. Passport Photos 30-- 50 PLN Standard set of 4 photos. Driving School (OSK) 2,500-- 4,000 PLN
Varies by city, school, and transmission type (manual vs. automated). State Theory Exam (WORD) 50 PLN Fixed
state charge. State Practical Exam (WORD) 200 PLN Fixed state charge. License Production Fee 100.50 PLN
Paid to the local office upon passing. Sworn Translator (Optional) 150-- 300 PLN Needed only for the practical

test if not fluent in Polish.

Collecting the Physical Card

1. Go back to the local office ( Urzgd) where the PKK was originally issued.
2. Provide the payment verification for the license production charge.
3. Program evidence that you have actually passed the examinations (upgraded system status).

4. Wait around 2 to 3 weeks for the physical plastic card to be printed and provided to the office.
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You will get an SMS or alert when the license is all set for pickup. (In some cases, short-lived driving certificates

can be issued, though rules vary by municipality).

Tips for Success for Foreigners

* Language Barrier: While significant cities like Warsaw, Krakdéw, and Wroctaw have driving schools
specializing in English, smaller towns may only offer training in Polish. Always verify language availability
before signing an agreement with an OSK.

* Equating Foreign Licenses: If you already hold a driving license from a non-EU/EEA country, check whether
it can be straight exchanged for a Polish license or if you are required to take the state tests. Licenses from

nations signed under the 1968 Vienna Convention are usually simpler to exchange.

* Perseverance is Key: Bureaucracy in Poland has structured substantially with digital combination (like the
mObywatel app), but scheduling WORD tests can still take a couple of weeks depending on seasonal

demand.

By following these structured actions, gathering the correct documents, and devoting time to study, obtaining a

driving license in Poland ends up being a clear and fulfilling achievement. Safe driving!



