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Navigating Poland's Driving License Laws: A Comprehensive Guide for
Residents and Expats

Obtaining and preserving a driving license in Poland is a structured process governed by strict European Union
standards and nationwide policies. Whether somebody is an expat preparing a long-term stay, a tourist
questioning validity rules, or a local preparing to support the wheel for the very first time, understanding Poland's

driving license laws is necessary to avoid legal difficulty, heavy fines, and even the loss of driving privileges.

This guide breaks down whatever one needs to learn about Polish driving kartaxpresspoland.com laws, consisting
of license categories, conversion guidelines for immigrants, credibility durations, and charges jak kupic prawo

Jjazdy for traffic violations.

1. Summary of Driving License Categories in Poland

Poland, as a member of the European Union, issues driving licenses that comply with standardized EU categories.

These classifications identify what types of automobiles a chauffeur is legally permitted to run.

Category Description Minimum Age AM Mopeds and light quad bikes (max design speed 45 km/h) 14 years A1
Motorbikes with a cylinder capacity up to 125cc and power up to 11 kW 16 years A2 Motorcycles with power
approximately 35 kW 18 years A All motorbikes (with or without a sidecar) 24 years (or 20 if holding A2 for 2
years) B Traveler automobiles, vans (up to 3.5 tonnes, max 8 traveler seats) 18 years B+E Mix of a Category B
automobile and a heavy trailer 18 years C/ C+E Heavy items vehicles (trucks) and trailers 21 years D/ D+E Buses

created for more than 8 guests and trailers 24 years

2. Getting a Polish Driving License (Category B)

For those going back to square one, obtaining a standard Category B license in Poland involves a multi-step
procedure managed by the local community workplace ( Urzgd Miasta) or county workplace ( Starostwo

Powiatowe).

The Step-by-Step Process:

1. Obtain a Profil Kandydata na Kierowce (PKK): This is the Candidate Driver Profile number. To get it,
candidates should submit an application, a medical certificate validating fitness to drive, a passport-sized
photo, and identity files.

2. Complete State-Approved Training: Aspiring drivers need to finish at least 30 hours of theoretical training
and 30 hours of practical driving with a licensed driving school ( OSK).

3. Pass the Theoretical Exam: Administered at a provincial road traffic center ( WORD), this computer-based
test covers traffic guidelines and security. (Note: This test can be taken in English in lots of significant Polish
cities).

4. Pass the Practical Exam: This includes a vehicle check (e.g., examining fluids and lights), maneuvers on a

closed course, and driving in real traffic conditions.

3. Driving in Poland with a Foreign License
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Foreigners relocating to Poland frequently question if their existing license is legitimate. The guidelines depend

totally on the providing nation.

Origin of License Validity Rules in Poland Conversion Requirement EU/ EFTA Member States Valid till the
expiration date printed on the card. Not obligatory, however can be exchanged willingly. Vienna Convention
Signatories Valid for approximately 185 days after using up residency. Must be exchanged for a Polish license
after 185 days. Non-Vienna Convention Countries Valid for up to 185 days after using up residency. Should

pass the theoretical test and exchange the license.

Key Requirements for Foreign License Conversion:

e Official translation of the foreign driving license into Polish (unless it is an EU model or a global driving

license format).
* Evidence of legal home in Poland (such as a home card or visa valid for more than 185 days).
* An existing medical certificate.

e Surrendering the original foreign license to the Polish authorities (which is frequently returned to the
releasing country).

4. Credibility Periods and License Renewals

Unlike some nations where a driving license lasts a life time, Polish licenses have strict expiration dates depending

on the category and the driver's health status.
* Classification AM, A1, A2, A, B, B+E: Typically released for as much as 15 years, lined up with the
credibility of the medical certificate offered.

¢ Classification C, CE, D, DE: Usually provided for a maximum of 5 years, requiring more regular medical and

psychological re-evaluations.

Needed Documents for Renewal:

e Completed application form.

® Present medical assessment report.
® Recent photograph (35 x 45 mm).
® Present driving license.

® Proof of payment for the administrative cost.

5. Penalty Points and Traffic Laws in Poland
Poland runs under a stringent punktowy (point-based) system for traffic offenses. Collecting too numerous

points results in the suspension or cancellation of driving advantages.

Core Traffic Regulations:
* Speed Limits:
© Built-up locations: 50 km/h (day and night, unless otherwise signed).

© Non-built-up single-carriageway roads: 90 km/h.

© Dual carriageways and expressways: 100-- 120 km/h.



© Motorways ( Autostrady): 140 km/h.

¢ Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) Limit: Poland has a strict zero-tolerance method to driving while
intoxicated. The legal limit is 0.02% (0.2 mg per 100 ml of blood). Surpassing 0.05% is classified as a crime,

causing severe fines, automobile confiscation, and jail time.

* Necessary Equipment: All cars and trucks registered in Poland must bring a caution triangle and a fire

extinguisher.

¢ Daytime Running Lights: Headlights need to be changed on 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

The Penalty Point Threshold:
¢ Experienced Drivers: Drivers who have held their license for more than one year can accumulate
approximately 24 points before facing an obligatory driving test retake.

* Newbie Drivers: Drivers in their first year of holding a Polish license have a strict limitation of 20 points.
Exceeding this leads to the immediate cancellation of the license, needing the motorist to reboot the whole

training procedure from scratch.

Summary Checklist for Drivers in Poland

® Ensure your license is either from an EU state, an International Permit, or transformed within 185 days of

residency.
e Constantly bring your driving license, vehicle registration, and evidence of mandatory third-party liability

insurance ( OC) while driving.
¢ Keep headlights on at all times.
e Strictly adhere to the 0.02% BAC limit.

* Monitor your penalty point balance if you dedicate traffic offenses.

By staying informed about Poland's driving license laws, drivers can ensure safe journeys, stay compliant with

regional authorities, and take pleasure in the freedom of the open roadway throughout the nation.



