
Louisville drivers ask the same question every spring and summer, usually right after a heat wave hits and the
steering wheel feels like a stovetop: what window tint is actually legal in Kentucky right now?

In 2024, that question matters more than usual because Kentucky changed the rules for windshields. The update
is useful, but it also creates fresh confusion. Some drivers heard that tint is now allowed on the windshield and
stopped there. That is only half the story. The law allows windshield sunscreening material only if the light
transmittance is at least 70 percent. That number is the part that matters.

If you are booking window tinting services in Louisville, shopping for a used car, or trying to figure out whether
the tint already on your vehicle is compliant, the smart move is to understand the law before film goes on the
glass. It is much easier to ask the right questions up front than to pay for removal later.

The 2024 change Louisville drivers need to know first
Kentucky updated its law through Senate Bill 46, signed on March 29, 2024. The headline change is
straightforward: windshield sunscreening material is now allowed if it has a light transmittance of at least 70
percent.

That sounds simple until real cars enter the picture. Drivers often hear a percentage and assume it refers only to
the film itself. In practice, compliance questions tend to become more complicated once glass, factory tint, and
final measured transmittance enter the conversation. Kentucky also built in a plus or minus 3 percent tolerance
for percentage measurements, which tells you two things right away. First, the state expects measurement to
involve some variation. Second, getting close to the legal line is rarely a comfortable place to be.

For Louisville drivers, the practical takeaway is not to treat 70 percent as a vague guideline. Treat it as the
standard your windshield needs to meet. If you are considering a very light windshield film for heat or glare
control, you want the installer to be discussing compliance, not just aesthetics.

What Kentucky means by “sunscreening material”
The law uses the term “sunscreening material,” and that matters because it frames what is being regulated.
Kentucky defines sunscreening material as film or glazing applied to a windshield or windows to reduce the
effects of sunlight by reducing light reflectance or transmittance.

That definition is broader than some people expect. It is not limited to dark aftermarket tint in the everyday
sense. If something is applied to the glass to change the way light passes through or reflects, it can fall into this
category.

The statute also gets specific about what counts as a “window” for this part of the law. It excludes the windshield,
roof-mounted viewing devices, and viewing devices under 150 square inches. That kind of legal wording can feel



dry, but it matters in edge cases. Modern vehicles have more glass features, more sensors, and more odd-shaped
viewing panels than older cars. The state is telling you not to lump every piece of transparent material on a
vehicle into one legal bucket.

For most Louisville drivers, though, the real-world issue remains plain enough: if you are adding film to the
windshield or side and rear glass, you need to know whether that material is compliant and whether the
installation is documented properly.

The paperwork detail people forget, and regret later
One of the most overlooked parts of Kentucky tint law has nothing to do with shade at all. It is the compliance
label.

Kentucky requires installers and sellers of sunscreening material to provide a compliance label. The installer is
required to place that label on the inside left door jamb. If you have had tint done before and no one mentioned
a label, this should get your attention.

This is the kind of detail drivers usually learn about after a problem arises. A Louisville motorist gets stopped, an
inspection question comes up, or a vehicle sale is underway, and suddenly everyone is asking whether the tint
can be identified as compliant. That small label can answer a lot of questions quickly. Without it, the conversation
gets harder.

A good shop should already understand this requirement and treat it as part of the job, not an optional extra. If
you are calling around for window tinting services, ask directly where the compliance label goes and whether the
shop handles that placement as part of installation. If the answer sounds hesitant or vague, keep looking.

Noncompliant tint is not something to “deal with later”
Kentucky’s 2024 act is clear on another point many drivers underestimate: noncompliant tint must be removed
immediately.

That language is a strong signal from the state. It is not written like a suggestion, and it is not designed around
the idea that drivers can leave questionable tint in place until it becomes convenient to fix. If the tint does not
meet the law, the remedy is removal.

That creates a practical cost issue for Sun Tint Louisville drivers. Paying once for tint and then paying again for
removal is frustrating enough. Paying a second time to have a compliant film installed after removal is worse. It is
one reason bargain pricing can become expensive very quickly. Cheap work is not cheap if it has to come off.

There is also the legal side. Violating Kentucky’s sunscreening rules is a Class B misdemeanor. Most drivers never
think of tint as something that could carry that kind of legal weight, but it can. Once you understand that, “close
enough” stops sounding like a smart purchasing strategy.

Why the windshield rule causes so much confusion
The windshield is where most misunderstandings happen because drivers often mix legal permission with
practical freedom. Kentucky now allows sunscreening material on the windshield, yes. That does not mean any
windshield tint is legal. It means the windshield may have sunscreening material if the light transmittance is at
least 70 percent.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/search?q=Sun%20Tint


For drivers, that creates a narrow lane. It opens the door to certain light films while still preserving a high-
transmittance standard. From a compliance perspective, that is a meaningful difference.

This is also where Louisville’s driving conditions make the conversation more emotional. Afternoon sun on I-64,
glare off wet pavement, summer heat trapped in a parked car, all of that makes windshield treatment sound
appealing. I understand why drivers want relief. But desire for comfort does not change the number in the law.

If you are discussing a windshield application with an installer, the conversation should revolve around measured
transmittance and legal compliance, not marketing language. Phrases like “light smoke,” “barely noticeable,” or
“looks clear from outside” do not answer the legal question.

The rear window rule has an important mirror condition
Kentucky also addresses rear-window visibility. Under the 2024 act text, a rear window treated to be
nontransparent is allowed only if the vehicle has side mirrors on both sides.

That is one of those rules that sounds technical until you picture the safety issue behind it. If the rear glass is not
transparent, the driver needs usable side visibility on both sides to compensate. The state is not simply reacting
to appearance. It is accounting for the driver’s ability to see around the vehicle.

For Louisville drivers with SUVs, hatchbacks, and work vehicles, this point is worth remembering because rear
glass treatment can vary more than people assume. If the rear window is treated in a way that makes it
nontransparent, the vehicle needs side mirrors on both sides. On most modern vehicles, that may sound routine.
Even so, routine details are still legal requirements.

Tolerance matters, but it is not a loophole
Kentucky’s plus or minus 3 percent measurement tolerance is one of those details that gets repeated badly.
Drivers hear “tolerance” and some take it to mean there is a cushion for pushing past the rule. That is not a safe
interpretation.

Tolerance acknowledges that percentage measurements are not infinitely precise in the real world. It does not
turn the standard into a guessing game. If anything, it should encourage more caution, not less. When a law
includes tolerance, the smartest approach is to leave yourself room rather than aiming right at the edge.

This matters in Louisville because many customers shop by appearance first. They walk in saying they want
something subtle, or something dark, or something that matches factory glass. The law, however, does not care
what looked good in a parking lot. It cares what the material measures out to be.

A careful installer should be willing to talk through that reality. If the sales pitch focuses only on style and never
touches compliance, that is not a great sign.

How to choose window tinting services without creating a legal
problem
Most tint headaches start before the first piece of film is cut. They start with a rushed estimate, a casual promise,
or a customer who assumes the shop will handle the legal side automatically.

That assumption can get expensive. In my experience, the best conversations happen when the driver comes in
with a few direct questions and expects direct answers.



Ask whether the film being discussed is compliant under Kentucky law. Ask whether a compliance label will be
provided and placed on the inside left door jamb. Ask how the shop handles situations where a customer
requests something that would not meet the law. Ask what will happen if existing film on the vehicle turns out to
be noncompliant and needs to come off before new work can be done.

Those are not awkward questions. They are the normal questions of someone trying to avoid paying twice.

Louisville has plenty of drivers who want cleaner looks, less glare, and better cabin comfort, and there is nothing
unusual about that. The issue is whether the shop treats compliance as part of the craft. The best window tinting
services usually do. They know the product, know the statute, and know that the paperwork matters as much as
the film.

If you are buying a used vehicle, check the tint before you celebrate
the deal
Used cars create another common problem. A buyer falls in love with the vehicle, notices that it already has tint,
and assumes that saves money. Maybe it does. Maybe it creates a repair bill on day one.

Kentucky’s rules apply regardless of whether the tint was installed yesterday or years ago. If the film is
noncompliant, it may have to be removed immediately. That is not the kind of surprise anyone wants right after
signing papers.

When looking at a used vehicle in Louisville, pay attention to whether the tint appears to have documentation
and whether there is a compliance label on the inside left door jamb. That does not answer every possible
question by itself, but it is a sensible place to start. If no one can explain the tint, where it came from, or whether
it complies with Kentucky law, treat that uncertainty as part of the purchase decision.

A cheap used-car bargain loses some shine when the first extra expense is stripping off film and starting over.

Tesla owners in Louisville should not confuse tint with paint protection
film
This point comes up more often now because vehicle owners, especially newer EV owners, often shop for
appearance and protection packages all at once. Tint, paint protection film, ceramic coatings, and other add-ons
get discussed together, which can blur the legal picture.

Tint law in Kentucky is about sunscreening material on glass. Paint protection film is a different product used on
painted surfaces. Tesla’s official shop describes its XPEL Paint Protection Film as being designed for Tesla vehicles,
installed by XPEL-certified installers, and backed by a 10-year warranty against product defects. It is intended to
help protect against rock chips, road hazards, scratches, swirl marks, snow, salt, sand, and small debris. Tesla also
states that the film can be installed on leased vehicles if requirements are met.

Why mention that in a tint article? Because Louisville has an official Tesla location at 11701 Gateworth Way with
an on-site Service Center, and Tesla owners often look into protective upgrades early. It is easy to hear “film” and
assume one set of rules covers everything. It does not. Paint protection film and window tint serve different
purposes and raise different legal questions.

If you drive a Tesla, or any other newer vehicle with premium glass and expensive paint, it helps to separate the
conversations. Ask one set of questions about paint protection. Ask another set about sunscreening material on
the glass. Mixing them together is how people miss details that later matter.



The small print matters because enforcement starts with visibility
Traffic laws often work this way. The public focuses on the visible part, how dark something looks, whether it
seems safe, whether friends have done it for years. The actual statute, though, often turns on precise language
and small compliance steps. Kentucky tint law is a good example.

The state gives definitions. It sets a standard for windshield transmittance. It requires a label. It provides a
measurement tolerance. It requires immediate removal of noncompliant tint. It makes violations a Class B
misdemeanor. It addresses rear-window nontransparency and mirror requirements.

None of those pieces should be ignored, because they all work together. Drivers tend to think only about the
film. The law thinks about the entire compliance chain.

That is why I usually tell Louisville drivers not to shop for tint the way they shop for floor mats. This is not a
simple accessory purchase. It is a regulated modification to the glass area of your vehicle. The difference matters.

What a smart Louisville driver should do next
If your vehicle already has tint and you are not sure whether it is legal, the safest move is to get clarity before the
question becomes urgent. That might mean checking for the label on the inside left door jamb and asking a
qualified installer to explain what is on the car.

If you are planning new tint, especially on the windshield, start the conversation with Kentucky compliance, not
with color or style. Once legal options are clear, then commercial sun tint you can talk about your preferences
within that framework.

If a shop is professional, none of this will bother them. In fact, the better shops usually appreciate customers who
ask informed questions. It saves everyone time. It also reduces the odds of the shop doing work the customer
later regrets.

Louisville drivers have legitimate reasons to want tint. Summer heat is real, glare is real, and many people simply
like the finished look of a well-tinted vehicle. Kentucky law does leave room for legal sunscreening material,
including on the windshield under the new 2024 rule. But that room is not unlimited, and the details are not
optional.

The best outcome is simple. You get the comfort and appearance you want, the install is documented properly,
the film stays within Kentucky’s rules, and you never have to think about the matter again during a traffic stop, a
vehicle sale, or a future repair. That is what good planning and good window tinting services are supposed to
deliver.

Sun Tint
WINDOW TINTING SPECIALIST

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

📍 OFFICE LOCATION

4511 Poplar Level Rd
Louisville, KY 40213, US

📞 PHONE NUMBER

(502) 254-0001

🕒 HOURS OF OPERATION

Monday – Sunday: 8:00 AM – 8:00 PM

https://nyc3.digitaloceanspaces.com/home-hub/kentucky-tint-laws-every-louisville-driver-should-know.html
tel:+15022540001


Find Us on Map Visit Website

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sun+Tint/@38.1877892,-85.7016106,1164m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88690c665949b765:0x73788cfcd9474f48!8m2!3d38.1877892!4d-85.7016106!16s%2Fg%2F11dftrjzt5!5m1!1e1?hl=en&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDgwNS4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.sun-tint.com/

