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One of the first questions after an injury-producing collision is often, "How much is my car accident claim
worth?” There is no reliable chart, multiplier, or online calculator that can answer that question for every

Washington case. A claim has to be evaluated from the actual evidence.

Puyallup car accident attorney John Forsythe evaluates motor vehicle injury claims by looking at the
collision, liability, medical treatment, financial losses, insurance coverage, and the way the injuries have
affected the client's life. Those factors can differ substantially even between crashes that initially look

similar.

John M. Forsythe Campbell Barnett PLLC 317 South Meridian Puyallup, WA 98371 (253) 848-3513 Need
help after a crash? Speak with Puyallup car accident lawyer John Forsythe about your next steps.

Liability Is the Starting Point

Before evaluating damages, it is necessary to understand who may be legally responsible for the collision.

Clear liability can make a claim easier to evaluate. Disputed liability can make the analysis more complicated.

Washington applies comparative fault. Under RCW 4.22.005, fault attributed to the injured claimant

proportionately reduces compensatory damages rather than automatically eliminating the claim.

For example, a disagreement about lane position, speed, right of way, or driver attention can affect the
liability analysis. Photographs, witness statements, police reports, vehicle damage, and other evidence may

help establish what occurred.

The Nature and Severity of the Injury Matter

A temporary strain that resolves with limited treatment is not evaluated the same way as a fracture, surgery,
traumatic injury, prolonged rehabilitation, or permanent limitation. The type of injury, duration of symptoms,

treatment required, recovery, and expected future effects can all matter.

The evaluation should follow the medical evidence rather than assumptions. Records from qualified health-

care providers can help establish symptoms, findings, treatment, functional limitations, and prognosis.

Medical Expenses Are Important, but They Are Not the Entire Claim

Medical expenses can be a significant part of an injury claim, but a bill total does not automatically
determine the settlement value. The insurer may examine whether the treatment is connected to the
collision, whether it was medically necessary, how long Personal Injury Lawyer treatment lasted, and
whether future care is expected.

If personal injury protection applies, it may also affect how certain accident-related expenses are paid while

the claim is pending. The Washington Office of the Insurance Commissioner Puyallup car accident lawyer
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explains that PIP coverage can help pay certain medical costs, lost wages, loss-of-services expenses, and

funeral costs when the coverage and policy requirements apply.

Lost Income Can Increase the Financial Impact

A collision may cause someone to miss a few work shifts, take extended leave, reduce hours, change duties,

or become unable to return to the same work for a period of time. Those losses need evidence.

Pay stubs, employer verification, tax records, medical work restrictions, and other documentation may be
relevant. Self-employed people may need additional business or income records to explain the loss

accurately.
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Future Treatment and Lasting Limitations Can Change the Analysis

Some injuries resolve before the claim is evaluated. Others create future medical needs or lasting limitations.
When a qualified provider expects additional treatment, surgery, rehabilitation, or continuing restrictions,

that information can become important to the overall evaluation.

Future losses should be based on evidence, not speculation. A lawyer may need to review medical opinions,
employment information, and other documentation before those issues can be responsibly presented.



The Effect on Daily Life Is Also Relevant

An injury can affect more than work and medical appointments. Depending on the circumstances, a person
may have difficulty driving, sleeping, exercising, caring for children, performing household tasks, or

participating in normal activities.

John Forsythe's personal injury FAQ explains that claim value can depend in part on how the accident has
affected daily life. Consistent medical records and accurate descriptions of limitations can help explain

those effects.

Insurance Coverage Can Place Practical Limits on Recovery

A well-supported injury can still involve insurance limitations. The at-fault driver may carry only a certain

amount of liability insurance. If damages exceed those limits, other coverage may need to be examined.

John M. Forsythe Campbell Barnett PLLC 317 South Meridian Puyallup, WA 98371 (253) 848-3513 Injured in

a car accident? Contact John Forsythe to discuss your case and learn about your legal options.

Washington law requires insurers to offer underinsured motorist coverage subject to statutory rules and
written rejection Puyallup Personal Injury Lawyer provisions. RCW 48.22.030 addresses that coverage. The
exact benefits available depend on the policy and facts, so coverage should be verified rather than

assumed.

Documentation and Consistency Affect How the Claim Is Evaluated

A claim is easier to evaluate when the record clearly explains what happened, what injuries followed, what
treatment occurred, what work was missed, and what limitations remained. Missing records or inconsistent
accounts do not automatically defeat a claim, but they can create additional questions that need

explanation.

Keeping photographs, medical records, bills, wage documentation, insurance correspondence, repair
records, and important communications organized can make the factual history easier to understand.

Why Settlement Averages and Multipliers Can Be Misleading

Online articles sometimes suggest that a car accident claim can be calculated by multiplying medical bills or
comparing the case to an average settlement. Those shortcuts leave out major variables such as fault,
insurance limits, injury duration, prior medical history, future needs, credibility issues, and the quality of the

evidence.

Two claims with similar medical expenses can have very different outcomes. One may involve clear liability
and a full recovery. Another may involve disputed fault, permanent limitations, or limited insurance coverage.
A case-specific analysis is more useful than a generalized average.

When Should a Lawyer Evaluate the Claim?
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It can be useful to speak with a lawyer when injuries are significant, treatment is ongoing, fault is disputed,
work has been affected, insurance coverage is unclear, or an insurer is asking you to settle before you

understand the full impact of the collision.

John Forsythe has approximately 15 years of legal experience, including prior defense-side experience. He
handles car accident and other personal injury matters for Campbell Barnett PLLC with an emphasis on
direct attorney communication and involvement from evaluation through negotiation or litigation when

necessary.

If you have questions about the value or handling of a Puyallup-area car accident claim, you can review the

firm's personal injury services or request a case evaluation.

This article provides general information and is not legal advice. No particular result or settlement amount
can be predicted without evaluating the specific facts, evidence, insurance coverage, injuries, and

applicable law.
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