A torn lanai screen never seems urgent until the first mosquito finds it, or a summer storm turns a small rip into a
long, sagging split. Then it becomes the kind of home repair that starts simple and gets complicated fast.
Homeowners usually land in one of two camps. They either head to Home Depot for materials, advice, or an

installer referral, or they call a local screen company that fixes lanais every week.

Both routes can work. The better choice depends on what failed, how large the enclosure is, how picky you are
about the finished look, and how much time you want to spend wrestling with spline, mesh tension, and Florida

weather.

If you are weighing Home Depot vs local pros for lanai rescreening, it helps to separate three different jobs
people often lump together. One is a quick patch for a small hole. Another is replacing a single panel. The third is
full rescreening of the enclosure. Those jobs have very different costs, very different skill levels, and very different

odds of turning into a frustrating Saturday.

The real question is not where to buy the screen

Most people start by asking, how much does Home Depot charge to repair screens? That sounds straightforward,
but big box stores usually work more as a materials supplier and, in some cases, a connection point to third-party
installers. The answer often depends on your location, whether the work is a standard door or window screen,
and whether there is an installer in their network who handles larger outdoor enclosures. A lanai is not the same

as a window screen, and treating it like one is where confusion starts.

A local pro, by contrast, usually looks at the whole enclosure. They notice brittle spline, loose fasteners, bent
framing, rubbed corners, pet damage, and roof tie-in issues that a simple parts run does not solve. That broader

view can save money if your lanai has multiple weak spots, but it can also mean a higher estimate upfront.

So when homeowners ask, is it worth fixing a broken screen, my answer is usually yes, but only after you identify
the scale of the problem. A thumb-sized puncture in one panel is one thing. A 15-year-old lanai with several sun-

baked panels that crack when touched is another.

What Home Depot is good at, and where it falls short

Home Depot is useful when you already know what you need. If you want a roll of screen mesh, spline, a spline
roller, screen repair tape, or a replacement tool because yours snapped halfway through the job, it is a solid first

stop. For confident DIY homeowners, that convenience matters.

It is also helpful if you are trying to answer practical questions like how to replace screen porch mesh or how do |
rescreen my lanai? The materials are easy to find, and staff may point you in the right direction for basic supplies.
But the level of advice depends heavily on who is working that day. Some employees know screens well. Some

know enough to help you find the aisle.

What Home Depot usually does not offer is specialized diagnosis for a large aluminum lanai enclosure. That
matters more than people think. On a small repair, almost any decent mesh will physically fit. On a lanai in
Florida, though, the right choice depends on opening size, wind exposure, sun intensity, whether pets press

against the screen, and whether the rest of the enclosure is near the end of its life.

| have seen plenty of DIY projects where the homeowner bought the correct width of spline but the wrong

diameter, or the right mesh but installed it too loose. The panel looked acceptable from ten feet away and



terrible up close. Within a month, one corner started to billow. Within a season, another panel tore because the

frame edge was rough and unfiled.

That does not mean DIY is a bad idea. It means big box stores are best for supply, not necessarily for judgment.

What local screen pros usually bring to the table

A good local screen company has probably repaired dozens of lanais in your neighborhood or at least in the
same climate conditions. That experience shows up in small but important ways. They know which enclosures
tend to rack after storms. They know which mesh holds up better in exposed backyards. They know the difference

between a panel that can be replaced cleanly and one that is going to telegraph every mistake.

More importantly, local pros often carry the rhythm of this kind of work in their hands. Lanai screening looks
simple until you try to keep tension even across a large opening while not bowing the frame or puckering the

corners. That is why even handy homeowners can struggle with full panels.

Local companies also tend to be more direct about trade-offs. If you ask, is a 20x20 screen worth it, a seasoned
pro may say yes for visibility and airflow in some settings, but not if you need finer insect protection. If you ask
how long do lanai screens last in Florida, they will usually answer with context rather than a neat promise. In
Florida, life span depends on sun exposure, salt air, storm debris, pool chemicals, tree cover, pets, and the quality
of the original install. In many cases, standard lanai screen may last around 8 to 15 years, sometimes less in harsh

coastal or fully exposed conditions, sometimes longer on protected enclosures.

That kind of local realism is hard to get from a general home improvement aisle.

What does lanai screen repair actually cost?

This is where homeowners want specifics, and the honest answer is that prices vary a lot by region, panel size,

access, and material. Still, realistic ranges help.

If you are wondering, how much does it usually cost to fix a screen, a very small patch can be almost nothing if
you do it yourself. A roll of repair tape or a patch kit is inexpensive. Professional minimum service calls, though,
can make even tiny repairs cost more than expected because you are paying for travel time and labor, not just

the material.

For a single lanai panel replacement, many homeowners in Florida see pricing somewhere in the rough range of
$75 to $150 per panel, sometimes higher for oversized sections, difficult access, specialty mesh, or high-demand
storm seasons. A small basic job might come in lower, while custom work or second-story access can push it
upward.

If you are asking, how much does it cost to repair a lanai screen, that single-panel range is usually the closest

useful answer. But if several panels are damaged, the economics change quickly.

For full lanai rescreening, the usual pricing conversation shifts to total square footage, number of panels, and the
amount of labor needed custom lanai enclosure repair to remove old spline and install fresh mesh throughout.
People also search for what's the average cost to rescreen a porch, and the numbers overlap somewhat, though
lanais in Florida often involve larger enclosures and more weather exposure than a standard front porch. Many
homeowners end up seeing totals from several hundred dollars for a very small enclosure to a few thousand for

larger or more complex lanais.

If you are specifically asking, how much does it cost to rescreen a lanai in Florida, a small lanai may land around

the high hundreds to low thousands, while a large enclosure can be substantially more. The phrase how much to
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screen in a small lanai usually points people toward the lower end of that spectrum, but even then, mesh type

and access matter.

The simplest way to frame it is this: one broken panel is a repair decision, several aging panels are often a

rescreening decision.

When DIY makes sense

Do it yourself rescreening can absolutely be worth it if the repair is limited, the frame is in good shape, and you
have the patience for detail work. A small lanai with one or two accessible panels is the sweet spot for DIY. So is a
homeowner who already has basic tools, steady hands, and enough stubbornness to redo a panel if the first

attempt looks off.

The first panel is almost always slower than expected. You remove the old spline, pull the old mesh, clean the
channel, cut fresh material with some extra margin, press in the spline while holding even tension, then trim the
excess without nicking the new screen. That sounds manageable, and it is, but only if the frame itself is straight

and the old spline channel is still clean and intact.

The process becomes much less friendly when the enclosure is tall, the openings are wide, the aluminum is
warped, or the old screen has been in place so long that the spline has fused into the groove. That is the point
where homeowners start asking how do | rescreen my lanai and then, halfway through, start searching for a

contractor.
A quick reality check helps:

* DIY is usually reasonable for one or two easy-access panels.

® DIY gets harder fast with tall walls, large spans, and brittle old framing.

® Full lanai rescreening is labor-heavy even when the technique is simple.

* |f looks matter, your first few panels may not match professional finish quality.

* |f a storm season is approaching, speed can matter more than savings.

That is where local pros earn their keep. They can often finish in hours what takes a homeowner an entire

weekend and two return trips for extra spline.

The patch question: tape, kits, and temporary fixes

A lot of homeowners ask, how do | repair a hole in my lanai screen, especially when the damage is small and
isolated. The fastest answer is a screen patch or repair tape. And yes, screen repair tape actually works, within

limits.

For a tiny puncture in a low-stress area, tape can buy you time. It is easy, cheap, and often good enough if you
just want to keep bugs out for the moment. The trouble is that Florida sun is brutal. Adhesives that seem strong
indoors can peel, curl, or discolor outside. A patch also remains visible, sometimes very visible, which bothers

homeowners more than they expect once they start seeing it every day.

For a clean, lasting result, replacing the whole panel is usually better than patching. It is more work, but it
restores tension and appearance. If the hole is near an edge or corner, patching becomes even less satisfying

because that area flexes more.

So, is it worth fixing a broken screen with tape? For a quick stopgap, yes. For a long-term repair on a prominent

lanai panel, not really.



How to judge whether the whole enclosure needs rescreening

A single rip from a branch impact does not mean the whole lanai is failing. But there are clues that point toward

full replacement instead of piecemeal repair.

If the screen feels chalky, dry, or brittle when touched, that is one clue. If multiple panels have tiny tears, loose
spots, or waves, that is another. If the enclosure was screened many years ago and the color has faded unevenly,
new isolated panels can stand out sharply against the old ones. Some homeowners do not mind that. Others hate

the patchwork look.

This is especially common in Florida, where lanai screens age unevenly depending on sun orientation. The west-
facing side can be tired while the shaded side still looks decent. A local pro will usually point this out during the

estimate. That advice is worth something, even if you still choose a smaller repair.

If you are wondering how much does it cost to replace a lanai screen, first decide whether you mean one panel or

the entire enclosure. Homeowners use that phrase both ways, and the price difference is huge.

Does ACE Hardware do rescreening?

People often ask this alongside Home Depot questions: does ACE Hardware do rescreening? The answer depends
on the specific store. Some ACE locations offer screen repair for windows or doors, and some may cut materials
or suggest local service providers. But a lanai is specialized work, and large enclosure rescreening is not

something you should assume any hardware retailer handles directly.

For a full lanai, it is smarter to call the store first and ask whether they only sell materials or whether they have a
reliable local referral for outdoor enclosure screen work. That saves a wasted trip and gives you a clearer idea of
whether you are shopping for supplies or hiring expertise.

Mesh choices matter more than homeowners expect

A lot of cost and performance questions come back to mesh type. If you have searched is a 20x20 screen worth it,
you are already thinking about this correctly. Different mesh counts change airflow, visibility, insect protection,
and durability. A finer mesh may help with smaller bugs but can reduce airflow and visibility slightly. A more open

mesh can feel brighter and breezier.

For lanais, standard screen is often enough. But if your home backs up to water, if no-see-ums are a constant
problem, or if pets lean against the walls, the discussion changes. The cheapest screen is not always the cheapest

choice if you are replacing it again too soon.

This is one of the clearest differences between buying at Home Depot and hiring a local pro. At the store, you can
compare rolls and labels. With a pro, you can explain your actual problem. “The dog pushes this panel every
afternoon,” or “the bugs are awful at dusk,” or “this side gets hammered by sun.” Those details shape the right

recommendation.

How to choose between Home Depot and a local pro

The choice gets easier when you stop asking who is cheaper in the abstract and start asking who is better for

your exact situation.

If your goal is to learn how to replace screen porch mesh on a manageable panel, save some money, and handle

the work yourself, Home Depot is a practical starting point. You can get the materials, watch the budget, and



decide whether the job is within your comfort zone.

If your lanai has several damaged panels, noticeable aging, difficult access, or you care a lot about clean, even
results, local pros usually offer better value. Not because their sticker price is always lower, but because they

reduce redo risk. They also spot enclosure issues you may miss, and that can save you from paying twice.

Here is the simplest rule | use when people ask for advice: if the repair is small, isolated, and low on the wall, DIY
is fair game. If the screen is aging across the enclosure, the openings are large, or ladders are involved, call a

specialist.

What | would do in the most common scenarios

A golf-ball-sized hole in one panel near a patio chair, with the rest of the lanai in good shape, is a repair. You

could patch it temporarily, or replace that panel properly.

Two or three torn panels after a storm, but the rest of the enclosure still feels flexible and healthy, is usually still a

repair job. At that point | would compare DIY material cost against a local company’s minimum service call.

A ten-year-old enclosure with fading, looseness, and multiple weak spots is where lanai rescreening starts to

make more sense than chasing one panel at a time. That is especially true if you care about appearance.

A very small enclosure makes homeowners ask, what's the average cost to rescreen a porch, or how much to
screen in a small lanai? Small jobs can feel disproportionately expensive because labor and trip charges do not
shrink as much as square footage does. That is one case where DIY can create real savings, provided the work is

accessible and the frame is sound.

The better choice depends on what you are trying to buy

You are not just buying screen mesh. You are buying either materials, or labor, or peace of mind.
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Home Depot is a good fit when you want control, supplies, and a chance to save money on a straightforward
repair. Local pros are a better fit when you want judgment, speed, and a clean finished result that does not nag at

you every time you walk outside.

For many homeowners, the smartest move is a hybrid one. Price the materials. Watch how complex the panels
really are. Then get one or two local estimates before deciding. Once you know what the repair actually involves,

the answer usually becomes obvious.

And if you are standing in your lanai, staring at a rip that keeps catching your eye, here is the plain truth: the
longer you wait, the less likely it stays a small job. Florida screens do not usually fail in a neat, polite way. They fail

all at once, in heat, wind, and bug season, which is exactly when you will wish you had handled it sooner.



