How To Tell Whether Air Leakage Starts At The Door Or The Frame

When a front or patio door starts leaking air in Dallas, the problem is often smaller than homeowners expect. In
many cases, the leak comes from flattened seals, loose threshold hardware, or gaps that can be corrected without

changing the door itself.

One of the fastest ways to narrow it down is to feel around the perimeter on a windy day and notice whether the
draft is coming from one side, the latch area, the threshold, or the full frame. If the door closes but does not

compress the seal evenly, the weatherstripping may be tired or the hinges may have sagged.

If the stop molding is loose, the threshold is damaged, or the slab has visible warping, the repair decision

changes quickly. An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

The Limits Of A Low-Cost Repair

It is also the least disruptive option, which matters when the door is otherwise in good shape and the issue is

mostly comfort and efficiency.

Once those parts flatten out, the HVAC system has to work harder to keep up, and the house can feel less stable

from room to room.
Weatherstripping repairs tend to make sense when:

® The door still operates smoothly

* The frame has not shifted far out of alignment

* The door slab itself is still structurally sound

® The draft is clearly coming from the perimeter, not the middle of the door

® The issue started gradually as the seals aged
These repairs are also easier to justify when the door is relatively new.

In Dallas, that often shows up in homes with settling foundations, since even small movement can throw a door

out of alignment.

Why Some Energy Loss Cannot Be Sealed Away
Door replacement starts to make more sense when the door itself is the weak point.

Repeated sun exposure, seasonal expansion and contraction, and humidity swings can cause wood to crack, twist,

or swell unevenly.
The cost of repeated fixes can add up fast, and the comfort gain tends to be limited if the core assembly is tired.
It is whether the door can still perform well for the next several years without constant adjustment.

For homes where the entry gets full afternoon sun, the difference can be noticeable in comfort even before any

utility savings show up.

Heat, Soil, And Sun All Matter

Dallas homes deal with a rough mix of conditions for exterior doors.



A door that would still be fine in a milder climate may be on its last legs here because the frame has moved a

little, the seals have baked hard, and the slab has started to bow.
Foundation movement is one of the most common hidden variables.

The side of the house that gets the hardest afternoon sun often shows the first signs of seal breakdown, faded

finishes, and brittle trim.

If the door still operates smoothly and the gap issues are minor, weatherstripping is usually the sensible first step.

What To Ask Before You Replace Or Repair

The cleanest way to decide is to start with function.
Cost is part of the decision, but it should not be the only one.

If the door is old enough that you are already planning hinge repairs, threshold work, and seal replacement, a

new door door replacement may be the cleaner investment.
Before deciding, ask a few direct questions:

* |s the air leak coming from worn seals or from a crooked opening?
* Does the door close and latch without force?

* Are there visible signs of warping, rot, or frame movement?

® Has the door needed repeated repairs in the past few years?

* Would a better-sealed replacement actually improve comfort enough to justify the spend?

If you are still not sure, a professional inspection is usually worth more than guessing from the utility bill alone.
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