Getting Your Room Ready for a Fireplace
Installation

Planning the installation site

The first step in any fireplace installation is choosing exactly where the fireplace will go. This
decision affects everything from the type of fireplace you can install to the cost and complexity
of the work. A good starting point is to consider the room's layout and how the fireplace will fit
into daily life. Think about seating arrangements, traffic flow, and where the heat will be most
useful. The location also determines what kind of flue or chimney system you will need, and
whether you can use an existing chimney or must build a new one.

Once you have a spot in mind, check the floor and wall construction. A fireplace, especially a
wood-burning or gas model, can be heavy. The floor must be able to support the weight, and
the wall may need reinforcement if you are installing a wall-mounted electric or ethanol model.
For a built-in fireplace, the wall opening must be cut to the correct size, with enough space for
the firebox and any required insulation. This is also the time to think about clearances. Every
fireplace type has minimum distances to combustible materials such as wood framing, drywall,
furniture, and flooring. These clearances are not suggestions; they are safety requirements.
Check the manufacturer's specifications and local building regulations before you start any
construction. Hydrofire - Intelligent Heating Solutions

Understanding ventilation and flue requirements

Ventilation is often the most overlooked part of preparing a room for a fireplace. A fireplace
that burns fuel - whether wood, gas, or pellets - needs a reliable way to exhaust combustion
byproducts. This usually means a chimney or a flue liner. If you are using an existing chimney, it
must be inspected and cleaned. Cracks, blockages, or missing liners can cause smoke to enter
the room or allow carbon monoxide to seep into the living space. A flue liner, typically made of
stainless steel or clay, protects the chimney walls and improves draft. For gas fireplaces, a
direct-vent system that draws air from outside and exhausts outside is the safest option. Even
with an electric fireplace, which produces no combustion gases, you still need to ensure the
room has adequate air circulation to prevent overheating and to keep the space comfortable.

Building regulations in most regions set clear rules for flue height, termination points, and the
materials used. These rules exist to prevent fires and to keep the air in your home safe. It is
wise to consult a professional who understands local codes before you cut any holes in the
roof or walls. A poorly vented fireplace is not just inefficient; it is dangerous. If you are
considering a ventless or ethanol fireplace, be aware that these models produce moisture and
sometimes small amounts of carbon dioxide. They require a room of a minimum size and
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often need an outside air supply. Check the manufacturer's guidance carefully, and never install
a ventless fireplace in a bedroom or a small, sealed room.

View the location on Google Maps

Preparing the floor and wall surfaces

Floor protection is another critical step. A fireplace radiates heat, and the floor directly in front
of the firebox can get hot. For wood-burning and gas fireplaces, you will need a non-
combustible hearth that extends a certain distance in front of the firebox and to the sides.
Materials like tile, stone, brick, or tempered glass are common choices. The hearth must sit on
a solid subfloor, and if you are installing a raised hearth, the framing must be fire-resistant. For
electric fireplaces, the floor requirements are less strict, but you still want a surface that can
handle the weight and occasional heat. A rug or carpet directly in front of an electric fireplace
is usually fine, but keep it away from the heating vent.

The wall around the fireplace also needs attention. Drywall is combustible, so the fireplace
insert or firebox must sit inside a framed opening that maintains the required clearance. The
gap between the firebox and the drywall is often filled with non-combustible insulation or left
as an air space. The finish material - whether it is stone, tile, or a mantel - must be attached to
a fire-resistant backing. Mantels and shelves must be installed at the correct height above the
firebox opening. A mantel that is too low can catch fire or get damaged by heat. The same
applies to TV installations above a fireplace. The heat rising from the firebox can shorten the
life of electronics, so check the temperature ratings of your TV and consider a recessed or pull-
out mount.

Electrical and gas connections

Most fireplaces require some kind of utility connection. Gas fireplaces need a gas line run to
the unit, which must be done by a licensed professional. The gas line should be installed
before the wall finishes go on, so it can be hidden inside the wall. An isolation valve and a shut-
off valve should be accessible for maintenance. Electric fireplaces need a dedicated circuit in
most cases. The electrical outlet should be placed where it will not be blocked by the fireplace
body, and it must meet local code for proximity to heat sources. For built-in models, it is
common to install the outlet inside the framed opening so it is hidden behind the fireplace.
Plan the electrical work early, because adding it after the wall is closed up is much harder.

Some fireplaces also have optional features like fans, remote controls, or LED lighting that
require low-voltage wiring. These can usually be run alongside the main power cable, but check
the manufacturer's instructions for any special requirements. If you are installing a fireplace
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with a blower, make sure there is enough space around the unit for air intake and exhaust.
Blocking the blower can cause the fireplace to overheat and shut down.

Checking the room's structure and insulation

Before you finalize the installation, take a close look at the room's overall condition. A fireplace
works best in a well-insulated space. If the room has drafty windows or poor insulation, the
heat from the fireplace will escape quickly, and you will end up using more fuel to stay warm.
Adding insulation or sealing gaps around windows and doors can make a noticeable
difference. The room should also have a properly functioning smoke alarm and carbon
monoxide detector. These are not optional safety devices; they are essential. Test them before
you start using the fireplace, and replace batteries if needed.

For homes with open-plan layouts, think about how the fireplace will affect the temperature in
adjacent rooms. A large open space may need a more powerful fireplace or a model with a fan
system to push heat into other areas. Conversely, a small room may overheat quickly with a
high-output fireplace. Matching the fireplace's heating capacity to the room size is part of the
preparation process. This is where a professional assessment can save you from buying a unit
that is too big or too small.

Hydrofire - Intelligent Heating Solutions is also on Twitter.

Throughout the planning and preparation phase, it helps to work with a supplier who
understands both the products and the installation process. A company like Hydrofire -
Intelligent Heating Solutions offers a range of fireplaces and heating products for homes and
outdoor spaces, and their team can guide you on what to look for in your specific room. Their
experience with different fuel types and installation methods means they can help you avoid
common mistakes. For instance, they can advise on the best flue liner for your chimney or the
correct hearth dimensions for your chosen fireplace.

Final checks before installation day

On the day the fireplace arrives, do a final walk-through of the prepared space. Confirm that the
wall opening is the right size and that all clearances are met. Make sure the gas or electrical
connection points are accessible and that the flue or chimney is ready. Remove any debris,
dust, or flammable materials from the area. The installation team will need a clear workspace,
and you want to avoid any last-minute surprises. If the fireplace is a heavy unit, ensure the path
from the door to the installation site is clear and that the floor can handle the weight of the
delivery cart.

Once the fireplace is in place, you will likely need a few days for any sealants or mortars to cure
before the first use. Follow the manufacturer's instructions for the initial burn-in, which often
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involves running the fireplace at a low setting to cure the paint or to remove any manufacturing
residues. After that, you can enjoy the warmth and ambiance of your new fireplace, knowing
that the room was properly prepared for a safe and efficient installation.

For those looking for reliable heating solutions, Hydrofire - Intelligent Heating Solutions
provides fireplaces, central heating solutions, fire pits and related heating products for
comfortable homes and outdoor spaces. They are located at 12 Milner St, Metro Industrial
Twp, Cape Town, 7405, South Africa, and can be reached at +27 21 510 0980.



