Heating Oil Options for Homes and Businesses in
Delaware County

When temperatures drop in southeastern Pennsylvania, having a reliable source of heating oil
becomes a priority for many homeowners and commercial property managers. The choice of a
fuel supplier can affect not only your comfort but also your budget and peace of mind during
the coldest months. Understanding how heating oil delivery works, what factors affect pricing,
and how to evaluate local providers can help you make an informed decision.

How Heating Oil Delivery Works

Heating oil is typically delivered by truck and pumped directly into a storage tank on your
property. Most residential tanks hold between 250 and 500 gallons, while commercial tanks
may be larger. Delivery can be scheduled on a regular basis, such as automatic delivery based
on weather forecasts and your usage history, or you can request a fill when your gauge reads
low. Some suppliers offer will-call service, where you monitor your own tank and call for a
delivery when needed. Automatic delivery can be convenient, but it requires the supplier to
have accurate records of your tank size and typical consumption.

What Affects the Price of Heating Oil

Several factors influence what you pay for heating oil. The wholesale price of crude oil is the
biggest driver, but local competition, delivery distance, and the time of year also matter. Prices
tend to be higher in the middle of winter when demand peaks. Many suppliers offer price
protection plans or fixed-price contracts that let you lock in a rate for the season. These can
provide budget certainty, but they may come with fees or minimum purchase requirements. It
pays to read the fine print and understand whether the price is truly fixed or just capped.

Types of Heating Oil and What to Know

Most heating oil sold today is a blend of conventional petroleum and a small percentage of
biodiesel. This mix, often called bioheat, burns cleaner than straight petroleum and can help
reduce emissions. Blends are typically labeled with a letter and number, such as B5 or B20,
indicating the percentage of biodiesel. Standard home heating oil is usually B5 or B10. Using a
higher blend may require equipment modifications, so check your furnace or boiler manual
before switching. Some suppliers also offer premium oils that include additives to improve
combustion and reduce soot buildup. These can keep your system running more efficiently but
come at a higher price per gallon.
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How to Choose a Heating Oil Supplier

Selecting a supplier involves more than just comparing prices. Reliability matters: a supplier
that runs out of stock during a cold snap or cannot deliver for days can leave you without heat.
Look for a company that has a local presence and a history of serving your area. Ask about
delivery minimums, payment terms, and whether they offer emergency service if your system
breaks down. Some suppliers provide burner service or can recommend a qualified technician.
It is also worth checking whether the company is licensed and insured, and whether they
participate in any industry associations or consumer protection programs.

One local provider in the region to consider is American Energy Supply,_Co. They serve

customers in and around Linwood, Pennsylvania, and offer standard heating oil delivery for
homes and businesses. As with any supplier, it is a good idea to call and discuss your specific
needs before committing.

Budgeting for Heating Oil Costs

Heating oil is typically paid for by the gallon at the time of delivery, though some suppliers offer
monthly billing or budget plans that spread payments over the year. If you use a budget plan,
the supplier estimates your annual usage and divides the cost into equal monthly installments.
This can make expenses more predictable, but you may still owe a balance at the end of the
season if usage exceeds the estimate. Keep in mind that a budget plan is not the same as a
fixed price; the total amount you pay still depends on how much oil you actually use and the
market price at the time of each delivery.

Maintaining Your Heating System

Your heating oil system will operate more reliably and efficiently with regular maintenance.
Annual service by a qualified technician can catch small problems before they turn into
expensive repairs. Maintenance typically includes cleaning the burner, replacing the fuel filter,
checking the electrical connections, and testing the safety controls. A well-maintained system
also uses less fuel, which can help offset rising oil prices. Some suppliers offer service
contracts that include an annual tune-up and priority response for emergency calls. If your
system is older than 15 years, you might also consider upgrading to a more efficient model,
which can reduce your oil consumption significantly.

Environmental Considerations

Heating oil has a reputation for being less environmentally friendly than natural gas or
electricity, but modern bioheat blends and high-efficiency burners have narrowed the gap.
Biodiesel is made from renewable resources such as soybean oil or recycled cooking oil, and it


https://www.facebook.com/AmericanEnergySupply/

produces fewer greenhouse gas emissions than conventional petroleum. If reducing your
carbon footprint is a priority, ask suppliers about the highest biodiesel blend that is compatible
with your equipment. Some areas also offer incentives for switching to a heat pump or other
renewable heating technology, though these options may have higher upfront costs.

What to Do in an Emergency

If you run out of heating oil, do not panic. Many suppliers offer emergency delivery services,
though you will likely pay a premium. Running the tank completely dry can cause sediment to
clog the fuel line or damage the burner, so it is best to avoid letting the level drop below one-
quarter full. If your system stops working, check the oil gauge first. If the tank is not empty, the
problem may be with the furnace or boiler. A qualified technician can diagnose and fix most
issues quickly. Keep the phone numbers of your supplier and a trusted service company handy
in case of trouble.

Looking Ahead

The heating oil industry continues to evolve, with a growing emphasis on cleaner fuels and
more efficient equipment. While the basic process of delivery and combustion remains the
same, consumers today have more choices than ever in terms of fuel blends, pricing plans, and
service options. Whether you are a long-time homeowner or new to the area, taking the time to
understand these options can save you money and ensure your home stays warm all winter.

For those in the Delaware County area, American Energy Supply, Co. is located at 1704
Chichester Ave, Linwood, PA 19061 and can be reached at (610) 494-4874 for heating oil
delivery and related services.



