
Families in Riverside who are looking at surrogacy usually have two questions circling in their minds at the same
time: “Will this work?” and “What is this going to cost us?” Both are fair, and both are tightly linked to the role of
the surrogacy agency.

When you see a quote for a “Riverside surrogacy package” or an “agency fee,” it can feel like a single, formidable
number. Underneath that number, though, is a long list of services, safeguards, and people whose work you rarely
see directly. Understanding what is actually included gives you two kinds of control. First, you can compare
agencies intelligently. Second, you can budget and plan without constant anxiety about surprise expenses.

This guide focuses on Riverside and the broader California context, since the laws, pay scales, and insurance issues
here are different from many other states.

Why California, and Riverside in particular, are popular for surrogacy
California is one of the most surrogacy-friendly states in the country. That is not marketing language. It comes
down to several concrete realities.

Surrogacy is legal in California, including compensated gestational surrogacy. Courts here are very familiar with
parentage orders, so it is usually possible to establish the intended parents as the legal parents before birth or
shortly after. This is a major reason California is a magnet for people from states with unclear or restrictive laws.

Riverside County benefits from that statewide legal infrastructure, but it also has its own advantages. Many
surrogates in Riverside and neighboring counties are already parents in relatively stable situations, with access to
solid prenatal care. Living costs are lower than in coastal cities like Los Angeles or San Francisco, which affects both
surrogate compensation norms and agency operating costs. For intended parents, that often translates into
surrogacy packages that are a bit more affordable than in some other California metro areas, while still staying
within statewide legal standards.

Gestational vs traditional surrogacy: what almost everyone actually
uses
One quick clarification that affects both cost and legality: most agencies in California, including Riverside, work
almost exclusively with gestational surrogacy. In gestational surrogacy, the surrogate (often called a gestational
carrier) has no genetic link to the child. The embryo is created using the egg and sperm of the intended parents or
donors.

Traditional surrogacy, where the surrogate uses her own egg and is both the genetic and birth mother, is much
rarer. It carries more legal and emotional complexity and is usually arranged outside of agencies, often as private
or known-donor arrangements. If an agency in Riverside mentions “surrogacy” without qualifiers, you can assume
they are talking about gestational surrogacy.

From a fee perspective, agency packages are structured around gestational surrogacy and all the extra medical
coordination that requires.

What does surrogacy actually cost in California?
Exact numbers change year by year, but for a full gestational surrogacy journey in California, intended parents
often see total costs in the range of about $120,000 to $200,000 or more. Riverside programs usually fall within



that statewide range, sometimes toward the lower or middle end, depending on surrogate compensation and
clinic choice.

That total is not the agency fee alone. It is the sum of several buckets:

1. Agency fee

2. Surrogate compensation and benefits

3. Fertility clinic and medical expenses

4. Legal fees for all parties

5. Insurance and possibly life insurance

6. Incidental and travel costs

When people ask, “How much does a surrogacy agency charge?” they are usually looking at the first bucket.
Agency fees in California often range from about $20,000 to $40,000 or more, depending on the agency’s size,
reputation, and level of hands-on support. Riverside agencies may be toward the lower half of that, but not
always. A “cheaper” southerncaliforniasurrogacy.com Riverside Best Surrogacy Agencies agency is not
automatically better or worse. The real question is what is included in that number and what is left out.

What’s included in surrogacy agency fees?
Every agency labels its package a little differently, but the core services tend to fall into similar categories. When I
talk with families in Riverside who are comparing quotes, I encourage them to line up those categories side by side
instead of focusing only on the top-line number.

Here are the main components that are typically wrapped into a Riverside surrogacy agency fee:

1. Intake, education, and planning

The early months can feel like drinking from a firehose. A good agency spends time clarifying whether
surrogacy is suitable, which type of surrogacy fits your situation, and how California law applies to you. This
includes walking through the difference between gestational and traditional surrogacy, what legal
requirements for surrogacy in California look like, what kind of insurance you will need, and how the surrogacy
process works from first call to post-birth paperwork.

2. Surrogate recruitment and screening

This is one of the most labor-intensive elements, even though most intended parents never see it. Agencies
recruit, interview, and vet potential surrogates. In California, requirements to become a surrogate typically
include being a certain age, having had at least one uncomplicated prior pregnancy and birth, passing medical
and psychological evaluations, and living in stable circumstances. In Riverside County, agencies often know the
local OBs, clinics, and hospitals, which helps them spot potential issues earlier.

Screening usually covers medical records review, mental health evaluation, criminal background checks, and
sometimes home assessments. A candidate can be disqualified from being a surrogate for many reasons:
complex medical history, untreated mental health issues, lack of support at home, dangerous living conditions,
recent substance use, or current financial distress that might be considered coercive. A thorough screening
process is one reason surrogacy agencies are worth it for many families.

3. Matching services

Matching is more than swapping profiles. When intended parents wonder, “How long does it take to be
matched with a surrogate?” the honest answer is that it can range from a few months to over a year,
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depending on criteria on both sides. An agency coordinator is balancing the surrogate’s preferences (for
example, whether she is open to carrying for single people or same-sex couples) with the intended parents’
preferences (location, views on termination, communication style, number of embryos to transfer, and so on).

In Riverside, it is fairly common to see surrogates who prefer to work with local or Southern California families
to keep travel modest. California law permits single intended parents and same-sex couples to pursue
surrogacy, and many surrogates welcome those arrangements, but the agency still has to find the right
personal fit. The work of facilitating those discussions, and documenting the agreements in the match
summary, is part of the fee.

4. Coordination of medical care

Once matched, the agency becomes the hub between the fertility clinic, the surrogate’s OB, the intended
parents, and often a separate monitoring clinic if people live in different cities. Someone has to make sure the
surrogate’s records get to the IVF clinic, that she starts medications on schedule, that appointments are
booked, that travel plans work, and that everyone is clear on who pays what. In a Riverside case, that might
mean coordinating between a local OB in Riverside, a fertility clinic in Orange County, and intended parents
flying in from out of state.

5. Legal referrals and case management

While agencies are not law firms, reputable Riverside agencies have established relationships with assisted
reproduction lawyers. Agency fees usually include connecting both you and your surrogate to separate
attorneys, making sure the surrogacy contract addresses California’s legal requirements, and keeping track of
timelines for parentage orders. Questions like “Who are the legal parents in a surrogacy arrangement?” or “Do
you need a lawyer for surrogacy?” are answered both by your attorney and, practically speaking, by the
agency staff that have shepherded dozens of cases through local courts.

Agencies also help clarify rights and expectations. For example, what rights does a surrogate have in
California? She has the right to make her own medical decisions, to receive the compensation and benefits in
the contract, and to have independent legal counsel. The agency’s job is not to override those rights but to
make sure everyone understands them and that the contract reflects them accurately.

6. Escrow and financial management

Most agencies require the use of a licensed escrow or trust account. While the escrow fees themselves may or
may not be bundled into the agency fee, the oversight and coordination usually are. The agency tracks when
surrogate base compensation, monthly allowances, maternity clothing allowances, and other payments should
be released, based on confirmations from clinics and doctors. This protects both sides: the surrogate knows
she will be paid on time, and the intended parents know payments are only released when contract conditions
are met.

7. Emotional support and conflict resolution

Surrogacy is joyful and stressful, often in the same week. Misunderstandings happen. Maybe an intended
parent texts a surrogate too often, or not enough. Maybe someone feels blindsided by a medical
recommendation. A seasoned case manager can defuse small tensions before they become big conflicts. Many
Riverside agencies also include access to counselors, support groups, or at least referrals to mental health
providers familiar with fertility and third-party reproduction.

8. Post-birth logistics



Agency involvement does not end at delivery. Staff often coordinate with the hospital on who can be in the
room, how the baby will be handed to the intended parents, and how the birth certificate will be processed.
For intended parents coming from out of state or overseas, this can also include guidance on traveling home
with the baby, passport issues, and any follow-up with the court.

Those categories are what you are paying for when you see a Riverside surrogacy “agency fee.” If a quote seems
dramatically lower, look closely at which of these tasks you would end up managing yourself.

Surrogate compensation: what do surrogates earn in Riverside?
Separate from agency fees is what surrogates get paid. People often phrase it simply: “How much do surrogates
get paid in Riverside?” or “How much do surrogates make in California?” The answer depends on experience, the
specific agency, and the details of the pregnancy.

As of recent years, first-time gestational surrogates in California often receive a base compensation in the range of
about $45,000 to $70,000, with Riverside typically clustering in the middle of that range. Experienced surrogates
who have carried before can earn more. On top of base compensation, there are additional payments such as:

monthly allowances for local travel and minor expenses

maternity clothing allowance

payments for invasive procedures

compensation for carrying twins or for undergoing a cesarean section

These are structured and paid through the escrow account under the terms of the contract. The agency helps
design and explain this compensation package, but the money itself flows from the intended parents, not from the



agency fee.

Insurance, medical bills, and whether surrogacy is covered
Insurance is one of the most misunderstood and anxiety-inducing pieces. Intended parents frequently ask, “Is
surrogacy covered by insurance in California?” The honest answer is “sometimes, partially, and only with careful
review.”

Many general health plans exclude surrogate pregnancies. A surrogate’s own policy might pay nothing if the plan
has a surrogacy exclusion. Some policies cover a surrogate pregnancy as they would any other, but only if no
surrogacy compensation is involved, or only in certain circumstances. The fine print matters.

In practice, Riverside agencies usually help arrange one of three paths:

1. Use the surrogate’s existing insurance, if it clearly covers surrogate pregnancies.

2. Purchase a separate maternity policy specifically for the surrogacy.

3. Use self-pay rates at hospitals and clinics, sometimes with the help of insurance brokers who specialize in
third-party reproduction.

Most agency fees include insurance review, but the premiums themselves are extra. Similarly, IVF cycles,
medications, embryo creation, and transfer procedures are billed by the fertility clinic and are not part of the
agency fee.

Are there financing options for surrogacy?
Yes, but with caveats. Some intended parents use personal savings, home equity lines, family assistance, or general
medical financing. A smaller number use fertility-specific lenders that work regularly with California agencies and
clinics.

When you ask an agency, “Are there financing options for surrogacy?” they can usually point you toward lenders
they have seen other clients use, but they cannot give financial advice or guarantee loan approval. It is worth
confirming whether an agency allows staged fee payments, such as paying part of the fee at contract signing and
the rest after a successful match or pregnancy confirmation.

If a Riverside agency seems vague or dismissive when you ask about transparent cost planning, consider that a red
flag. Surrogacy is expensive, but the numbers should never be mysterious.

Agency vs independent surrogacy: what is the difference?
The difference between an agency and independent surrogacy is about who coordinates the moving pieces. In
independent journeys, intended parents and surrogates find each other directly, often through social media,
personal connections, or matching websites, then they work with a fertility clinic and separate attorneys to
manage the legal and medical aspects. There is no agency centralizing the process.

Independent surrogacy can sometimes be less expensive because there is no agency fee. However, you still need
to pay for screening, legal contracts, medical procedures, and compensation. The trade-off is that you, as the
intended parent, become the project manager. Some people are comfortable with that; others find it
overwhelming, especially if they live far from Riverside and do not know local providers.

Agencies are worth it for families who value professional screening, structured support, and someone else to
handle the logistics and emotional dynamics. For a first-time journey, particularly when traveling into California



from another state or country, an agency in or near Riverside is often the safer path.

How to choose a surrogacy agency in Riverside
When people ask, “What is the best surrogacy agency in Riverside?” there is no single universal answer. The “best”
agency for a local couple may not be the best for a single intended parent from overseas, or for a same-sex couple
with specific legal needs. The better question is, “How do I choose a surrogacy agency that fits my situation?”

I usually tell families to look past the websites and pay attention to three things: transparency, experience with
your profile, and support style.

Transparency means the agency can explain clearly what is included in its fee, what is extra, and what typical total
costs look like. If you ask, “How much does surrogacy cost in California?” or “How much does your surrogacy
agency charge?” and you get only vague ranges or dodged answers, be cautious.

Experience with your profile means they have actually worked with clients like you: single intended parents, same-
sex couples, international parents, older parents, or people using donor eggs or sperm. For example, if you are a
same-sex male couple asking, “Can same-sex couples use surrogacy in California?” the legal answer is yes, but the
practical question is whether the agency’s network of surrogates is comfortable working with male couples and
whether their attorneys are fluent in the nuances of your parentage order.

Support style covers case management, communication frequency, and expectations. Some agencies are very
hands-on and structured. Others are more casual, which might appeal to some personalities and frustrate others.

To make this concrete, here is a short set of questions to ask any surrogacy agency near you, whether in Riverside
County or elsewhere:

1. What exactly is included in your agency fee, and what is not?

2. How many surrogacy cases have you managed in the last two years, and how many involved situations similar
to mine?

3. How long does it typically take to be matched with a surrogate in your program, based on my criteria?

4. How do you screen surrogates, and what are the most common reasons someone is disqualified?

5. How do you handle conflicts or problems during the journey, and who will be my day-to-day contact?

Their answers will tell you more than any brochure or website tag line.

Steps of the surrogacy process and how long it takes
From first consultation with a Riverside agency to taking a baby home, the surrogacy process can easily stretch 15
to 24 months, sometimes more if IVF takes several attempts.

Roughly, the steps of surrogacy include:

Early evaluation and planning. This is where you confirm that surrogacy is appropriate for you medically and
legally, choose a clinic if you do not already have one, and clarify what type of surrogate and arrangement you are
open to. This can take a few weeks to a few months.

Surrogate recruitment and match. Once you sign with an agency, they formally search for a surrogate who
matches your criteria. Families often ask, “How long does it take to be matched with a surrogate?” The answer in
Riverside programs can range from three months to a year, depending on your flexibility around location,
compensation, willingness to carry twins, and views on termination and selective reduction.



Legal contracts and screening finalization. After a potential match is identified, both sides meet, then attorneys
draft and negotiate the surrogacy agreement. Medical and psychological clearances are finalized. This period
typically takes one to two months, sometimes longer if contract negotiations are detailed.

Embryo transfer and pregnancy. The surrogate starts medications, the IVF clinic performs the transfer, and then
you wait for pregnancy confirmation. If the first transfer is not successful, another cycle is scheduled. Pregnancies
themselves are monitored by the OB in Riverside or nearby, with the agency coordinating communications.

Birth and post-birth legal work. Provided everything goes smoothly, the baby is born at the agreed hospital.
California courts recognize the intended parents as the legal parents. In many cases, that parentage is established
before birth. Your lawyers, with guidance from the agency, handle the paperwork.

At every step, the agency’s fee is essentially paying for someone to keep track of hundreds of small tasks and
deadlines that could derail the process if ignored.

Who can use a surrogate in California?
California law is relatively generous about who can use surrogacy. Intended parents can be married or unmarried,
single or partnered, heterosexual or same-sex. That means single people can use a surrogacy agency, and same-
sex couples can pursue surrogacy in California without the patchwork of restrictions found in some other states.

What matters more are practical and ethical constraints: the ability to afford the process, to pass basic
psychological screening, and to provide a safe environment for the child. Agencies also pay attention to
immigration and citizenship issues for intended parents who live abroad, because some countries restrict or do not
recognize surrogacy, which can complicate bringing the child home.

Success rates and realistic expectations
Families often want a simple percentage when they ask, “What is the success rate of surrogacy?” The reality is that
success rate depends more on embryo quality, the fertility clinic, and the medical factors of the egg and sperm
providers than on the agency itself.

Gestational surrogates in Riverside and across California are typically healthy women with proven fertility, which
boosts success compared to many intended parents’ own histories. Still, an embryo from a 44-year-old’s eggs will
not have the same implantation odds as one from a 28-year-old egg donor. Agencies can share the general
experience of their clients, but you should also ask the IVF clinic for age-specific and diagnosis-specific outcome
data.

A responsible agency will not promise a guaranteed baby. What they can offer is a structured, legally secure, and
emotionally supported path, along with transparent expectations about where the risks and uncertainties lie.

Finding a reputable surrogacy agency near Riverside
If you are searching, “Where can I find a surrogacy agency in Riverside?” or “Are there surrogacy agencies in
Riverside County?” you will find several options directly in the county, along with many agencies in Orange, Los
Angeles, and San Diego counties that regularly work with Riverside surrogates and hospitals.

Start by talking to your fertility clinic if you already have one. Many Riverside-area clinics have a short list of
agencies they trust and regularly coordinate with. Cross-check those referrals with independent reviews, and pay
close attention to how an agency responds to all the questions raised in this article, especially around what is
included in surrogacy agency fees and how they handle legal and insurance issues.



Surrogacy is never just a transaction. It is a long, layered human relationship, supported by a complex professional
infrastructure. When you understand exactly what a Riverside agency’s fee covers, you are in a much stronger
position to choose partners wisely, plan your finances, and focus on what brought you to surrogacy in the first
place: the hope of building your family.


