When to Choose Sectional Tree Dismantling Over a
Straight Felling

| have been working in the tree care industry around Cape Town for over a decade, and one of
the first questions a homeowner asks is: "Can you just cut it down and let it fall?" The answer
depends on a lot more than just the size of the tree. In many urban and suburban settings, a
straight felling is simply not safe or even possible. That is where sectional tree dismantling
becomes the only practical method.

Sectional tree dismantling is the process of taking a tree down piece by piece, often from the
top down, using a combination of climbing gear, rigging, and sometimes a crane. It is slower
than a straightforward fell, but it allows an arborist to work in tight spaces without damaging
nearby structures, fences, gardens, or power lines. | have used it on dozens of jobs across the
city, from the narrow streets of Observatory to the steep slopes of Camps Bay.

How Sectional Tree Dismantling Works

The process begins with a thorough site inspection. Before a single cut is made, | walk the
property with the client to assess the tree species, the tree location relative to buildings and
other obstacles, and the overall condition of the tree. That inspection also helps me estimate
the tree removal cost accurately, because pricing depends on the size, species, and complexity
of the access.

Once the plan is clear, the arborist puts on a safety harness and climbing gear and ascends
into the canopy. The first cuts remove the upper limbs, which are lowered carefully using ropes
and rigging techniques. Each section is cut to a manageable weight and dropped into a
controlled drop zone or lowered directly to the ground. If the tree is too large or too hazardous
to climb safely, a bucket truck or a crane may be brought in to assist.

One job | remember involved a massive old oak in a garden so tight we could not even fit a
bucket truck. The tree had to be climbed and dismantled piece by piece. Every branch was
rigged and lowered past a neighbour's roof. The whole operation took two full days, but the
property came through without a scratch.

When You Need a Municipal Permit

In Cape Town, many trees are protected under municipal by-laws. Before any tree felling or
dismantling begins, you may need a municipal permit. This is especially true for certain tree
species like oaks, planes, and indigenous trees above a certain size. A professional tree



service will handle the permit application as part of the job, but it is worth checking with your
local council before you schedule work.

Sectional tree dismantling often requires a permit simply because it is used on large or
significant trees. The permit process usually involves an arborist report that explains why the

tree must be removed and how it will be done safely. | have seen permits denied because the
proposed method was too dangerous for the surrounding area, so it pays to have a plan that is
already designed around safety.

Cost Factors in Sectional Tree Dismantling

The tree removal cost for a sectional dismantling is generally higher than a straight felling
because of the extra labour and equipment involved. Here are the main factors that influence
the price:

e Tree size and height: taller trees require more climbing and more cuts.

e Tree location: if the tree is close to a house, road, or power lines, the work is slower
and more careful.

* Tree species: some species have brittle wood that makes rigging dangerous, or they
may be protected, requiring a permit.
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e Access for equipment: if we cannot bring in a bucket truck or wood chipper,
everything must be done by hand with ropes.

e Debris disposal: some clients want the logs left for firewood, while others require full
professional cleanup including stump grinding.

| always give a written quote after the site inspection, so there are no surprises. The quote
covers the dismantling itself, the removal of all debris, and the stump grinding if requested. It is
worth asking about the cost of a crane if the tree is particularly large or hazardous, because
that can sometimes reduce the overall time and risk.

Rigging and Safety Equipment

Sectional tree dismantling relies on specialised rigging gear to control each piece as it comes
down. Ropes, pulleys, friction devices, and carabiners are all part of the arborist's toolkit. The
rigging system must be strong enough to handle the weight of each section, and the drop zone
must be clearly marked and kept clear of people and pets.

| have seen too many close calls on jobs where people tried to save money by using old ropes
or skipping the safety harness. A proper arborist uses a full-body safety harness, a climbing
line rated for arboriculture, and a backup lanyard. The chain saw is always tethered to the
climber so it cannot fall. These details matter, and they are the reason professional tree felling
is not a DIY job.

Stump Grinding and Cleanup

Once the tree is down, the stump remains. A simple cut at ground level is not enough for most
homeowners, because the stump can regrow or become a trip hazard. Stump grinding uses a
machine to grind the stump and the larger roots several inches below the surface. The
resulting wood chips can be left as mulch or removed as part of the professional cleanup.

On sectional dismantling jobs, the cleanup is often more involved because there is more debris
from the many small cuts. A wood chipper is usually brought in to turn branches into chips,
which can then be used as mulch on the property or hauled away. | always ask the client what
they prefer, and we include that in the quote.

When a Crane Makes Sense

For very tall trees or trees in extremely tight spaces, a crane can be a safer and faster option
than climbing. The crane lifts the arborist into the canopy, and then sections of the tree are cut
and lifted out by the crane itself. This method is expensive, but it eliminates much of the
rigging and reduces the risk of damage to the drop zone.
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| have used a crane on only a handful of jobs, but each time it was the right call. One was a
dead gum tree leaning over a swimming pool. Climbing it was too risky, and a straight fell
would have destroyed the pool deck. The crane lifted the arborist up, and each section was cut
and lowered into the garden without touching the pool. The tree removal cost was higher, but
the alternative would have been a much bigger repair bill.

Final Thoughts on Sectional Tree Dismantling

Sectional tree dismantling is not the fastest method, and it is not the cheapest. But it is often
the only safe way to remove a tree in a built-up area. Whether you are dealing with a protected
species, a tree close to your house, or a tree that is simply too large to fell in one piece, the
technique offers control and precision that a straight cut cannot match.

If you are planning tree work on your property, start with a site inspection from a qualified
arborist. They will help you understand the tree species, the tree location, and the best method
for removal. And if they recommend sectional tree dismantling, trust that it is because they
have weighed the risks and chosen the path that protects your home and your safety.



