Choosing Flooring and Window Treatments in West
Chester: A Homeowner's Guide

When you live in an area like West Chester, PA, your home faces a mix of weather conditions
and architectural styles that demand thoughtful choices for both floors and windows. Flooring
needs to handle moisture, foot traffic, and seasonal temperature swings, while window
treatments have to balance light control, privacy, and insulation. Getting both right can
transform the comfort and look of a space, but the process involves more than just picking
colors off a swatch. You need to consider durability, maintenance, and how each element
works with the rest of the room.

Why Flooring and Window Design Go Together

Windows and floors are the two largest surfaces in any room that you can actually change.
Walls get painted, but floors take the daily abuse of shoes, pets, and furniture. Windows control
how much natural light enters and how much heat escapes. If you invest in beautiful hardwood
floors but cover them with cheap blinds that let in harsh light and drafts, the room never feels
right. Similarly, custom window treatments can make a room feel taller, wider, or cozier, but if
the flooring underneath is worn or mismatched, the whole effect falls flat.

A coordinated approach means thinking about the room's orientation, the amount of sunlight it
gets, and how you use the space. A south-facing living room with large windows might need
solar shades to protect a dark stained floor from fading, while a north-facing bedroom could
benefit from layered drapes over a light colored carpet to warm up the room. The materials you
choose for floors and window coverings should also share a similar visual weight. Heavy
drapery calls for substantial flooring, and light linen curtains suit lighter, more casual floor
materials like bamboo or pale tile.

What to Look for in Flooring

Hardwood remains a classic choice in older West Chester homes, but it requires careful
acclimation and proper subfloor preparation. Engineered wood products offer more stability in
basements or rooms with concrete slabs, where moisture can warp solid planks. Luxury vinyl
plank (LVP) has become a popular alternative because it mimics wood or stone while being
completely waterproof and softer underfoot. Tile works well in entryways and kitchens, but it
can be cold and hard, so you might pair it with area rugs or radiant heating.
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Carpet is still a strong option for bedrooms and upstairs hallways, especially if you want sound
absorption and a soft feel. The key is choosing a fiber that resists staining and matting, and a
pad that provides enough cushion without being too thick. Wool carpets wear beautifully but
cost more and can be sensitive to moisture, while nylon blends offer better stain resistance at
a lower price point. Always check the face weight and twist level of a carpet; those numbers
tell you more about durability than the brand name.

Considerations for Historic Homes

Many homes in West Chester have original wide plank floors or heart pine that can be
refinished rather than replaced. Sanding and recoating old wood can reveal a rich patina that
new flooring cannot replicate. However, you need to test for lead paint if the house was built
before 1978, and you should work with someone who understands how to match stains and
finishes to the period of the house. For window treatments in these homes, you might want to
avoid overly modern materials like vinyl miniblinds and instead opt for wood blinds or custom
drapes that complement the traditional moldings and trim.

Window Treatments: More Than Curtains

Window coverings serve multiple purposes. They control light, provide privacy, insulate against
heat and cold, and add texture and color to a room. The first step is deciding how much light
you want to filter versus block. Sheer fabrics let in soft light during the day but offer little
privacy at night. Cellular shades (also called honeycomb shades) trap air in their layers, giving
you good insulation and a clean look. Roman shades fold up neatly and come in a wide range
of fabrics, making them a versatile choice for many rooms.

Shutters are another option, especially for windows that face the street or get strong afternoon
sun. They can be painted to match the trim and offer a crisp, architectural look. For rooms
where you want total blackout, such as a home theater or a nursery, consider blackout liners
sewn into drapes or blackout roller shades mounted inside the window frame. Motorization
has become more common and affordable, allowing you to operate shades with a remote or a
smartphone app, which is especially useful for hard to reach windows or skylights.

Measuring and Installation Tips

Accurate measurements are critical. For inside mount shades, measure the width at three
points (top, middle, bottom) and use the narrowest width. For outside mount, you want the
treatment to overlap the window by at least three inches on each side to prevent light leaks.
Height measurements also matter: inside mount shades need to clear the sill and any handles,
while outside mount drapes should extend to the floor or just above it. A common mistake is



ordering curtains that are too short, which makes the ceiling look lower and the room feel
unfinished.

Installation hardware should match the weight of the treatment. Lightweight sheers can hang
from a simple rod, but heavy drapes require sturdy brackets anchored into studs or with toggle
bolts. If you are installing in an old home with plaster walls, use anchors designed for plaster,
as standard drywall anchors may not hold. For cellular shades, a clip on system can avoid
drilling altogether, though the hold is less secure in high traffic areas.

Balancing Budget and Quality

Flooring and window treatments are long term investments. You can save money by choosing
stock sizes for blinds and shades rather than custom cuts, but custom treatments often fit
better and look more polished. For flooring, the subfloor preparation and installation labor
often cost as much as the material itself, so cheaping out on the prep can lead to squeaks,
gaps, and premature wear. It is better to choose a mid range material and pay for professional
installation than to buy expensive tile and have it laid poorly.

Another way to stretch your budget is to mix materials. Use durable tile or LVP in high traffic
areas like the kitchen and entry, and reserve carpet for bedrooms and living spaces where
comfort matters more. For windows, you might invest in high quality shades for the south
facing windows that get the most sun and use less expensive curtains on the north side.
Layering treatments also gives you flexibility. Sheer curtains paired with blackout roller shades
let you adjust light and privacy throughout the day without committing to one solution.

Working With Local Professionals

Having someone local measure, source, and install your flooring and window treatments can
save a lot of headaches. Local experts understand the typical window sizes found in West
Chester's older homes, and they know which suppliers offer the best lead times for custom
orders. They can also advise on building codes and HOA restrictions if you live in a historic
district or a planned community. When you meet with a professional, ask to see samples in
your home under natural light. Colors and textures look different on site than they do in a
showroom.

One local option to consider is Boyle's Floor and Window Design at 705 E Gay St, West Chester,
PA 19380, reachable at (610) 429-9773. They handle both flooring and window coverings,
which can simplify coordination if you want a unified look. As with any contractor, ask for
references and check that they are licensed and insured for the type of work you need. A good
professional will walk you through the process, explain the trade offs between different
materials, and give you a clear timeline and estimate before any work begins.
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Final Thoughts on Flooring and Window Design

Whether you are renovating a single room or an entire house, the combination of flooring and
window treatments sets the tone for the whole space. Take your time with the planning phase.
Measure twice, order once, and always consider how the room will be used day to day. A well
chosen floor and well thought out window coverings will serve you for years, making your
home more comfortable, more energy efficient, and more enjoyable to live in. By focusing on
quality, fit, and coordination, you can avoid the common pitfalls that lead to regret and rework.



