If you're planning to drop someone off at the airport and then head straight home, you might be surprised how
much those quick kerbside drops can cost — and how quietly airport drop-off fees have been rising in recent
years across the UK. Luckily, with a little planning and some smart choices, you can avoid paying expensive

charges and still get your passenger to the terminal on time without hassle.

UK Airport Drop-Off Charges: How Much Are You Really Paying?

Across the UK, airports have quietly been increasing the fees charged for kerbside drop offs. The average drop-off

charge now stands at around £6.51, but this varies significantly depending on where you are.

Airport Average Drop-Off Fee Notes London Heathrow £8.00 One of the most expensive fees; £8 per 10 minutes
Manchester £5.50 Mid-range fees apply Glasgow £3.00 Lower fees, but still charged Birmingham £7.00 High fees

for the convenience Edinburgh £4.50 Moderate fees with quick access

Though some airports charge modest amounts, the cost of a quick drop at a busy hub like Heathrow or
Birmingham can really add up — especially if you're making multiple trips or dropping off several people in the

same year.

Free Alternatives: Long Stay Free Windows and Park & Ride Drop Offs

The good news is that if you want to avoid barrier fee charges altogether, many airports offer free drop-off
options — but they usually require a bit more time, planning, and some willingness to use shuttle buses or walk a

little further.

1. Free Park & Ride Drop Off

Many regional airports have free park & ride systems where you can park at a designated lot for free or a very low
cost and then take a short shuttle bus directly to the departure terminals. This is often called a “drop-off window”

where no charge applies if you leave the car and catch the shuttle instead of lingering at the kerbside.
This means:

e Parking in a free or cheap lot slightly further from the terminal
® Taking a shuttle bus run by the airport or a private company
® A modest extra time allowance for waiting and bus transfer

For drivers heading straight home, this is often the best way to avoid barrier fee charges while still getting

passengers close to the terminals.

2. Long Stay Free Window

Some airports provide a free “loyalty window" or grace period when dropping off at their Long Stay car parks with
shuttle medium bus transfer. This window might allow 15-30 minutes free parking, perfect for quick drop offs.

You'll usually need to register in advance or confirm your stay times to benefit from the free window.
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This option is ideal for travellers who don’'t mind a little extra walk and shuttle time but want to save money.

Trade-Off: Shuttle Bus vs Kerbside Convenience
The core trade-off in choosing the cheapest airport drop-off method comes down to time versus money:

* Kerbside drop-off: Fast and convenient but usually comes with a premium fee. You can pull up right at the
terminal, drop off, and go. However, expect to pay the airport drop-off charge which is averaging £6.51 in the

UK and rising quietly year on year.

* Long stay or park & ride options: Free or very cheap alternatives but involve a shuttle bus ride and extra
time. This might mean arriving earlier by 15-30 minutes or more to factor in parking and shuttle transfer

times.

Choosing the best option will depend on your priorities — if you want to save money and don’t mind some
walking or shuttle travel, free park & ride drop off or long-stay free windows are the way to go. If convenience and

speed are more important and you're happy to pay the fees, kerbside drop off makes sense.

How to Find the Cheapest Drop-Off Options Near You

Working out which airport drop off option gives you the best balance of time and cost can be tricky without the
right tools. Thankfully, there are excellent resources online that make airport parking and drop-off comparisons

easy.



One of the best is the Holiday Extras airport parking comparison pages. These pages list real-time prices for

kerbside drop-offs, long stay parking, park & ride, and shuttle services across UK airports.

By comparing options and timings, you can book in advance and take advantage of discounts or free drop-off
periods. Holiday Extras often runs exclusive deals and partnerships, so you could save even more by booking

through their site.

Affiliate link

If you want to try Holiday Extras for your next airport trip, you can check their prices and deals here: Holiday Extras

Airport Parking Comparison.

Tips to Avoid Paying Expensive Airport Drop-Off Fees
1. Plan ahead: Use comparison sites like Holiday Extras to find official drop-off charges and free parking
alternatives before you travel.

2. Consider timing: Some airports allow a grace period for free drop-offs if you're quick — ensure you're

prepared to drop and go.

3. Use long stay or park & ride free windows: Check if your airport offers a free drop-off window at their

long stay car parks and register if needed.

4. Drop passengers a bit earlier away from the terminal: If you're familiar with local roads, consider

dropping off just outside the airport and letting your passenger take a shuttle bus.

5. Watch out for surge charges: Some airports raise fees during peak times; dropping off during off-peak

hours can save money.

6. Double-check signage on arrival: Airport rules and fees can change without much fanfare, so before you
pull up, check the signs for up-to-date charges.

Summary: Balancing Time, Cost, and Convenience

Airport drop-off fees in the UK have crept up quietly, with the average now around £6.51. While kerbside drop

offs are undeniably convenient, the fees can be an unwelcome shock — especially at busy airports like Heathrow



and Birmingham.

Fortunately, free park and ride drop off options and long stay free window arrangements at many airports
provide cheaper or even free alternatives if you're willing to trade some extra time for a shuttle bus or a short

walk.

Tools like the Holiday Extras airport parking comparison pages help travellers find the cheapest and most
convenient drop-off options in real time. By using these resources and planning ahead you can avoid barrier fee

costs and keep your airport trips budget-friendly.

Next time you're dropping off at the airport before driving straight home, consider these options carefully — it

might save you more money than you think!



