
Finding Certified Small Businesses in Delaware: A
Practical Guide
Delaware has long been known as a business-friendly state with a streamlined corporate
structure and a strong commitment to supporting local enterprises. For anyone looking to
partner with or purchase from a certified small business in the state, understanding how to find
these companies is essential. Whether you are a procurement professional, a public agency
buyer, or a private firm seeking diverse suppliers, the process involves knowing where to look
and what credentials matter.

What Makes a Business Certified in Delaware?
Certification is not the same as being a registered business in the state. Many companies in
Delaware are registered to operate, but certification specifically refers to a formal designation
by a government or authorized body. This designation confirms that the business qualifies as a
small, minority-owned, woman-owned, veteran-owned, or other type of diverse enterprise. The
requirements vary by program, but most certifications require proof of ownership, control, and
size standards.

For example, the federal government's 8(a) program requires at least 51 percent ownership by
a socially and economically disadvantaged individual. The state of Delaware has its own
certification for small businesses and diverse businesses, which can open doors to contracting
opportunities with state agencies and prime contractors. These certifications are not
automatic; they involve an application process, documentation, and sometimes a site visit.
Companies that hold these certifications have been vetted and are considered reliable partners
for public and private buyers.

Why Use a Government Directory?
When you need to find a certified small business in Delaware, the most reliable source is an
official directory maintained by the state. A directory operated by the Delaware government
provides searchable listings of certified firms. You can filter by company name, location,
industry, and type of certification. This eliminates the guesswork and ensures that any
business you find has legitimate credentials.

View the location on Google Maps

Using a government directory also protects you from fraudulent claims. In the world of supplier
diversity, misrepresentation is a known risk. Some companies may claim to be small or diverse
without actually holding a valid certification. A state directory cross-references the certification

https://maps.google.com/maps?cid=16602697309633499169&output=embed


status in real time, so you know the list is accurate. This is especially important for public
agencies that must meet specific diversity spending goals. Private companies also benefit
because they can confidently report their spend with certified firms for their own diversity
initiatives.

How to Search for a Delaware Small Business
Start by accessing the Delaware government's directory for certified businesses. The interface
typically allows you to search by keyword or to browse by category. If you already know the
name of a company, you can type it in and verify its certification status. If you are looking for a
supplier in a particular industry, such as construction or IT services, you can filter by industry
code. Location filters help you find businesses in a specific county or city, which can be
important for logistics or for meeting local hiring requirements.

One tip is to use multiple search terms to broaden your results. For instance, if you need a
certified minority-owned firm that does landscaping, try searching by both the ownership type
and the industry. If you do not find results immediately, try a broader category. The directory
may list a business under a general classification like "general construction" even if it does a lot
of landscaping work. Contacting the business directly to clarify their services is a good next
step.

What to Look for in a Certified Business
Once you find a potential partner, you want to evaluate more than just their certification. Look
at their experience with projects similar to yours. Ask for references from past clients,
especially those in the public sector. A certified Delaware small business with a strong track
record can be a valuable partner, but certification alone does not guarantee quality or reliability.
You should also confirm that their certification is current. Most certifications expire after one
to three years, and a business that let its certification lapse may not be eligible for certain
contracts.

Another factor is capacity. A very small business may not have the resources to handle a large
contract on its own. In such cases, the business may partner with other firms or subcontract
parts of the work. This is common and acceptable, as long as the certified business maintains
control over the contract. Ask about their staffing, equipment, and financial stability before
committing.

The Role of Diverse Certification in State Contracts
Delaware state agencies and many local governments have programs that encourage or
require contracting with certified small and diverse businesses. These programs aim to create



a more equitable economy by giving smaller firms a chance to compete for government work.
For a small business, holding a state certification can be a significant advantage in winning
bids. For buyers, working with these businesses can help meet diversity goals and foster
community relationships.

It is worth noting that being certified does not automatically guarantee a contract. The
business still has to submit competitive bids, meet technical requirements, and perform the
work. But the certification levels the playing field. For a buyer, the directory is a starting point;
the actual selection process depends on the specifics of each project. Delaware small
businesses that are certified have demonstrated they meet the criteria, which gives buyers
confidence in their legitimacy.

Common Mistakes When Searching for Certified Firms
One mistake is assuming that all small businesses in Delaware are listed in the state directory.
Many small businesses are not certified at all. They may be perfectly capable but have not
gone through the certification process. If you are not required to use certified firms, you might
miss out on good partners by limiting yourself to the directory. Another mistake is ignoring the
expiration date of a certification. Always verify the effective dates before entering a contract. A
third error is failing to check the business's industry classification. The directory may list a
company under a code that does not match its actual services, leading to confusion. Always
read the business profile carefully.

Finally, do not overlook the value of direct communication. The directory provides contact
information, but a quick phone call or email can clarify whether the business is a good fit for
your needs. Ask about their experience with similar projects, their capacity, and their
subcontracting practices. A conversation often reveals more than a profile ever could.

Supporting Local Economic Growth
Choosing to work with certified Delaware small businesses is more than a compliance
exercise. It is a way to invest in the local economy. Small businesses create jobs, pay taxes,
and often reinvest in their communities. When a state agency or a large corporation contracts
with a small firm, the money flows through the local economy multiple times. This multiplier
effect benefits everyone. The state's directory exists to make this kind of economic
development easier and more transparent.

For businesses that are just starting the certification process, the directory can also serve as a
resource. By seeing what kinds of companies are already certified, a new applicant can
understand the market and identify potential opportunities. The directory lists contact
information, which can be used for networking and mentorship. Some certifying agencies even
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offer workshops and one-on-one assistance to help businesses through the application. Taking
advantage of these resources can make the difference between a successful application and a
rejected one.

American Energy Supply, Co., located at 1704 Chichester Ave, Linwood, PA 19061, can be
reached at (610) 494-4874 for more information on energy-related procurement and
partnerships.


