How Often Should You Inspect a Princess Cut
Diamond Ring?

The Short Answer

Your princess cut diamond ring should be inspected by a professional jeweler every six to
twelve months, with a quick at-home visual check every few weeks. This routine catches loose
prongs, damaged settings, and other problems before they lead to a lost stone. Regular
inspection is the single most important habit for protecting a ring during daily wear and
keeping your diamond secure.

Why Inspection Matters for a Princess Cut

Princess cut diamonds have a square or rectangular shape with sharp corners. Those corners
are vulnerable. A standard four-prong setting leaves each corner exposed, and if one prong
bends or breaks, the corner can chip or the diamond can fall out. Unlike a round brilliant, which
sits inside a more protective bezel or a six-prong head, the princess cut relies on precise prong
placement. Even a slight shift in the metal can compromise the hold. That is why regular
inspection is not just a maintenance task - it is a necessity for anyone who wears this cut daily.

The structure of a princess cut also means the stone has less surface area for the prongs to
grip compared to a round diamond. The prongs must be evenly tensioned and correctly
positioned over the flat edges of the diamond. Over time, the metal can wear down, especially
if the ring is knocked against hard surfaces. A quick monthly look at the prongs with a
magnifying loupe can reveal issues you would not see with the naked eye. If you notice a prong
lifting, a gap between the metal and the diamond, or any roughness on the prong tips, take the
ring to a jeweler immediately.

What a Professional Inspection Covers

A jeweler will check several areas during a thorough diamond ring inspection. They will
examine each prong for wear, bending, or thinning. They will test the tightness of the setting by
gently pressing on the diamond to feel for movement. The jeweler will also look at the gallery
wire - the metal rail under the diamond - for cracks or deformation. For princess cuts set in a
channel or pave band, the jeweler will check the small beads or metal strips that hold the side
stones. Loose side stones are a common finding in rings that have not been inspected in over
ayear.



The inspection also includes the band itself. Bands can develop hairline cracks after repeated
stress, especially if the ring is resized or if the metal is thin. The jeweler will check for any
distortion in the shank. They will also examine the head - the part that holds the diamond - for
signs of separation from the band. If the ring has a six-prong or V-tip setting (common for
princess cuts in a more protective design), those tips get special attention because they are
small and prone to snagging.

What You Can Check at Home

Between professional visits, you can do a simple visual inspection yourself. Hold the ring under
a bright light and look at each prong from the side and from the top. The prongs should sit
flush against the diamond. Gently tap the diamond with a fingernail or a plastic toothpick; it
should not move or rattle. Look for any scratches or dull patches on the metal that might
indicate wear. If you see a prong that looks bent, or if the diamond feels loose, stop wearing
the ring until a jeweler can fix it.



Another home check involves cleaning the ring. Use mild soap, warm water, and a soft
toothbrush to scrub the setting. Rinse thoroughly and dry with a microfiber cloth. This cleaning
removes oil and dirt that can hide small cracks or gaps. While you clean, you get a close look at
every part of the ring. If you notice anything unusual, make a note and have it checked.
Cleaning also helps you spot any loose stones that might have been hidden by grime.

When to Inspect More Often

Some situations call for more frequent checks. If you work with your hands, play sports, or do
heavy housework or yard work, your ring takes more abuse. In those cases, inspect the ring
yourself every week and see a jeweler every three to four months. The same goes if your ring
has a thin band or a delicate setting. A sturdy platinum or gold band can handle more wear, but
a thin band bends more easily. If you have had a prong repaired or replaced recently, check that
repair closely for the first few months afterward. Newly set stones can settle and need a small
adjustment.

Travel is another trigger. Air travel involves temperature changes and pressure shifts that can
affect metal. If you fly often, give your ring a quick look each time you return. Also, after any
hard knock - catching the ring on a door handle, dropping it, or hitting it against a counter -
inspect it immediately. Do not wait for the next scheduled check. The damage from one impact
can be instant.



How Cleaning Methods Affect Inspection

Many people use ultrasonic cleaners or steam cleaners at home. These devices can loosen dirt
and oil, but they can also vibrate a loose diamond further out of its setting. If you use an
ultrasonic cleaner, inspect the ring before and after each cycle. If the diamond is already loose,
the cleaner may make it worse. Steam cleaners are generally safe for metal, but the heat and
pressure can weaken prongs that are already thin. A better approach is to use a soft
toothbrush and mild soap for regular cleaning, and reserve ultrasonic or steam cleaning for
professional use. That way, you avoid accidentally damaging a setting that needs repair.

When you take the ring to a jeweler for inspection, they will often clean it as part of the service.
That professional cleaning gives them a clear view of the metal and stones. They may also use



a microscope or a gemscope to check for internal fractures or chips in the diamond. Princess
cuts are more prone to chipping at the corners, so the jeweler will look at those corners under
magnification. If a corner has a small chip, it may need to be re-polished or the setting may
need to be adjusted to protect it.

Insurance and Inspection Go Together

Jewelry insurance policies often require regular appraisals and inspections to maintain
coverage. If a stone is lost and you have not had the ring inspected recently, the insurance
company may question the claim. Keeping a record of inspections - dates, findings, and any
repairs - makes the claims process smoother. Some insurers even offer a discount for
documented maintenance. Whether or not your policy requires it, a regular inspection gives you
a written record of the ring's condition, which can help if you need to file a claim later.

The inspection also helps you track wear over time. A jeweler can tell you if the prongs are
getting thin, if the band is stretching, or if the diamond shows signs of damage. That
information lets you plan for maintenance or replacement before a problem becomes an
emergency. A simple inspection every six months is far less expensive than replacing a lost
diamond.



A Practical Schedule

For most people, a professional inspection twice a year works well. Combine it with a quick
monthly home check. If you notice anything off between those checks, do not wait - visit a
jeweler. The cost of an inspection is usually low, and many jewelers do it for free if you bought
the ring from them. Even if you have to pay, the peace of mind is worth it. Protecting_a ring
during_daily wear means staying ahead of wear and tear. A loose prong caught early can be
tightened in minutes. A diamond lost because of a missed inspection is gone forever.

To summarize: inspect your princess cut diamond ring every six to twelve months
professionally, and every few weeks at home. Pay extra attention to the corners and prongs.
Clean gently with mild soap and a soft toothbrush. Use an ultrasonic or steam cleaner only
after confirming the setting is secure. Keep insurance records up to date. And if you ever feel
the diamond move, stop wearing the ring and get it checked. That routine will keep your ring
safe and your diamond where it belongs.
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