Prehung And Slab Doors, Explained Simply

A slab door is the bare door panel only, so the existing frame stays door replacement Dallas in place if it is still

sound.
A prehung unit comes as a complete assembly, which includes the slab, jamb, hinges, and often a threshold.

On paper it is a simple product choice, but on site it is really a question about the condition of the opening, the

amount of labor involved, and how much correction the installer needs to do.

An experienced door replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

When You Can Usually Keep The Existing Frame
Homeowners often choose a slab when the door itself is worn out, but the surrounding frame is still doing its job.

This is common in Dallas homes where the door has cosmetic wear, sun damage, or a warped edge, but the

frame has not been disturbed much.

If the old jamb is out of square, the hinge mortises are worn, or the latch side has shifted, a new slab can still bind

or leave uneven gaps.

In Dallas, foundation movement deserves special attention.

Why A New Frame Solves More Problems

A prehung door is usually the better choice when the frame is damaged, badly out of square, or already patched

from past repairs.

They are also useful when you want a better fit for modern weatherstripping, a new lockset, or upgraded

insulation around the frame.
There is a labor trade-off, though.

Even so, many Dallas homeowners find that a prehung door pays off when the old opening has been fighting
them for years.

Heat, Humidity, And Foundation Movement Matter
Dallas weather is hard on doors in ways that do not always show up right away.

For older Dallas homes, especially houses that have already had foundation repairs, the opening should be

checked carefully before anyone orders parts.
Exterior doors also need to be judged by more than appearance.

If the opening is already compromised, though, weatherproofing alone will not solve the problem for long.

How To Choose Without Guessing

A slab replacement is typically less expensive on labor when the existing frame is reusable, while a prehung door

costs more because the installer has to remove and reset the whole assembly.
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The cheapest quote is not always the best deal.
The usual decision points are straightforward:

® Go with a slab if the current jamb, threshold, and casing are still serviceable.

* Choose prehung replacement when the frame is damaged, out of square, or already causing sealing
problems.

® Exterior openings usually benefit from a complete assembly more than a patch job.

Those details tell you more than the door model name on the line item.

In that case, the question is not just prehung vs slab door replacement for Dallas homes, it is whether the frame is
still worth saving.

If the opening has moved or deteriorated, a prehung door is often the more durable fix and the one less likely to
cause repeat service calls.



