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How to Get an Irish Driving Licence: The Complete Step-by-Step Guide
Protecting an Irish driving licence is a considerable milestone. Whether it is for profession improvement, benefit,
or the large flexibility of the open road, navigating the process set out by the Road Safety Authority (RSA) and
the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) requires patience and preparation.

For lots of homeowners, the journey can appear intimidating with its numerous phases, tests, and bureaucratic
requirements. However, when broken down into manageable actions, the course to full licensure becomes clear.
This extensive guide lays out whatever an applicant requires to know to transition from a total novice to a totally
certified driver in Ireland.

Stage 1: The Learner Permit
Before anybody can legally drive on Irish roads, they need to first get a Learner Permit. Driving without this
authorization-- or driving unaccompanied while holding one-- carries extreme legal penalties, including
significant fines and vehicle impoundment.

Step 1: Pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT)

The extremely first obstacle is the Driver Theory Test. This is a computer-based examination created to evaluate a
prospect's knowledge of the Rules of the Road, roadway indications, and danger awareness.

Format: 40 multiple-choice questions.

Passing Grade: 35 correct answers within 45 minutes.

Preparation: Candidates need to study the main Rules of the Road book and utilize main DTT software
application or apps for practice.

Step 2: Apply for the Learner Permit

When the theory test is passed irishdrivinglicense.com successfully, the candidate gets a DTT certificate. This
certificate is required to look for the Learner Permit through the NDLS.

Requirements for the Learner Permit Application:

A passed Driver Theory Test certificate (provided within the last two years).

A finished NDLS student allow application type (signed and experienced, if appropriate).

Proof of identity (e.g., an existing passport).

Proof of residency in Ireland.

Evidence of PPS number (e.g., a P60, medical card, or correspondence from the Department of Social
Protection).

A finished NDLS vision report type (dated within one month).

Passport-standard photos.

The application charge.

Phase 2: Essential Driver Training (EDT) and Practice

https://irishdrivinglicense.com/


Once the Learner Permit arrives in the post, the student is officially permitted to drive, provided they comply with
the rules of their permit (such as showing L-plates and being accompanied by a certified chauffeur, where
applicable).

Vital Driver Training (EDT)

For learner motorists in category B (vehicles), completing the Essential Driver Training program is an obligatory
legal requirement. EDT includes a course of 12 one-hour practical lessons taught by an Approved Driving
Instructor (ADI).

EDT Lesson Number Focus Area Lesson 1 Controls and security checks Lesson 2 Right positioning 1 Lesson 3
Mirrors and anticipation Lesson 4 Appropriate placing 2 Lesson 5 Approaching junctions Lesson 6 Turning left
and right Lesson 7 Emerging securely Lesson 8 Reversing and parking Lesson 9 Steep gradients and hill begins
Lesson 10 Traffic controls and roundabouts Lesson 11 Anticipation and response Lesson 12 Summary and list

Note: Between lessons, learners are highly encouraged to experiment an EDT sponsor (an individual who has held a
full, valid driving licence for at least two years).

Stage 3: The Driving Test
After completing the EDT logbook and getting adequate practice behind the wheel, the next step is making an
application for the practical driving test.

Getting the Test

Applications are sent online via the RSA website. There is a waiting list for driving tests in Ireland, which changes
depending upon the test centre area. While waiting for the test date, candidates need to continue practicing and
may think about taking a couple of pre-test lessons with an ADI to iron out bad habits.

What to Bring to the Test Centre

On the day of the test, the candidate should provide:

An existing, legitimate Learner Permit.

A roadworthy vehicle showing valid L-plates, tax, insurance, and an NCT disc (if appropriate).

A working lorry with working lights, indications, and appropriate tire tread depth.

The Test Structure

The practical driving test takes approximately 40 minutes and examines various competencies:

1. Oral Technical Check: The tester will ask a series of concerns relating to the secondary controls of the car
(e.g., how to demist the windows, operate the horn, or check oil levels).

2. Roadway Signs Check: Hand-signals or verbal questions regarding typical road signs.

3. Practical Driving: Driving in numerous traffic conditions, showing proper usage of mirrors, positioning,
speed management, and observation.

4. Reversing Maneuvers: Reversing around a corner and/or executing a turnabout (three-point turn).

5. Hill Start: Safely retreating on a slope without rolling backward.

Phase 4: Obtaining the Full Driving Licence



Passing the driving test is a significant accomplishment! Nevertheless, the process is not quite completed yet. The
tester will release a Certificate of Competency.

Last Steps with the NDLS

To get the full driving licence, the applicant must present the Certificate of Competency to the NDLS within two
years of passing the test.

What to submit to the NDLS for a Full Licence:

The original Certificate of Competency.

The present Learner Permit.

Finished NDLS application.

Proof of identity, residency, and PPS number (if not currently validated digitally).

Suitable cost for the complete licence.

Once processed, the full driving licence will be posted directly to the candidate's home address.

Summary Checklist for Success
To keep the process organized, refer to the checklist below before embarking on each phase of the journey:

Study the Rules of the Road completely.

Schedule and pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT).

Collect files and use for the Learner Permit at the NDLS.

Total all 12 EDT lessons with an ADI and log them digitally.

Apply for the practical driving test via the RSA.

Pass the useful driving test and get the Certificate of Competency.

Apply for the full driving licence at the NDLS.

Securing an Irish driving licence takes some time, dedication, and monetary investment, however the self-reliance
it provides makes the effort entirely rewarding. Drive securely!


