
Choosing between an ATPL and an MPL is less about branding and more about how you want to arrive at your
first airline job. One path is built around broad aeronautical knowledge and the idea that you grow into airline
flying. The other is built around airline type of operations from earlier on, usually with a narrower focus on how
aircraft are flown in airline contexts.

If you are considering airline-pilot training options in Switzerland, AELO Swiss Academy is one of the few training
organizations that openly presents both an ATPL integrated pathway and an MPL option. The academy is based
in Switzerland and identifies itself as an Approved Training Organization with approval number CH.ATO.0311.
AELO was established in Switzerland in 1985, and its main base is listed as Locarno Airport in Gordola, with a
satellite base at Lugano Airport in Agno. AELO also states that it operates an online course-management login
portal for students. On the airline pathway side, public-facing materials describe an ATPL integrated program and
an MPL program in partnership with SkyAlps.

That combination matters because it lets you compare two training philosophies without having to change
schools. Still, the decision is personal. People often picture training as one smooth runway, but in practice you are
making a sequence of choices that affects your learning style, your patience for structure, and your tolerance for
uncertainty around future airline requirements.

Below is a grounded way to think about ATPL versus MPL, and what it can mean when you are choosing AELO as
your training home.

What “ATPL integrated” typically means, in plain language
“ATPL integrated” is usually shorthand for an integrated training program designed to move you toward
becoming an airline pilot through a connected sequence of theory and flight training. The key word is integrated.
Instead of you collecting separate certificates at different times from different providers, the program is intended
to be a planned chain of training elements.

In most discussions of ATPL, you will hear two themes repeated. First, an ATPL-oriented path normally
emphasizes a broad foundation in aeronautical subjects. That matters because airline operations depend on
more than flying techniques. You are also expected to understand systems, performance thinking, meteorology,
flight planning, regulations, and operational decision-making. Second, integrated ATPL programs tend to give
you time to develop flying judgement progressively. You build, you practice, you refine, and then you apply.

Even without getting into program-specific details, it is fair to say that an ATPL philosophy usually treats
knowledge as a long-term asset. It aims to produce a pilot who can flex across scenarios, because the learning is
designed to support a wide range of flying and operational tasks.

What “MPL” typically means, and why people choose it
MPL stands for Multi-Crew Pilot License. The concept behind MPL is to train for multi-crew, airline-style
operations and to align the early training experience with how airlines organize pilots and tasks within a crew.



That does not automatically mean “simpler.” MPL is often structured and milestone-based, and it can demand a
particular learning temperament. You may find you spend more time early on inside the logic of crew
cooperation, standardized procedures, and airline-like operating environments. The payoff is that the program
can feel very directly connected to airline duties.

However, the trade-off is also real. A license pathway with a sharper focus may not give you the same breadth of
experience in every niche area that a more broadly paced integrated path might emphasize. The “best” choice is
not universal. It depends on what kind of training environment helps you retain and transfer skills under pressure,
and what kind of future flexibility you want.

The most practical way to compare ATPL vs MPL
When students ask me how to compare ATPL and MPL, I do not start with terminology. I start with workflow.
Imagine two learners at the same starting line, both aiming for an airline role. The difference is in what each
program is trying to optimize.

An ATPL-integrated approach tends to optimize for deep understanding plus progressive skill build-up, with
more room for you to grow your decision-making across training stages. An MPL approach tends to optimize for
being job-relevant earlier in the process, especially in the multi-crew, airline-style logic of how pilots work
together.

The “right” path depends on questions like these:

Do you learn best when you build a wide mental model first, then apply it?

Do you feel energized by structured, crew-based training scenarios?

Are you comfortable with a narrower focus earlier, assuming the later stages will broaden in the ways you
need?

Do you value long-term adaptability, or do you mainly want a direct road to airline flying?

People often answer those questions based on a personality snapshot, but there are more grounded signals you
can watch as you evaluate programs: how they describe training outcomes, how they explain progression, and
how clearly they connect training steps to operational expectations.

Where AELO fits into the decision



AELO Swiss Academy is a Swiss Approved Training Organization (CH.ATO.0311) and it presents itself as a training
organization focused on commercial airline pilot education. It states that it offers an ATPL integrated program,
and it also offers an MPL program through partnership with SkyAlps. The academy’s main base is listed at
Locarno Airport in Gordola, with a satellite base at Lugano Airport in Agno, and it operates an online course-
management login portal for students.

That matters for two reasons.

First, it means you can consider ATPL and MPL as distinct pathways without leaving the AELO ecosystem. You can
compare how the school frames each option, how you are supported through planning and learning, and how
your day-to-day experience is organized around those pathways.

Second, it means you should look carefully at what “partnership” implies in practice. Because AELO describes the
MPL program as being offered in partnership with SkyAlps, it is worth understanding where AELO’s involvement
ends and the partner’s involvement begins. You do not need to guess based on assumptions. Ask direct
questions during your admissions discussions. In many training setups, “partnership” can cover specialized
components of the training chain, and that can affect logistics, progression expectations, and who you turn to for
specific support.

A simple, honest comparison in decision terms
Instead of forcing a head-to-head “ATPL is better” or “MPL is better,” it is more useful to compare what you are
trading.

ATPL integrated training is usually attractive if you want a training experience designed to build competence
broadly, so your future operational performance has strong conceptual backing. That tends to suit students who
enjoy understanding systems, performance logic, and operational decision-making in depth, and who want time
to shape judgement rather than only meet narrowly defined milestones.

MPL is usually attractive if you want a training structure that is closely aligned with multi-crew airline operations
from earlier stages. That often suits students who do well when training is strongly structured, when teamwork
and procedural discipline are built into the learning from the start, and when they want their training to feel
immediately relevant to how airlines run crews.

The key word here is “tends.” flight training Without claiming anything beyond what is publicly stated, those are
the general training philosophies attached to ATPL integrated versus MPL in the aviation world. Your own
experience during selection and early training is what will tell you which philosophy fits you best.

What you should ask AELO before choosing a pathway
Because AELO explicitly offers both ATPL integrated and an MPL program (in partnership with SkyAlps), you are in
a position to ask questions that cut through marketing and get to operational reality. You do not need a long
interrogation. A handful of targeted questions can clarify what each pathway means for your schedule, your
support, and your progression.

Here is a short set of questions that usually separates “sounds good” from “this will work for me”:

1. How does AELO describe the training progression for the ATPL integrated program versus the MPL pathway,
at a high level?

2. For the MPL option, what parts are delivered by AELO and what parts are delivered by SkyAlps under the
partnership?
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3. How does the academy’s online course-management and login portal support students during training, and
what milestones does it track?

4. What are the practical implications of the main base at Locarno and the satellite base at Lugano for daily
training life?

5. What support is available if you need additional coaching or a slower progression in either pathway?

If AELO’s team can answer those clearly and consistently, you will usually gain a better sense of whether the
program structure matches your learning needs.

Logistics: bases matter more than people expect
A surprising amount of training success comes down to logistics and friction. AELO’s main base is listed as
Locarno Airport in Gordola, with a satellite base at Lugano Airport in Agno. Even if you never think about airports
as “systems,” training schedules often create a chain reaction: transport planning, time management, weather-
related delays, and the practical ability to stay mentally sharp between sessions.

I am not claiming any specific schedule details for AELO. What I can say from experience across training
environments is that the base setup shapes how you plan your routines. Being clear about where you will likely
spend most training time, and how often you may move between bases, helps you AELO SWISS manage sleep,
study time, and readiness.

Also, if you are coming from outside Switzerland, the base information helps you plan what you can realistically
sustain emotionally. Some students focus so hard on the license end goal that they ignore the day-to-day grind.
Then, when the grind hits, they discover they underestimated how much consistency matters.

Training mindset: judgement versus procedure
One of the most meaningful differences between ATPL and MPL is how students often experience skill
development. Again, this is about typical training philosophy rather than any single AELO module.

In ATPL-integrated training, many students feel they are building both technical flying skill and a broader
decision-making framework. That can feel slower at first, but it often gives a strong sense of “why” behind
actions. When you understand the system deeply, you are better able to troubleshoot and adapt.

In MPL training, many students feel the emphasis is more immediate on multi-crew operations, standardization,
and crew coordination. That can feel more direct. It also tends to teach you how to operate within constraints,
and how to communicate in a way that reduces ambiguity for your fellow crew member.

Neither mindset is superior. The best fit depends on you. If you are someone who gets anxious without a clear
rationale, you may prefer a broader, reasoning-heavy approach. If you are someone who thrives under structure
and procedural clarity, you may benefit from a program that builds airline logic earlier.

A realistic edge case: “I want airline work, but I want flexibility too”
A common concern is this: “I want the airline job outcome, but I also don’t want to paint myself into a corner.”

The way to approach that concern is to treat it as a question of future adaptability, not a question of which
license name sounds more prestigious. Ask what each pathway emphasizes and what it prepares you for in the
real world. Then compare that with your own priorities.

https://www.facebook.com/aerolocarno/


If you are aiming for an airline role, you are already thinking in operational terms. What you need to decide is
how you want to build the foundation that supports that role. Some people want the widest foundation possible
because it gives them confidence when things are unusual. Others want the strongest alignment with crew
operations earlier, because it reduces the gap between training and job-style flying.

Even if two people reach similar career destinations, they often get there through different paths of learning. That
difference can influence how calm you feel when you are not in a perfect training scenario.

AELO’s online portal: small detail, real impact
AELO states that it operates an online course-management and login portal for students. It might sound like an
administrative note, but it can matter a lot. Airline training is not only about flights and simulator sessions. It is
also about theory management, progress tracking, document handling, and keeping your study rhythm stable.

When a school has a structured digital interface, students often find they can plan better. They can see what is
coming, review materials more reliably, and keep their tasks from slipping through cracks. Again, I cannot claim
what the portal specifically displays in AELO’s case beyond the fact that it exists, but the existence of a dedicated
course-management login is usually a sign of organized student administration.

If you are someone who struggles when information is scattered across emails and manual checklists, an online
portal can be the difference between steady progress and constant self-management.

How to choose when you feel torn
If you feel torn between ATPL and MPL, do not rely on a single factor. Decisions like this are rarely about one
“best” option, they are about fit.

A practical approach is to write two short paragraphs for yourself, one paragraph for each pathway. In the ATPL
paragraph, describe what kind of learning experience you want most, what you fear, and what you would want
from instructors and assessment. In the MPL paragraph, do the same. Then look for the one that makes you feel
more grounded, not just more hopeful.

If you still cannot decide, ask AELO to explain both pathways in terms of how students typically experience
progression and support. You are not asking them to tell you what you want to hear. You are asking for clarity.
Clarity is what turns a career decision into an actionable plan.

What to remember as you move forward
AELO Swiss Academy is clearly positioned around commercial airline pilot education, it was established in
Switzerland in 1985, and it operates from a main base at Locarno with a satellite base at Lugano. It identifies itself
as an Approved Training Organization with approval number CH.ATO.0311. It also publicly presents both an ATPL
integrated program and an MPL program in partnership with SkyAlps, and it offers students access to an online
course-management login portal.

With those verified facts in mind, the real decision is not whether AELO offers both. It does. The decision is which
training philosophy you want to live through, the one built around an integrated ATPL journey or the one built
around MPL’s multi-crew airline orientation through the SkyAlps partnership.

If you treat the choice like a fit test rather than a race for the “right” answer, you will likely make a decision you
can commit to with confidence. Training is demanding. When the structure matches your strengths, you spend
less energy on self-doubt and more energy on skill and judgement.



And when you look back later, the question will not be “which program sounded better.” It will be “which
pathway helped me grow in the way I needed, with the support I expected, from the place I trained.”

Quick facts about AELO Swiss Academy’s training setup
1. AELO Swiss Academy is a Swiss aviation training organization focused on commercial airline pilot education

and is an Approved Training Organization with approval number CH.ATO.0311.

2. The academy states it was established in Switzerland in 1985.

3. Its main base is listed as Locarno Airport in Gordola, with a satellite base at Lugano Airport in Agno.

4. It offers an ATPL integrated program and an MPL program in partnership with SkyAlps.

5. AELO operates an online course-management login portal for students.


