
Questions to Answer Before Traveling for an
Interstate Adoption Placement

Understanding the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children
When an adoption crosses state lines, the process becomes more complex than a purely
domestic placement. Each state has its own laws regarding parental rights, home studies, and
court jurisdiction. Before you travel to bring a child home, you need to understand how the
Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC) works. This compact governs the
movement of children across state borders for adoption or foster care. Without proper
approval, you cannot legally take the child out of the birth state. The compact exists to protect
the child, the birth parents, and the adoptive family by ensuring that the receiving state has
evaluated the placement and that the sending state agrees to relinquish jurisdiction. A
Jacksonville adoption attorney who handles identified adoptions can help you navigate these
requirements, but you should still know what to expect.

Which State Has Jurisdiction Over the Adoption?
Jurisdiction determines which court will finalize the adoption. Generally, the court in the child's
birth state has jurisdiction until the adoption is complete. After the child moves to your
residence state, that state's court can take over, but only after the ICPC process is finished.
Confusion over jurisdiction can delay the placement or even cause it to fall apart. You need to
know whether the birth state will retain jurisdiction throughout the process or whether it will
transfer to your home state after placement. Your attorney will check the birth state's laws and
the specific terms of any consent or relinquishment documents. Some states require that the
birth parent appear in court to give consent, while others allow a written waiver. Knowing this
early saves you a trip to the wrong courthouse.

What Does Your Home Study Cover for Interstate Adoption?
A home study is required in both the sending and receiving states. The receiving state uses the
home study to approve you as a suitable adoptive parent. The sending state reviews it to
confirm that the placement meets its standards. If your home study was completed in Florida,
the state you are traveling to may require additional information. For example, some states ask
for a specific format, additional references, or an in-person interview. Your home study must be
current, usually within the past twelve months, and must include a background check, a
financial statement, and a home visit report. Before you travel, confirm that your home study
has been sent to the ICPC office in the birth state and that it has been accepted. If the birth
state rejects it, you will have to address the deficiencies before you can travel.



What Is the Process for ICPC Approval?
ICPC approval is not automatic. The process begins when the birth parent or legal guardian
signs a consent or relinquishment, and the adoption agency or attorney sends the ICPC packet
to the sending state's compact office. That office reviews the packet, including the home study,
the birth parent's consent, and the legal documents from both states. Once the sending state
approves, it sends the packet to the receiving state's compact office. The receiving state
reviews it and either approves, denies, or requests more information. Only after both states
have approved can the child travel to your home. The timeline varies. Some states process
ICPC requests in a few days, while others take weeks. Delays often occur because of missing
documents, incomplete home studies, or disagreements about jurisdiction. A Jacksonville
adoption attorney can help you prepare a complete packet to avoid common holdups. You
should also ask the agency or attorney in the birth state how long their ICPC office usually
takes.

Can You Travel With the Child Before ICPC Approval?
No. Traveling before ICPC approval is illegal and could jeopardize the adoption. The child
cannot leave the birth state until both compact offices have given the go-ahead. This rule
applies even if the birth parent has already signed consent. Attempting to take the child early
can result in the child being returned to the birth state, and you could face legal consequences.
Some families try to stay in the birth state with the child during the waiting period, but that
requires a temporary placement arrangement. If you plan to stay in the birth state, you need to



know where you can live, what expenses you can cover, and whether the birth parent has any
rights to see the child during that time. Your attorney can help you negotiate a temporary
placement agreement that protects everyone's interests.

What Happens to the Birth Parent's Consent After Interstate Travel?
Consent laws vary by state. In some states, a birth parent can revoke consent within a certain
period, even after the child has moved. In others, consent becomes irrevocable once the ICPC
packet is submitted. You need to know the revocation period in the birth state and how it
interacts with the ICPC process. If the birth parent revokes consent after the child has arrived
in your home state, the child may have to return to the birth state, and the adoption could be
canceled. This is one of the most stressful uncertainties in interstate adoption. A Jacksonville
adoption attorney can review the birth state's consent laws and advise you on the risk. You
should also discuss with the agency or attorney in the birth state what steps they take to
ensure the birth parent understands the permanency of the decision.

How Do You Handle Post-Placement Reports Across State Lines?
Most states require post-placement visits and reports before the adoption can be finalized.
These reports document the child's adjustment to your home and your family's readiness to
adopt. When the placement is interstate, the receiving state's court typically requires these
reports from a licensed social worker in your area. The sending state may also want copies.
You need to know how many reports are required, how often they must be submitted, and who
will conduct them. Some states accept reports from a Florida-licensed social worker, while
others require an agency licensed in the birth state as well. Your attorney can help you
coordinate with the home study provider to ensure the reports meet both states' standards.
Missing a post-placement report deadline can delay the finalization hearing.



What Happens If the Adoption Is Disrupted or Dissolved?
Adoption disruption, where the placement ends before finalization, is rare but possible. If the
placement fails after the child has moved to your home state, the ICPC process must be
reversed. The child would need to return to the birth state, and the compact office would have
to approve the return. If the birth parent's rights have been terminated, the child may become a
ward of the state in the birth state. This situation is legally complicated and emotionally
devastating. Before you travel, ask your attorney how the agency or attorney in the birth state
handles disruptions. Some states have specific procedures for returning a child, while others
leave it to the courts to decide. Understanding these procedures ahead of time helps you make
a more informed decision about whether to proceed with the placement.

What Does It Cost to Complete an Interstate Adoption?
Interstate adoptions involve additional costs beyond a domestic adoption. These include ICPC
filing fees, travel expenses, temporary housing in the birth state, legal fees for attorneys in both
states, and post-placement report fees. Some states charge a fee for processing the ICPC
packet, while others do not. You should ask the agency or attorney in the birth state for a
detailed estimate of costs. Your Jacksonville adoption attorney can also give you an idea of
what to expect based on previous interstate cases. Planning your budget early prevents
surprises. The key is to ask for a written breakdown before you commit to traveling.

Seeking Legal Guidance for Florida Adoption



Interstate adoption requires careful coordination between two states' legal systems. Each step,
from home study to ICPC approval to finalization, must be handled correctly to protect the child
and the family. This is where professional legal guidance for Florida adoption becomes
essential. An attorney who focuses on Florida adoption law can review the birth state's
requirements, prepare the necessary documents, and communicate with the compact offices.
They can also advise you on the timing of your travel, the handling of consent, and the post-
placement obligations. Without this support, you risk delays, legal complications, or even the
loss of the placement. Before you book a flight or pack a suitcase, take the time to discuss
these questions with your attorney. The answers will give you the confidence to move forward
and the knowledge to handle whatever comes next.

Final Thoughts
Traveling for an interstate adoption placement is an exciting step, but it comes with real legal
hurdles. Understanding the ICPC process, jurisdiction rules, consent laws, and post-placement
requirements helps you avoid common pitfalls. Every case is different, and the laws in the birth
state may not match what you are used to in Florida. Rely on experienced legal guidance for
Florida adoption to navigate these differences. With the right preparation, you can focus on
welcoming your child home rather than worrying about paperwork.

https://jacksonvilleadoptionattorney.com/

