
20 Things You Need To Know About Driving Licence Irish

Navigating the Road Ahead: The Ultimate Guide to the Irish Driving
Licence
Securing a driving licence is a significant turning point for anybody living in Ireland. Whether individuals are
trying to find the freedom to explore the Wild Atlantic Way, commute to work without depending on public
transportation, or simply get an important life ability, the process requires patience, preparation, and a clear
understanding of the rules set by the Road Safety Authority (RSA) and the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS).

This comprehensive guide breaks down everything one requires to understand about obtaining, renewing, and
upgrading a driving licence in Ireland.

1. The Journey Begins: Getting a Learner Permit
Before a person can even think of getting a complete Irish driving licence, they need to first request a Learner
Permit. In Ireland, you can not simply hop behind the wheel with a good friend who has a complete licence; you
should hold a valid student license for the specific category of car you wish to drive.

Eligibility Requirements

To make an application for a novice learner permit for a car (Category B), applicants must:

Be at least 17 years of age.

Pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT).

Pass an eye sight report (if needed).

Steps to Obtain a Learner Permit

1. Pass the Driver Theory Test: This is a computer-based, multiple-choice test covering guidelines of the road,
roadway signs, and danger awareness. Booking is done online through the official DTT website.

2. Make an application for the Permit: Once the theory test is passed, candidates should book a consultation
with the NDLS (National Driver Licence Service) online or personally.

3. Send Documentation: Applicants will need proof of identity, evidence of address, their Public Services Card
(PSC), the theory test certificate, and the suitable charge.

2. The Learning Phase: Essential Driver Training (EDT)
Once https://irishdrivinglicense.com/ the student permit is secured, beginner motorists can not simply practice
forever. The RSA requireds that learner drivers finish a structured training program called Essential Driver
Training (EDT) before they can sit their driving test.

The EDT Program: This consists of 12 necessary one-hour lessons with an Approved Driving Instructor (ADI).

Logbook: Each lesson is recorded in a digital or physical logbook by the ADI.

Sponsor Practice: Between official lessons, student drivers are strongly motivated to experiment a "sponsor."
A sponsor must be over 23 years of age and need to have held a full, valid driving licence for a minimum of 2
years.

https://irishdrivinglicense.com/


Displaying L-Plates: Red "L" plates need to be clearly displayed on the front and back of the vehicle at all
times when a student is driving.

3. Passing the Practical Driving Test
After finishing the EDT and logging adequate practice hours, the next obstacle is the practical driving test,
managed by the RSA.

What to Expect on Test Day

The test assesses a motorist's useful abilities, roadway safety awareness, and compliance with the rules of the
roadway. It usually includes:

Technical Check-ups: Questions about automobile safety and standard mechanical checks (e.g., checking oil,
brakes, and lights).

Hand Signals and Road Signs: Demonstrating knowledge of standard Irish roadway signs and appropriate
hand signals.

The Drive: A 35-to-40-minute drive covering different roadway types, traffic conditions, and maneuvers such
as reversing around a corner, a turnabout, and a hill start.

4. Graduating to a Full Irish Driving Licence
Passing the test is cause for event, however the journey isn't quite over. The test report allows the successful
candidate to obtain their complete, 10-year driving licence.

Novice Period (The N-Plate Era)

For the very first two years after passing the driving test, brand-new drivers in Ireland are categorized as Novice
Drivers.

They need to display amber N-plates on their car.

A lower alcohol limit applies to novice motorists (along with professional and student chauffeurs). The
alcohol limitation is 20 mg per 100 ml of blood, compared to 50 mg for knowledgeable drivers.

Accumulating 7 charge points (instead of the basic twelve) will lead to disqualification during this two-year
window.

5. Overview of Common Licence Categories in Ireland
Vehicles in Ireland are classified by letters and numbers. Comprehending these classifications makes sure drivers
hold the proper permit for their vehicle type.

Classification Description Minimum Age AM Mopeds (2 or 3 wheels, max speed 45 km/h) 16 A1/ A2/ A
Motorbikes (ranging from light to unlimited heavy bikes) 16-- 24 (depends on power) B Cars and trucks, light
vans, and motor tricycles (as much as 3,500 kg) 17 BE Cars and truck or light van combined with a heavy trailer 17
C/ CE Medium/Heavy Goods Vehicles (trucks), with or without trailers 21 D/ DE Buses and minibuses, with or
without trailers 21

6. Renewals, Replacements, and Medical Requirements



Life occurs, and driving licences ultimately end or get lost. The good news is, managing an existing Irish licence is
fairly straightforward thanks to the NDLS.

When to Renew

First Full Licence: Usually issued for a duration of 2 years for amateur motorists, transitioning later to a 10-
year credibility period.

Chauffeurs Over 70: Licences for senior motorists are provided for much shorter periods (normally 1 to 3
years) and require a medical report certificate validating fitness to drive.

Documents Required for Renewal

When visiting the NDLS or using online, chauffeurs normally need:

A current or ended driving licence/permit.

A Public Services Card (PSC) and a confirmed MyGovID (if applying online).

A finished medical report kind (obligatory for chauffeurs aged 75 and over, or those with particular medical
conditions).

The relevant renewal fee.

Summary of Key Fees and Requirements
To help plan the journey, here is a fast recommendation table of the core milestones, normal timelines, and
approximated expenses connected with getting a driving licence in Ireland.

Phase/ Milestone Governing Body Typical Cost (approx.) Secret Requirement Chauffeur Theory Test RSA/ DTT
EUR45.00 Pass computer system test Student Permit Application NDLS EUR35.00 Theory test pass certificate
EDT Driving Lessons Personal ADI EUR45 - EUR60 per lesson 12 necessary lessons Driving Test Booking RSA
EUR85.00 Completed EDT logbook Full Licence Application NDLS EUR55.00 (10-year) Pass practical driving test

Last Tips for Success
1. Schedule Ahead: Waiting lists for both the theory test, driving lessons, and the practical test can vary.

Strategy well ahead of time to avoid hold-ups.

2. Keep Documentation Safe: Always ensure your address and personal information match across your Public
Services Card, NDLS account, and insurance plan.

3. Practice Regularly: Consistency is crucial when discovering to drive. Attempt to drive in various climate
condition and times of day to build self-confidence.

Browsing the rules of the Irish driving licence system may seem intimidating at initially, however by following the
structured path laid out by the RSA and NDLS, motorists will soon find themselves lawfully and securely on the
open road. Safe driving!


