
Choosing Flooring and Window Treatments for
Your West Chester Home
When you are updating a home in the West Chester area, two of the most impactful changes
you can make are new flooring and window treatments. These elements define the character of
a room and affect how you live in it every day. Flooring sets the foundation for your color
palette and style, while window coverings control light, privacy, and the overall feel of a space.
Getting both right requires some thought, but the payoff is a home that feels finished and
comfortable.

Why Flooring and Windows Belong Together
Many homeowners approach flooring and window treatments as separate projects. They pick a
floor first, then later shop for blinds or drapes. There is a better way. The two elements work
together visually and functionally. A dark wood floor, for example, can absorb light and make a
room feel smaller. The right window treatment can bounce light back into the room and
balance that weight. On the other hand, a light-colored floor paired with sheer curtains might
leave a space feeling too washed out. Coordinating the two choices early on saves you from
mismatched finishes and wasted effort.

Another reason to think about them together is the practical side of installation. Flooring work
is dusty and disruptive. You want to have your floors fully installed and finished before you
hang new window treatments. That way, the curtains or blinds stay clean and you avoid having
to take them down again. A local provider such as Boyle's Floor and Window Design can help
you plan the sequence so that nothing gets damaged and the final result looks cohesive.

What to Consider When Choosing Flooring
Flooring is a long-term investment. You will walk on it every day, clean it, and live with its color
and texture for years. The first question to ask is about the room's use. A kitchen or entryway
sees heavy foot traffic, spills, and dirt. Hard surfaces like tile, luxury vinyl plank, or engineered
hardwood hold up better there than solid wood or carpet. For living rooms and bedrooms,
comfort underfoot matters more. Carpet, cork, or a quality laminate with a padded
underlayment can make those spaces feel warm and quiet.
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Beyond the practical side, think about the visual weight of the floor. Darker floors ground a
room and can make it feel intimate. Lighter floors open up a space and reflect natural light. If

https://www.pinterest.com/boylesflooringus/
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you have existing woodwork or cabinetry, bring a sample home and see how it looks in your
actual light. Store lighting is never the same as your living room at four in the afternoon.

Another factor is maintenance. Some flooring needs special cleaners, periodic resealing, or
careful handling of moisture. If you have pets or young children, you might lean toward
something that hides scratches and cleans up with a damp mop. Knowing your own tolerance
for upkeep is just as important as liking the look.

Window Treatments: More Than Just Curtains
Window treatments serve several jobs at once. They control light, provide privacy, insulate the
room, and add a layer of texture and color. The first decision is how much coverage you need.
In a bedroom, blackout curtains or lined drapes help you sleep better and keep the room cooler
in summer. In a living room, you might want something that filters light softly while still giving
you privacy from the street.

Blinds and shades offer a clean, tailored look. Cellular shades are especially good at insulating,
trapping air in their honeycomb structure to keep rooms warmer in winter and cooler in
summer. Roller shades are simpler and more affordable, and they come in a wide range of
opacity levels. For a more traditional or layered look, curtains or drapes paired with sheers give
you flexibility. You can close the sheers for daytime privacy and pull the drapes at night for a
cozy feel.

One detail that often gets overlooked is the hardware. The rod, finials, and brackets should
match the style of the room and be strong enough to hold the fabric. A flimsy rod can sag
under heavy drapes, and cheap brackets can pull out of the wall. Spend a little more on good
hardware and install it into studs or use proper wall anchors. It makes a difference over time.

Coordinating Materials and Colors
Getting the combination right is part science, part instinct. Start with the floor as the anchor.
Then choose window treatments that either complement that color or provide a deliberate
contrast. A neutral floor, like a warm gray or beige, gives you freedom to use bolder window
fabrics. A floor with a lot of grain or pattern works best with simpler, solid-colored window
coverings so the two don't compete.

Think about the finish of the floor, too. A high-gloss floor reflects light and can feel formal. A
matte or hand-scraped floor feels more casual and rustic. Your window treatments should
echo that same level of formality. Silk drapes on a matte, hand-scraped floor might look out of
place. Linen or cotton curtains on a glossy floor could feel too casual. Matching the finish level
ties the room together.



Working With Professionals in West Chester
West Chester has a mix of historic homes and newer construction, and each comes with its
own quirks. Older homes often have windows that are not perfectly square, so off-the-shelf
blinds may leave gaps or bind when you try to raise them. Custom window treatments solve
that problem. The same is true for flooring. Historic homes may have uneven subfloors that
need leveling before new flooring goes down. A professional can assess these conditions and
recommend the right approach.

When you work with a company that handles both flooring and window treatments, you get the
benefit of a single point of contact. Someone who sees the whole picture can help you avoid
common mistakes, like ordering a beautiful hardwood floor only to find that the afternoon sun
fades it in a year, or choosing room-darkening shades that leave your houseplants struggling. A
local provider such as Boyle's Floor and Window Design understands the area's architecture
and climate, which means they can steer you toward choices that work in your specific home.

Budgeting and Timing
Flooring and window treatments are not cheap, but they are worth spending on because they
affect so many other parts of your home. Start with a realistic budget for each and then
prioritize. If you have to choose, spend more on flooring because it is harder to change later.
Window treatments can be upgraded over time as your budget allows.

Timing matters, too. Flooring installation can take days or weeks depending on the size of the
project and the material. Custom window treatments often have a lead time of several weeks
because they are made to order. Plan both projects so that the floors go in first, then the
window treatments arrive and get installed soon after. This avoids having your new drapes
collect dust from the sanding and sawing.

Making the Final Choice
There is no single right answer for every home. The best flooring and window treatments are
the ones that fit your lifestyle, your home's architecture, and your personal taste. Take your
time, look at samples in your own light, and ask questions before you commit. A thoughtful
approach now will save you from regrets later.

For homeowners in the West Chester area, working with a company that offers both services
can simplify the process and improve the result. One such option is Boyle's Floor and Window
Design, located at 705 E Gay St, West Chester, PA 19380, and reachable by phone at (610) 429-
9773. They can help you navigate the choices and get the job done right.


