
The highly anticipated European Volleyball Confederation (CEV) final between Italy and Turkiye delivered exactly
what fans crave: drama, momentum swings, and fierce individual battles. In front of a raucous Istanbul crowd, Italy
claimed the initial set 25-16 with clinical precision. However, Turkiye responded with a powerful and well-executed
comeback in Set 2, https://volleycountry.com/news/turkiye-defeat-italy-in-five-set-thriller-to-retain-european-
championship shifting the momentum of this five-set thriller.

Set 1 Recap: Italy’s Commanding 25-16 Victory
Italy started strong, taking full advantage of early momentum. They executed their offense with surgical precision,
led by Paola Egonu’s towering presence at the net and sharp kills from Miriam Sylla. The scoreboard showed a
decisive 25-16 final tally for the Azzurri, who capitalized on a crucial 8-4 run after the switch that established their
commanding lead.

During this set, Italy’s coach smartly used timeout adjustments to disrupt Turkiye’s rhythm, particularly focusing
on breaking down Turkiye’s passing reception. Egonu opened the scoring duel with Vargas early on, showcasing
why these two are cornerstones for their teams.

Key Stats and Momentum Shifts

Italy’s service pressure yielded multiple Turkiye errors early in set 1.

Defensive struggles in Turkiye’s backline led to 7 unforced errors.

Italy recorded an impressive kill percentage above 55% in set 1.

Despite Italy’s dominance here, this opening set scoreline hardly foreshadowed the spirited comeback Turkiye
would orchestrate next.

How Did Turkiye Respond in Set 2?
Facing the deafening home crowd in Istanbul, Turkiye combated the setback with a crucial timeout adjustment
early in the second set. Coach Giovanni Guidetti recalibrated the team’s serving strategy and boosted the
offensive responsibilities of star duo Melissa Vargas and captain Eda Erdem.

Timeout Adjustment Sparks Turnaround

Turkey started set 2 sluggishly but a timeout at 6-7 flipped the tide. Post-timeout, Turkiye launched a relentless
serving barrage, engineered by Vargas and Erdem, that unraveled Italy’s serve reception system. This sparked a
key 10-3 run to take a commanding 16-10 lead — a massive swing illustrating how well the team implemented
the coach’s adjustments.

The home crowd’s energy lifted every court touch, transforming momentum entirely in Turkiye’s favor. The
Istanbul fans vocally urged their team on through every rally, making it a hostile environment for the Italians.

The Scoring Duel Intensifies: Vargas Vs Egonu

The set 2 comeback was underscored by the fierce scoring duel between Melissa Vargas and Paola Egonu. While
Egonu remained a consistent threat with her spike power and reach, Vargas elevated her game dramatically with a
mix of forceful kills, well-timed pipe attacks, and savvy placement.
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Player Set 1 Points Set 2 Points Notable Contribution Paola Egonu (Italy) 12 8 Powerful kills, consistent scorer
Melissa Vargas (Turkiye) 6 13 Critical kills, effective serving Eda Erdem (Turkiye) 5 6 Captain’s leadership, blocks,
and serves

Turkiye closed out set 2 with an emphatic 25-19 victory, turning what could have been a momentum-sapping loss
into a booming rally. This rebound illustrates the critical importance of timeout adjustments and crowd influence
on high-stakes volleyball matches.

Five-Set Line Recap So Far
At this point in the match, the set-by-set score stands:

Set 1: Italy 25-16 Turkiye

Set 2: Turkiye 25-19 Italy

The contest remains wide open, with both teams bolstered by key runs—Italy’s 8-4 momentum after the first
switch, and Turkiye’s 10-3 run following their second-set timeout.



Why Set 2 Matters for the Match Outcome
The second set comeback proves Turkiye's resilience and how momentum can swing quickly in volleyball. With the
crowd firmly behind the home team, the psychological boost gave Turkiye the belief to push this match into the
later sets. Meanwhile, Italy must rethink their serving strategy and consider their own timeout adjustments to
reclaim control.

For fans tracking this high-quality CEV European final, Set 2 was pivotal—a textbook example of how a team can
bounce back by combining tactical timeout changes, dynamic play from stars like Vargas and Erdem, and home
crowd energy.

Don’t Miss the Upcoming Sets — The Drama Isn’t Over
The five-set final is poised to deliver even more jaw-dropping rallies. Those following the tournament on the CEV
official website will want to stay sharp to capture all the momentum swings and key runs.

If you enjoy the thrill of epic battles in sport, consider taking a break with some exciting online slots at mrq.com.
It’s a fun way to relax and try your luck between the intense volleyball moments.

Final Thought

The Italy vs Turkiye battle reminds us why international women’s volleyball is so riveting. Every detail counts—
timeout adjustments, scoring showdowns between Vargas and Egonu, relentless home crowd energy, and timely
momentum shifts all mix to create unforgettable sport drama. Stay tuned as this five-set epic unfolds!


