What North Texas Soil Movement Does To Doors And Windows

The blackland prairie clay common across North Texas is not just a footing issue, it also shows up later in the way
doors and windows fit. A small foundation change can throw a frame out of square, which means the sash or slab

is trying to fit into an opening that is no longer perfectly rectangular.

Sometimes the unit is fine and the opening around it has moved just enough to change the geometry. An

experienced window and door replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Common Symptoms Of Foundation Movement At Openings
A double-hung window may tilt slightly in the frame, making it harder to lift or lower smoothly.
Other clues are easier to miss until they become annoying.

Those cycles are hard on old wood frames, but they also stress vinyl, fiberglass, and aluminum-clad units when

the commercial windows opening is already tight.

Why Windows And Doors Fail Faster In Clay Soil Homes

Fiberglass tends to handle heat and movement better, although it still depends on a stable opening and a careful
installation. If you are comparing vinyl windows vs fiberglass windows in Texas summer heat, the answer is not

just about thermal performance, it is also about how the frame behaves when the house moves.
Poor installation makes a soil problem worse.

Doors can be even more sensitive than windows.

Repair, Reshape, Or Replace?
That said, if the opening is drifting every season, cosmetic fixes will not hold forever.
Before signing off on new units, the house should be evaluated for movement history.

That does not eliminate the soil issue, but it often gives the crew a more predictable window to square the frame

and seal it properly.

How To Protect New Installations From Future Soil Movement

The goal is not to freeze the soil, because that is impossible, but to reduce the sharp wet-dry swings that make
clay move so aggressively. If gutters dump water near the slab, or if one side of the yard stays wetter than the

rest, the house can keep twisting the opening even after a quality installation.
A few practical steps make a difference:

* Downspouts and surface runoff should not collect at the slab edge.
¢ |f the problem always shows up after long dry weather, soil movement is likely part of it.
® Inspect caulk, trim, and locks once or twice a year.

* A good fit matters as much as a good rating.
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When windows and doors start sticking, gapping, or refusing to latch, the problem may be the first visible sign

that the house is moving under them.



