What Hail Usually Does To A Window

In Dallas TX, hail usually leaves the most obvious marks on the outside of the glass, not the inside.

A direct strike often leaves small chips, pinprick pits, or a dull spot that catches the light differently than the rest

of the pane.
Double-pane windows can keep working after an impact, even when the seal or one pane has been weakened.

Another tell is a crack that starts small and grows later, often after a temperature swing or the next time the glass
flexes.

The frame matters just as much as the glass.

A storm pattern often leaves a line of similar hits on the windward side of the home, which is very different from

the random wear that builds up over time.

Signs The Damage Is On The Glass, The Seal, Or The Frame
Not every bad-looking window has hail damage, and that is where many homeowners get tripped up.
If you see fog between panes, the problem is usually a failed seal rather than a direct impact on the glass surface.

That matters because hail may break the glass or weaken the seal, but a failed seal on its own points to age, heat,

or product breakdown.

Impact can leave small dents, stress marks, loosened stops, or a frame that no longer sits square in the opening.
In some Dallas homes, foundation movement makes the symptoms look worse than they are.

A proper inspection starts with the strike marks, then checks the seal, frame, and operation of the sash.

An experienced window replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

What To Check After A Storm In Dallas TX

If you think hail hit your home, check the windows once the storm has passed, but stay off wet ladders and slick

surfaces.

Begin outside when conditions allow. First scan for chips, pits, and cracks, then move in for a closer look if the

ground is dry and stable.
Then check how the window operates from the inside.
Pay attention to these warning signs:

® fresh cracks or spiderweb lines in the pane
¢ fog or moisture between panes

* small chips or pitted spots on the glass

¢ frames that no longer close evenly

* |oose glazing, stops, or trim around the pane

Clear pictures help later, whether you are comparing repair options or talking to an insurer.



If you can still hear air movement around the window after the storm, that is worth noting too.

When Damage Means Repair, Replacement, Or An Insurance Claim

The right answer depends on how deep the damage goes and whether the window still performs the way it
should.

If the pane is intact, the seal is holding, and the sash still works properly, a repair may be enough.

Cracks, failed Dallas door installation seals, and repeated leaks usually make replacement the smarter option.
That is especially true if the window already had age-related wear before the storm.

Insurance may help if the storm caused real damage, but the carrier will want proof that the hail created the loss.
Detailed photos, a written evaluation, and a repair estimate can make the claim process much smoother.

If storms are a regular problem at your house, it may be smart to ask about impact-resistant windows for

hailstorms in North Texas before the next round of severe weather.

How To Keep Hail From Causing Repeat Problems

Once hail damage has been repaired, the next goal is making sure the same window does not fail again in the

next storm.
That usually starts with a full check of the window system, not just the glass.

If the same window has been repaired repeatedly, fogs up between panes, or keeps binding in the frame,

replacement is usually the better long-term choice.

For Dallas homeowners, a hail inspection is also a good time to check for energy loss, since damaged windows

can let in more heat and raise strain on cooling systems.
When you compare options after a storm, look at fit, seal quality, and glass performance, not only price.

Start with the glass, then the seal, then the frame, and you will usually know whether you are dealing with storm

damage, age, or both.
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