When community groups look for fundraising ideas, the goal is often to choose something simple, engaging, and
accessible to a wide range of people. That's why community bingo remains a favourite option across Canada and
beyond. But with new technology like computers and tablets changing how we connect, does bingo still hold its
place as a traditional fundraiser? In this post, we'll explore why bingo works, what makes it appealing to groups

and participants, and how tools like computers and tablets can enhance or adapt your event.

Why Choose Bingo? The Appeal of Simple Rules and Accessibility

The first key reason bingo is a great fundraiser for community groups is its simplicity and accessibility. Unlike
events that require specific skills or training, bingo has straightforward rules everyone can learn in minutes. That

low barrier of entry invites a diverse crowd, from teenagers to seniors.

e Simple group activity: Each player gets a card with numbers. The caller randomly picks numbers, and

players mark matches. The first to complete a pattern calls “Bingo!”

* Minimal setup: You don't need expensive equipment or complex training. Community centres or church halls

often have the tables and chairs needed.

* Inclusive: No matter your background or experience, bingo welcomes all, fostering community spirit and

interaction.

The easy rules make bingo an ideal organized night out for groups, uniting people around a shared, light-hearted
goal: winning the game and the prize. It's accessible, fun, and a great way for participants to connect and enjoy

each other’'s company.

The Thrill Factor: Anticipation and Suspense from Uncertainty

One of bingo's best-kept secrets is how well its structure generates anticipation and suspense. As players watch
numbers being called, excitement builds—who will get that elusive last number? When someone’s card gets closer

to a bingo, the energy in the room shifts.

This element of uncertainty is the heartbeat of bingo's widespread appeal:



* Every number counts: Each new number called could change the game dramatically.

* Shared experience: Everyone is watching the same numbers, creating a collective suspense and cheering

together.

* Repeat engagement: Players want to stay for multiple rounds, increasing fundraising potential throughout
the night.

For fundraisers, this means your event can keep momentum going for hours. Whether it's a small group or a

packed hall, that shared vibe of suspense fuels enthusiasm and repeat ticket sales.

Bingo Halls and Community Events: A Traditional Setting That Works

For decades, bingo halls have been fixtures of communities, providing a familiar and comfortable place to gather.

Community groups benefit from leveraging this tradition:
1. Familiar locations: Local halls or centres are easy to find and often already equipped for bingo nights.
2. Community trust: People readily show up because bingo is a known activity with a friendly atmosphere.
3. Supporting local charities: Many bingo events tie into local causes, which encourages participation and

goodwill.

Holding a bingo fundraiser in a dedicated hall brings people out in person, strengthens community bonds, and

fosters teamwork—whether among volunteers running the night or players cheering each other on.

The Role of Computers and Tablets: Adding Convenience Without
Losing the Charm

Technology can sometimes feel like a barrier, but when harnessed thoughtfully, computers and tablets add

convenience to a classic pastime without taking away its charm. Here's how:

Digital Bingo Cards and Number Calling

e Computers and tablets can generate bingo cards automatically, providing unique cards to hundreds of players

instantly.

¢ Digital number-calling apps randomize calls fairly and visually display called numbers on screens, eliminating

human error.

® For volunteers, this technology reduces the load of prepping paper cards and managing physical draws.

Online Bingo Fundraisers: Reaching Participants Beyond the Hall

The availability of powerful devices and reliable internet means bingo can move online, which is particularly useful

for community groups with members spread over a large area or when gathering in person is difficult.

Platforms utilizing computers and tablets allow players to join games from home, offering:



® Access to those unable to attend physical events due to distance or mobility issues.
® Flexibility in scheduling games outside regular community event times.

® Potentially larger audiences, increasing fundraising opportunities.

However, it's important for community groups to maintain the social aspects that make bingo fun. Organizing

video chats or live streams alongside online bingo can recreate some of the communal atmosphere.

Comparing Traditional and Online Bingo for Fundraising: Pros and
Cons

Aspect Traditional Bingo Online Bingo Accessibility Easy for local participants of all ages Broader reach, including
distant participants Social Interaction Direct in-person connections Virtual, may feel less personal Setup and
Equipment Basic: cards, caller equipment, venue Requires reliable internet and devices Fundraising Potential
Typically steady, local base Opportunity for larger, diverse audience Volunteer Requirements More hands-on for

logistics and crowd management Technical support and online moderation needed

Tips for Organizing a Successful Community Bingo Fundraiser
Whichever format your group decides on, here are some best practices to get the most from your bingo event:

1. Promote broadly: Use local newspapers, social media, and flyers. Emphasize the social aspect and cause

supported.

2. Use technology wisely: For in-person events, consider tablets for streamlined number calling and easy

tracking. For online bingo, test platforms thoroughly before going live.
3. Offer prizes that encourage participation: Gift cards, donated goods, or community experiences work well.
4. Plan for multiple rounds: Keeps energy up and fundraising steady.

5. Train volunteers: Make sure they know the rules, setup, and how to assist participants, whether in person or

online.

Conclusion: Bingo Remains a Solid Fundraising Choice



Community bingo's strength lies in its simplicity, broad appeal, and the unique thrill that comes from each draw.
Whether you're gathering folks in a hall or inviting neighbours from their living rooms through computers and

tablets, bingo fits the bill as a simple group activity and organized night out that raises spirits as well as funds.

By blending traditional charm with smart use of technology, community groups can continue to use bingo as a
https://troymedia.com/joint-venture/why-bingo-has-remained-popular-across-generations/ meaningful way to

support causes, celebrate community, and share fun experiences for years to come.



