A poker equity chart is a study reference that shows how often a hand—or a range of hands—uwins, ties, or loses
against another hand or range. It helps answer practical questions such as, “How often does my top pair hold up?”
and “Is this flush draw strong enough to continue?” An equity chart poker player uses well is more than a list of

percentages: it connects hand strength, possible opponent holdings, and the decisions you face at the table.

Equity is not the same as a guaranteed share of the pot. If you have 60% equity, you would win about 60% of the
time in the long run if the same situation could be repeated under the same conditions. You can still lose the next
hand. Use charts during review to build better instincts, then apply those instincts to the board, bet size, and

opponent in front of you.

What a Poker Equity Chart Shows

A basic chart compares two hands at a point in the deal. For example, it might show how often ace-king wins
against pocket queens before the flop. A more advanced chart compares a hand with a range: a set of hands an
opponent could reasonably have. Range-versus-range equity is usually more useful, because in a real hand you

rarely know your opponent'’s exact cards.

Equity calculations account for the remaining cards that could appear on the board. They include outcomes where
your hand wins and outcomes where the pot is split. The result can depend on the suits, ranks, and board cards—
but no suit is inherently stronger than another. A spade is not worth more than a heart; a suit matters only when

it helps make a flush or changes a particular draw.

Chart information What it helps you study Hand versus hand How two specific holdings perform against each
other Hand versus range How your holding performs against several plausible opponent hands Range versus
range How two groups of hands interact on a given board Draw equity How often a draw improves to a likely

winning hand by the river

Equity Is Not the Same as Hand Rankings

Texas Hold’em hand rankings tell you which completed five-card hand beats another. In descending order, the

standard rankings are royal flush, straight flush, four of a kind, full house, flush, straight, three of a kind, two pair,



one pair, and high card. Your best hand is the best five-card combination you can make from your two private

cards and the five community cards.

An equity chart answers a different question: how often does your hand win or tie against another holding or
range, given the cards that are known? A pair may be ahead now but vulnerable to overcards. A flush draw is not

a made flush; it is a draw that may complete if the right suit arrives. Keep those ideas separate when you study.

Hand rankings also do not erase kicker differences. If the board gives https://pokerhdnds.com/ both players a pair
of kings, the next highest card in each player’s five-card hand can decide the pot. For example, if you hold ace-king
and your opponent holds king-queen on a king-high board with no better shared combination, your ace kicker

may be decisive. Check the full five-card hand, not just the pair.

How to Use an Equity Chart During a Study Session

Effective hand equity study starts with a specific question from a hand you played or watched. Avoid looking up
random percentages without a decision attached. Write down the action, the board, your holding, and the

opponent range you considered. Then use a chart or calculator to test the assumption that mattered.

1. Rebuild the situation. Record the positions, preflop action, effective stack, pot size, bet sizes, your cards, and

the board. A chart is only as useful as the situation you enter.

2. Choose a realistic opponent range. Include hands that fit the action. If a player raises preflop and bets a
dry ace-high flop, do not automatically give them every possible hand. Consider strong pairs, top pair, bluffs,

and the weaker hands they might actually play this way.

3. Compare your equity with the price. If the pot is $100 and your opponent bets $50, calling costs $50 to
contest a final pot of $200. You need 25% equity to break even on a call, before considering future betting or

other factors. The general calculation is call amount divided by the pot after you call.

4. Change one assumption at a time. See what happens if the opponent’s range contains fewer bluffs, or if a

specific draw is included. This teaches you which assumptions drive the result.

5. Write a takeaway in plain language. For example: "My pair is ahead of the missed draws, but behind the
value hands; the call needs enough bluffs in this range.” A short conclusion is easier to remember than a bare

percentage.

Equity is one input, not a complete decision rule. Position, future bets, stack depth, and how often you can
improve also matter. A hand with adequate equity to call one bet may still be awkward if you will face a large bet

on many turns.

Hand Odds and Probabilities: Use the Right Number

Odds depend on what is being counted. The chance of being dealt a particular starting hand is not the same as
the chance of making a hand by the river, and neither is automatically the same as equity against an opponent.
Always note whether a statistic refers to five-card poker, a Hold'em starting deal, or the final seven cards available

in Hold'em.

For a familiar five-card poker reference, four of a kind odds: 0.0240% (1 in 4,164)—also stated as about 1 in
4,165. That is a five-card-hand figure, not the probability of making quads in a Texas Hold’em hand. In Hold'em,
players can use seven available cards, so the applicable probability is different. This is exactly why a poker chart

should label the game and situation it describes.



For draw study, the “rule of four and two" is a quick estimate. On the flop, multiply your clean outs by four to
estimate the chance of improving by the river. On the turn, multiply by two to estimate the chance on the river.

These are approximations, not exact calculations, and they assume your outs really do make you the winner.

Situation Approximate chance to hit Exact calculation One card to come, 9 outs About 18% (9 x 2) 9/46 = 19.6%
Two cards to come, 9 outs About 36% (9 x 4) 1 — (37/47 x 36/46) = 35.0% One card to come, 8 outs About 16%
(8 x 2)8/46 = 17.4%

In the nine-out example, the exact chance to hit by the river is about 35%, because the turn and river are not
independent events: if you miss on the turn, the number of unseen cards changes. Also, not every apparent out is
clean. If you have a straight draw but a completing card could give an opponent a flush, some outs may be
discounted. A straight draw is not a flush draw; count the actual cards that improve your hand and consider what

those cards do for the opponent.

Printable Cheat Sheets and Charts: What to Keep Nearby

Printable cheat sheets are useful for quick reference, especially when you are learning hand rankings, common
draw counts, and basic pot odds. A good sheet is readable at a glance and clearly labels its assumptions. It should

not promise one universal answer for every table situation.

Poker training charts can cover preflop starting-hand ranges, equity matchups, draw odds, and common board
textures. Keep the chart that addresses your current study goal in view. If you are working on calling decisions, a

pot-odds and draw-odds reference may help more than a large preflop range chart.

® Print a Texas Hold'em hand-ranking reference and review it until the order is automatic.
® Use an equity chart or calculator to compare your hand with a range, not just one convenient opponent hand.
* Keep a draw-odds chart for flop and turn situations, and mark whether the outs are clean or discounted.

® Include the game format and assumptions on any chart you save—for example, five-card odds versus seven-

card Hold’em odds.

® Revisit a few hands after each session instead of trying to memorize every possible matchup.

A Mid-Study Example

Suppose you hold a suited king and queen, and the flop gives you a flush draw. Before treating that as a reason to
call, identify the opponent’s likely range, count your outs, and check whether your cards also give you a pair or
straight draw. If you have nine clean flush outs with one card to come, your chance to complete is 9/46, or about
19.6%. That is not automatically your equity: you may win without completing, lose even after completing, or split

the pot.

Now compare the price. If the pot is $80 and your opponent bets $40, calling $40 would make the final pot $160,
so the immediate break-even equity is 25%. A draw that only wins when it completes may not have enough
equity by itself. But if you also have overcards that can win when they pair, or the opponent sometimes bluffs,
your total equity may be higher. On the other hand, if some flush cards give the opponent a full house or a higher

flush, your clean-out count and equity can fall.



Use the chart to check that reasoning. If villain has a set and you have a flush draw, some of your apparent outs
may be unsafe if the board pairs. If villain has a lower pair and you have overcards plus a flush draw, your equity

can be substantially different. The exact cards and board decide; do not rely on the label “flush draw” alone.

Common Mistakes When Reading Equity Charts

* Confusing equity with the chance to hit. A nine-out draw's chance to complete is not necessarily its chance

to win.

¢ Using a single hand when a range is more realistic. A chart against one exact hand can be misleading if

the opponent could hold many combinations.
* Ignoring ties. Equity includes a share of split pots. A tie is not a full win, but it is not a loss either.
e Counting dirty outs as clean. A card that improves your hand can still improve the opponent’s hand more.

¢ Mixing up probability contexts. A five-card hand statistic cannot be presented as a Hold’em seven-card

probability without checking the calculation.

¢ Thinking suits have a ranking. Suits are equal in standard Hold'em. They matter only through the cards

available for flushes and other board interactions.

Turn Charts Into Better Decisions

An equity chart is best used as a study partner: it checks your assumptions, shows how ranges interact, and gives
numbers to ideas that otherwise feel vague. Start with the hand rankings, learn to count clean outs, and compare
equity with the price you are being offered. Then review how your result changes when you adjust the opponent'’s

range.

Over time, hand equity study turns chart results into practical judgment. You will get faster at spotting when a
top pair needs kicker scrutiny, when a draw has enough price to continue, and when a tempting percentage relies
on assumptions that do not fit the hand. Use printable cheat sheets for quick reminders and equity charts for

deeper review—but always bring the board, range, and pot odds into the calculation.



