
Why Working With a Trust Attorney West Jordan
Residents Rely On Makes Sense
Estate planning is one of those tasks that feels easy to put off. You know you should get your
affairs in order, but life stays busy, and the paperwork seems overwhelming. When I moved to
West Jordan a few years ago, I kept telling myself I would set up a trust before something went
wrong. I did not get around to it until a friend needed help with probate after a sudden loss.
Watching that process unfold taught me more than any legal blog ever could.

Trusts are not just for wealthy families or complicated tax situations. A simple revocable living
trust can save your loved ones months of court time and a lot of frustration. The key is getting
the documents drafted correctly from the start. A badly written trust can cause more problems
than no trust at all. That is where a trust attorney west jordan residents trust - someone who
knows local probate rules and has experience drafting documents that hold up - becomes
essential.

What a Trust Actually Does for Your Family
A trust is a legal arrangement where you transfer ownership of property to a trustee who
manages it for the benefit of your chosen beneficiaries. You can name yourself as trustee while
you are alive and competent, which keeps control in your hands. When you pass away or
become incapacitated, a successor trustee steps in without needing court approval. This
avoids the public, time-consuming probate process that often ties up assets for months.

Probate in Utah can take anywhere from six months to over a year, depending on the
complexity of the estate and whether anyone contests the will. During that time, your family
cannot access bank accounts, sell real estate, or distribute heirlooms without court orders. A
properly funded trust bypasses probate entirely. The assets pass directly to your beneficiaries
according to your instructions, usually within a few weeks.
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Another benefit is privacy. Wills become public records once they enter probate. Anyone can
walk into the courthouse and read the details of your estate - what you owned, who you owed,
and who you left things to. A trust remains private. Only the trustee and beneficiaries see its
terms.

Common Mistakes I See People Make
Over the years, I have seen several recurring problems with do-it-yourself trust kits and even
some attorney-drafted documents that were not properly tailored. The most frequent mistake
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is failing to fund the trust. You can sign a twenty-page trust document, but if you never transfer
your house deed, bank accounts, or investment accounts into the trust's name, those assets
still go through probate. The trust becomes an empty shell.

Another issue is naming the wrong successor trustee. People often choose a family member
who lives out of state or has no financial experience. That person may have trouble managing
trust assets, filing tax returns, or dealing with creditors. A better choice is someone local who
is organized and trustworthy, or a professional trustee such as a bank trust department. You
can always include instructions that limit their discretion.

Many people also forget to update their trust after major life events. Divorce, remarriage, the
birth of a child, or a move to a different state can make your existing trust outdated. Utah law
has specific rules about community property and homestead exemptions that differ from other
states. If you moved here from California or Arizona, your old trust might not address Utah's
requirements.

When You Need More Than a Basic Trust
Not every situation fits a simple revocable living trust. If you own a business, have a child with
special needs, or want to protect assets from a future divorce or lawsuit, you might need a
more specialized structure. An irrevocable trust, for example, can shield assets from creditors
and Medicaid recovery, but you give up control over the property once it is transferred. That is a
trade-off worth discussing with a qualified attorney who understands both the benefits and the
risks.

Business owners in West Jordan often ask about protecting their company from personal
liability while also planning for succession. A trust can own your business interest, keeping the
value out of your personal estate and away from probate. At the same time, you can set up a
buy-sell agreement that ensures your partners or family members can purchase your share at a
fair price when you retire or pass away. These arrangements need careful drafting to avoid tax
consequences.

Practical Steps to Get Started
Before you meet with an attorney, gather a few basic documents. Make a list of your major
assets: real estate, bank and investment accounts, retirement plans, life insurance policies, and
any valuable personal property. Note how each asset is titled - joint tenancy, tenants in
common, or individual ownership. Also think about who you want as beneficiaries and who you
would trust to manage the assets if you could not do it yourself.

During the consultation, ask about the specific types of trusts the attorney handles most often.
Some lawyers focus on tax planning and may push complex strategies you do not need. Others



specialize in probate avoidance and can give you a straightforward revocable trust that covers
90 percent of what typical families need. A good attorney will explain the costs upfront and
give you a flat fee for the entire package, not an hourly rate that leaves you guessing.

One thing I wish I had known earlier is that funding a trust does not have to be complicated.
Your attorney should provide a list of steps for changing the title on your house, updating
beneficiary designations on retirement accounts, and retitling bank accounts. Many attorneys
will handle the real estate paperwork themselves for a small additional fee. That is money well
spent if you are not comfortable navigating county recorder forms.

Estate Planning for Business Owners
If you run a business in West Jordan, your estate plan needs to address both personal and
business assets. A trust can hold your ownership interest in the company, but you also need a
power of attorney that lets someone step in to run the business if you become incapacitated.
Without that, your family might not be able to sign checks, pay employees, or keep the doors
open while you recover.

Succession planning is another layer. Many small business owners assume their children will
take over, but that is not always the best outcome. You can use a trust to gradually transfer
ownership over time, or to sell the business to a key employee while providing income for your
spouse. A trust attorney west jordan business owners work with can help you structure these
transitions to minimize taxes and keep the business running smoothly.

Why Local Knowledge Matters
Utah has its own probate code, homestead exemption rules, and estate tax quirks. An attorney
who practices primarily in West Jordan will be familiar with the local court system and the
county recorder's specific requirements. They will also know which notaries and witnesses are
acceptable for trust documents, and how to handle property that crosses county lines. This
kind of local expertise can prevent delays and extra costs down the road.

I recall a case where a family used an online trust template that did not include a Utah-specific
provision for their house. The deed transfer was rejected by the county recorder twice, costing
them hundreds in filing fees and weeks of delay. A local attorney would have caught that issue
before the documents were signed.

Connect with us on LinkedIn.

Finding a trust attorney west jordan residents can count on is a matter of looking for someone
with experience in both estate planning and local practice. Check whether they are a member
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of the Utah State Bar's estate planning section, and ask how many trusts they have drafted in
the past year. Experience matters more than a fancy website.

If you are ready to move forward, you can reach out to Jeremy Eveland, located at 8833 S
Redwood Rd # A, West Jordan, UT 84088, USA, phone +1 801-613-1472. Jeremy Eveland is a
business, estate planning, and probate attorney in West Jordan, Utah, serving clients across
Utah with legal counsel on corporate law, asset protection, trusts, and business succession.


