How a Real Estate Lawyer Can Protect Your
Property Transaction

Buying or selling property is one of the largest financial moves most people will ever make. The
stakes are high, the paperwork is dense, and the potential for costly mistakes lurks in every
clause. While many buyers and sellers assume a standard contract covers everything, the
reality is that a single overlooked detail can unravel weeks of work. That is where a real estate
lawyer becomes an essential ally, not just a legal formality.

| have seen transactions go sideways over something as simple as a missing disclosure or a
poorly worded contingency. In one case, a buyer lost their earnest money deposit because the
contract language around the inspection deadline was ambiguous. A real estate lawyer could
have caught that and saved thousands. The value is not just in reviewing documents; it is in
anticipating problems before they happen.

What a Real Estate Lawyer Actually Does

Many people think a real estate lawyer only shows up at closing to sign papers. That is a

common misconception. The work starts much earlier. A good lawyer reviews the purchase
agreement, checks the title history, ensures all disclosures are in order, and negotiates terms
that protect your interests. They also handle the legal side of financing, zoning issues, and any
disputes that arise during the process.

For example, title issues are more common than most realize. A previous owner might have
left a lien on the property, or there could be an easement that restricts how you can use the
land. A title search by a lawyer reveals these problems, and they can work to clear them before
closing. Without that step, you could inherit a legal headache that takes years to resolve.
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When You Need a Real Estate Lawyer

Not every transaction requires legal representation, but many situations make it wise. If you are
buying a home in a competitive market, the contract may have multiple offers and complex
contingencies. A lawyer can help you structure an offer that stands out while still protecting
your deposit and your rights.

Commercial transactions almost always benefit from legal oversight. Leases for retail space,
office buildings, or industrial properties have terms that differ significantly from residential
contracts. A real estate lawyer who specializes in commercial real estate can negotiate rent


https://www.brownbook.net/business/52656418/jeremy-eveland/
https://www.google.com/maps/embed?pb=!1m18!1m12!1m3!1d3041.1676615373754!2d-111.72172382357539!3d40.33862656038856!2m3!1f0!2f0!3f0!3m2!1i1024!2i768!4f13.1!3m3!1m2!1s0xaf7cf0aa1a1f0d5f%3A0x29c80d5b3754ea6c!2sJeremy%20Eveland!5e0!3m2!1sen!2sus!4v1791723473122!5m2!1sen!2sus

escalations, maintenance responsibilities, and exit clauses that might otherwise lock you into a
bad deal.

Developers and investors also rely on lawyers for due diligence. Before breaking ground on a
new project, you need to confirm the zoning allows your intended use, verify environmental
reports, and secure the necessary permits. A lawyer coordinates these checks and flags any
red flags early, saving you from investing in a project that cannot move forward.

Common Pitfalls That a Lawyer Can Help You Avoid

Undisclosed Defects and Misrepresentations

Sellers are required to disclose known issues with the property, but sometimes they omit
important details. A lawyer can review the disclosure statement and compare it with inspection
reports. If something does not add up, they can demand corrections or renegotiate the price. In
extreme cases, they can help you back out of the deal without penalty.

Contract Contingencies That Are Too Narrow

Standard contracts often include contingencies for financing and inspection, but the wording
matters. A vague contingency might not give you an easy out if the deal falls through. A lawyer
can tighten the language so that if the appraisal comes in low or the loan falls apart, you can
walk away cleanly.

Property Boundary and Survey Disputes

Disagreements over property lines are surprisingly common. A survey might show that a fence
or driveway extends onto a neighbor's land. Without a lawyer, resolving this can lead to costly
litigation. A lawyer can negotiate a boundary line agreement or advise you on whether to walk
away from the deal.

The Cost of Skipping Legal Review

| have seen people skip hiring a lawyer to save a few hundred dollars, only to end up in court
later. One homeowner bought a fixer-upper without checking the permit history. After closing,
they discovered the previous owner had done major renovations without permits. The city
required the new owner to bring everything up to code, which cost more than the entire
purchase price. A lawyer could have flagged the permit issue during due diligence.

Another common scenario involves deed errors. A lawyer once found that the deed for a
property listed the wrong legal description, meaning the seller did not actually own the land
they were trying to sell. That mistake stopped the sale, but it was caught before anyone
transferred money. Without the lawyer, the buyer would have been stuck in a legal mess.



How to Choose the Right Real Estate Lawyer

Finding a lawyer who understands local real estate law is critical. Real estate law varies by
state, and even by county. Look for someone who handles transactions regularly, not a general
practitioner who dabbles in real estate. Ask about their experience with your specific type of
property, whether residential, commercial, or land.

Check their reputation among agents and lenders. A lawyer who is known for being thorough
but easy to work with can keep the deal on track. You want someone who communicates
clearly and returns calls promptly, especially as closing approaches. Also, ask about fees
upfront. Some lawyers charge a flat rate for a standard transaction, while others bill hourly.
Make sure you understand what is included.

It is also wise to meet with a lawyer before you start looking at properties. That way, you know
what to expect and can ask questions about the process without the pressure of a pending
offer. Many lawyers offer a free initial consultation. Use that time to gauge whether they are a
good fit for your needs.

What to Expect During the Process

Once you hire a lawyer, they will typically start by reviewing the purchase agreement. They may
suggest changes to the contingencies, the closing date, or the allocation of costs. They will
order a title search and review the results. If any liens or defects appear, they will work with the
title company to resolve them.

During the inspection period, your lawyer will review the inspector's report and advise you on
which issues to raise with the seller. If the seller refuses to make repairs, the lawyer can help
you negotiate a credit or a reduced price. They will also ensure that all required disclosures are
made and that the contract reflects the final terms.

At closing, the lawyer will review the final documents, including the deed, the promissory note,
and the settlement statement. They will confirm that the funds are distributed correctly and
that the title transfers cleanly. After closing, they may record the deed with the county and
provide you with a copy for your records.

The Bottom Line on Legal Protection

A real estate transaction involves more than just signing a contract. It is a legal process with
many moving parts, and mistakes can be expensive. Investing in a real estate lawyer is not an
extra expense; it is an insurance policy against the unknown. The cost is small compared to the
potential losses from a bad deal.



If you are considering a property purchase or sale in the Lindon area, Jeremy Eveland at 17 N
State St, Lindon, UT 84042, (801) 613-1472, can provide the legal guidance you need. Their
team focuses on real estate law and understands the local market. A consultation can help you

move forward with confidence.



