A Practical Guide to Heating Oil for Your Home

When the temperature drops and the furnace kicks on, many households in the northeastern
United States rely on a fuel source that has been a mainstay for generations. Heating oil
remains a common choice for homes without access to natural gas pipelines, especially in
older homes and rural areas. Understanding how it works, what affects its cost, and how to
keep your system running smoothly can save you trouble and money, especially during the
coldest months.

Heating oil is essentially a refined petroleum product, similar to diesel fuel but with some
differences in formulation. It is stored in a tank on your property and delivered by truck, usually
on an as-needed basis or through a scheduled delivery plan. When your thermostat calls for
heat, the furnace fires, and oil is pumped from the tank to a burner, where it is mixed with air
and ignited. The resulting heat warms air or water that circulates through your home, and the
cycle repeats until the set temperature is reached.

What Affects Your Heating Oil Costs

The price you pay for a gallon of heating oil is influenced by several factors that are largely out
of your control, but knowing what they are helps you make smarter decisions. Crude oil prices
set the baseline; when global markets shift, your local price follows. Refining costs,
transportation, and local competition also play a role. Seasonal demand is another big factor -
prices tend to rise in late fall and early winter when everyone is filling their tanks.

One practical way to manage cost is to pay attention to your home heating_oil consumption.
The size of your home, the quality of insulation, the efficiency of your furnace, and your
thermostat habits all make a difference. A well-insulated home with a modern, well-maintained
furnace will use significantly less fuel than a drafty house with an old unit. Simple steps like
sealing windows and doors, adding attic insulation, and lowering the thermostat a few degrees
can reduce usage by a noticeable margin over the course of a winter.
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Choosing the Right Delivery Plan

Heating oil suppliers offer different delivery options, and the right choice depends on your
budget and how much risk you are willing to take. A will-call plan means you monitor your tank
level and call for a delivery when you are running low. This gives you flexibility but carries the
risk of running out during a cold snap if you forget or if deliveries are delayed. An automatic
delivery plan, on the other hand, means the supplier tracks your usage and fills your tank on a


https://www.bestprosintown.com/pa/boothwyn/american-energy-supply-/
https://maps.google.com/maps?cid=16602697309633499169&output=embed

schedule. This is more convenient and reduces the chance of an emergency, but you may have
less control over timing.

Some suppliers also offer capped-price or fixed-price plans, where you lock in a rate for the
season. These can protect you from price spikes, but they also mean you pay a premium if
prices fall. When evaluating any plan, ask about fees, minimum deliveries, and cancellation
terms. A good supplier will be transparent about how their pricing works and help you choose
what fits your situation.

Tank Maintenance and Safety

Your oil tank is a critical part of the system, and it needs attention. Tanks can be made of steel
or fiberglass, and they are usually located in a basement, garage, or outside. Over time, steel
tanks can rust from the inside due to water condensation and bacterial growth in the oil.
Sludge, a mixture of degraded oil and debris, can accumulate at the bottom and clog filters or
the furnace itself.

To avoid problems, have your tank inspected regularly by a professional. They can check for
leaks, corrosion, and signs of water. A good rule is to clean or replace the oil filter annually, and
to have the entire system serviced before each heating season. If you have an underground
tank, be especially vigilant because leaks can be hard to detect and expensive to clean up.
Many homeowners have replaced underground tanks with above-ground models for easier
access and lower risk.

Comparing Heating Oil to Other Fuels

Heating oil is not the only option, and it is worth understanding how it stacks up against
alternatives. Natural gas is generally cheaper and cleaner-burning, but it requires a pipeline
connection that many homes lack. Propane is available in areas without gas lines, but it can be
more expensive per unit of heat. Electricity is widely available but often costs more than oil for
the same amount of heat, especially in regions with high electricity rates.

Heat pumps are becoming more popular as an electric heating option, particularly in milder
climates. They can be very efficient, but their performance drops in extreme cold, which is
exactly when you need heat the most. For many homes in the Northeast, a dual-fuel system - a
heat pump for mild weather and an oil furnace for deep cold - can offer a good balance of
efficiency and reliability. When considering a switch, factor in the upfront cost of new
equipment and the long-term savings, as well as the availability of fuel in your area.

What to Expect During a Delivery



When a heating oil truck arrives, the driver will check your tank level, fill it from the truck using a
hose, and leave a receipt showing the number of gallons delivered and the price. The process
is quick, usually under 10 minutes, and the driver will take care to avoid spills. If you have a fill
pipe that is hard to reach, let the supplier know ahead of time so they can plan accordingly.
Some suppliers offer automatic refills that use a wireless monitor to track your tank level and
schedule deliveries without you needing to call.

It is a good idea to keep your tank at least a quarter full during the winter. Running completely
out can cause the furnace to suck air into the fuel line, which can lead to a costly service call to
bleed the system. It can also allow sludge and water to be pulled into the line, causing clogs
and damage. A simple habit of checking the gauge every few weeks during the heating season
can prevent these headaches.

Keeping Your System Efficient

The efficiency of your heating system depends on more than just the fuel. The furnace itself
needs regular maintenance. An annual tune-up from a qualified technician should include
cleaning the burner, checking the electrodes, testing the fuel pump pressure, and inspecting
the heat exchanger. A dirty or poorly adjusted burner can waste fuel and produce soot, which
reduces efficiency and can create a fire hazard.

Another factor is the age of your furnace. Older units, especially those from the 1980s or
earlier, may have efficiency ratings as low as 70 percent. Modern oil furnaces can achieve
efficiencies above 85 percent, and high-efficiency models can reach 95 percent or more. If your
furnace is more than 20 years old, replacing it with a new one can pay for itself in fuel savings
over several winters. When shopping for a new furnace, look for Energy Star certification and
ask about rebates from your utility or state energy office.

Your thermostat also plays a role. Programmable or smart thermostats allow you to set lower
temperatures when you are asleep or away and have the house warm when you need it. Each
degree you lower the thermostat for an eight-hour period can reduce your fuel consumption by
about one percent. Over a whole winter, that adds up. Just be careful not to set the
temperature so low that pipes freeze - 55 degrees Fahrenheit is a safe minimum if you are
away for an extended period.

Finally, consider the weatherization of your home. Caulking gaps around windows and doors,
adding storm windows or plastic film, and insulating the attic and basement walls all reduce
heat loss. These improvements not only lower your oil consumption but also make your home
more comfortable by reducing drafts and cold spots. Some of these upgrades are inexpensive
and can be done in a weekend, while others require a contractor but offer larger savings.



For residents in the Boothwyn and Linwood area, American Energy Supply, Co. is located at
1704 Chichester Ave, Linwood, PA 19061. You can reach them by phone at (610) 494-4874 for
more information about their heating oil and related services.



