
Miami is one of those cities that people think they already know before they arrive. They picture turquoise water,
pastel hotels, palm trees moving in the heat, and a skyline that looks as if it was built for postcards. That image is
real, but it tells only part of the story. Miami has always been a place of arrivals, reinvention, and collision. It is a
city shaped by indigenous history, railroad ambition, Caribbean migration, Latin American commerce, art,
tourism, and the practical realities of living beside water in a subtropical climate that can feel both generous and
unforgiving.

What makes Miami worth exploring is not just the famous shoreline. It is the tension between old and new,
polished and weathered, local and international. A visitor can stand in front of a gleaming museum in the
morning, eat a Cuban sandwich in Little Havana at lunch, and walk past century-old architecture by sunset. That
kind of layered experience does not happen by accident. It comes from a city that has been remade many times,
by people who brought their languages, cuisines, music, and hard-earned habits with them.

Before the skyline: the land beneath the city
Long before Miami became a destination, the area was home to the Tequesta people. Their history is not a
footnote. It is the first chapter of the city’s story, and it reminds visitors that Miami’s modern identity rests on a
much older human presence. The landscape they inhabited was very different from what most travelers see now.
South Florida’s wetlands, waterways, and coastal geography shaped how people moved, fished, traded, and
survived.

That geography still defines the city. Miami is not a place that can be understood apart from water. Rivers, bays,

canals, and 
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