A minimum-odds rule can make a straightforward-looking betting offer feel like a puzzle. You may need to place a
qualifying bet at, say, decimal odds of 2.00 or higher before a bonus is awarded. The temptation is to add an

unlikely outcome just to push the price over the line. That is usually the wrong move.

The safer approach is to understand exactly what counts as a qualifying bet, choose a market you know, and avoid
staking more than you would normally risk. There is no bet that makes a promotion safe or guarantees a return.

The point is to avoid turning a small offer into a larger, poorly understood gamble.

First, know what the promotion is actually offering

A "free bet” is usually a promotional token, not cash in your account. It may be credited after you place a
qualifying wager, but you might have to claim it manually in the promotions area first. Check your account and

the offer terms rather than assuming it will appear automatically.

Crucially, the stake on a free-bet token is commonly not returned when it wins. If you use a €10 token at odds of
4.00, the potential return is generally based on the winnings alone: €10 x (4.00 — 1) = €30. It is not usually €40. If

the selection loses, the token is gone.

That distinction matters when comparing offers. A €10 token is not the same as €10 cash. Its value depends on
the terms, the odds you choose, and whether the bet wins. Don't treat it as “free money”, and don't place a bet

you would not otherwise consider simply because a token is available.

Matched deposit offers and no-deposit offers
Offers often fall into two broad categories, though the wording and conditions vary by bookmaker.

* Matched deposit offer: You deposit money and place a qualifying bet. The bookmaker may then award a
free-bet token, a bonus balance, or another reward. The deposit is your money, and you can lose the
qualifying bet. Check whether the deposit itself must be wagered again before withdrawal.

* No-deposit offer: You may receive a token or bonus without making a deposit, sometimes after registering
or completing verification. “No deposit” does not mean “no conditions”: minimum odds, eligible markets,

expiry dates and withdrawal rules can still apply.

For example, imagine an offer that asks for a €10 deposit and a €10 qualifying bet at minimum odds of 2.00, then
awards a €10 free-bet token. If the qualifying bet loses, you have lost the €10 stake; you do not get it back just
because you completed the requirement. If the bet wins, you keep its winnings under the normal settlement rules

and may then receive the token, subject to the offer’s terms.

With a no-deposit token, you may not risk a deposit, but the token can still be difficult to use well. It may expire
quickly, have a minimum-odds condition, or be restricted to certain sports or markets. Compare the practical

conditions, not just the headline amount.

What does “minimum odds” mean?

Want to know something interesting? decimal odds show the total return per euro staked, including the stake. A
bet at 2.00 has a potential total return of €20 from a €10 cash stake: €10 stake plus €10 profit. A bet at 1.50

returns €15 in total if it wins.



If an offer requires minimum odds of 2.00, a selection priced at 1.80 may not qualify. Some promotions assess the
price of each selection; others may allow a multiple bet or specify particular markets. A multi-leg bet can meet the
required overall price, but every added selection brings another way for the bet to lose. Read the exact rule before

placing anything.

Also check whether the bookmaker uses the odds at the time you place the bet or at settlement, whether cash-
out affects eligibility, and what happens if a selection is void. These details can determine whether a bet qualifies. If

the wording is unclear, ask customer support before staking.

How to meet minimum odds safely

“Safely” here means making a more informed, controlled choice. It does not mean that a bet is low-risk or that you
can protect your stake from loss. To meet minimum odds safely, resist building a bet around the promotion

alone.

1. Start with the terms, not the bet slip. Confirm the minimum odds, qualifying stake, eligible sports and
markets, deadline, token value and any claim step. Note whether the token must be manually claimed before

it expires.

2. Choose a market you understand. If you regularly follow a league, team or type of market, you are more
likely to understand what the selection involves. That does not make your prediction certain, but it is a better

starting point than guessing at unfamiliar markets.

3. Use the simplest suitable selection. If a single selection you genuinely consider is already above the
threshold, there is no need to add extra legs. A simple bet is easier to assess than a complicated accumulator.

4. Compare the odds with your own view. The price alone does not make an outcome a sensible choice. Ask
what needs to happen for the bet to win and whether you understand the relevant risks. Don't select

something just because its odds are high enough.

5. Set a limit you can afford to lose. Treat the qualifying stake as money at risk. If losing it would affect bills,

essentials or your mood, skip the offer.

6. Check the final slip before confirming. Make sure the selection, market, stake and odds match the terms.

Save a copy or screenshot of the promotion if useful, without sharing account details publicly.

Avoid random longshots

One of the most common mistakes is adding a longshot to a short-priced bet simply to clear the threshold. That
can produce an attractive combined price, but it also adds a new condition that must go right. The extra selection

may be unfamiliar, poorly researched or simply something you would never have backed otherwise.

For instance, suppose a €10 qualifying bet needs odds of at least 2.00. You like a team at 1.65, but add a
speculative player to score first at 4.00 to lift the combined odds. The price may now exceed the minimum, but the
bet depends on both events. If the player does not score first, the whole accumulator can lose, even if your team

wins.

That is why it is better to avoid random longshots. Don't use a bet builder or accumulator as a price-boosting
trick unless you understand each leg and would be comfortable backing the combination without the promotion.

A higher displayed price is not evidence of better value.

Money-back specials: what triggers the refund?



“Money back” can mean several different things. The refund is often cash, a free-bet token or bonus credit, and it

may be limited to a stated maximum. The trigger is just as important as the amount.

A special might refund a qualifying stake if a named team loses, if a particular player scores, or if a specific market
settles against you. Another may refund only if your selection loses by a certain margin. A promotion could also

apply only to pre-match bets, exclude cash-outs, or require a minimum stake and minimum odds.

Read the trigger literally. “Money back if your team loses” does not necessarily mean you get cash back if the bet
is void, abandoned, cashed out or placed on a different market. Check whether the refund is paid as a token and

whether that token has its own expiry, odds threshold or stake-not-returned rule.

For example, if you stake €10 on a qualifying market and the offer says a losing bet is refunded as a €10 free-bet
token, you may receive a token rather than your €10 in withdrawable cash. If you then use it on a winning bet, the
token stake may still not be included in the payout. The refund can soften the loss, but it does not necessarily put

the original stake back in your cash balance.

Expiry windows and fixtures

Check when the offer expires and when the qualifying bet must be placed. The token might need to be claimed by
one deadline and used by another. A fixture listed for a particular date can also be moved, postponed
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Before choosing a match, compare the promotion’s deadline with the actual fixture schedule and the bookmaker's
settlement rules. Don't assume a token will remain available until the next game, or that a match shown in an old
preview is still going ahead at the same time. If the deadline is close and there is no suitable market you

understand, it is reasonable to let the offer go.

Quick comparison of the main offer types

Offer type What you may receive What to check Matched deposit Often a token or bonus linked to a deposit and
qualifying bet Deposit amount, qualifying stake, minimum odds, wagering and withdrawal rules No-deposit A
token or bonus without an initial deposit Eligibility, verification, manual claim, expiry and token restrictions Money-
back special Cash, bonus credit or a free-bet token if a stated event occurs Exact refund trigger, maximum refund,

eligible market and settlement conditions

A sensible final checklist

* Have you read the complete terms, including the minimum-odds rule?

® Do you know whether the reward is cash, bonus balance or a token?

* Have you checked whether the token needs to be claimed manually?

* Do you understand that a free-bet stake is commonly not returned?

® |s the selection in a market you know, rather than an added longshot?

* Have you checked the fixture, deadline and void-bet rules?

* (Can you afford to lose the qualifying stake without needing to chase it?
The clearest answer is to meet the threshold with a straightforward bet you understand, not with extra selections
chosen to manufacture a bigger price. If no suitable bet fits the terms, you do not have to use the offer. Check

that the bookmaker is properly licensed for the market where you are betting, set limits, and treat every stake as

money you may lose.



