
Anyone who has spent time around slot machines has almost certainly heard the phrase: "the slot is due." This
idea—that a slot machine is "due" to pay out after a dry spell—has become one of the most common and
persistent myths in casino gaming culture. In this post, we'll dive deep into why people say this, why it's
fundamentally wrong, and how understanding key concepts like RTP, house edge, volatility, and probability can
equip you to play smarter and avoid falling prey to the gambler's fallacy slots.

Understanding RTP: What Really Dictates Slot Machine Outcomes
The backbone to grasping why the "due win myth" is false lies in understanding RTP—Return to Player. RTP is the
percentage of all wagered money a slot machine is programmed to pay back to players over a long period. For
example, a slot with a 96% RTP theoretically returns $96 for every $100 wagered across tens of thousands or even
millions of spins.

Term Definition Example RTP (Return to Player) Percentage of total bets returned to players over time 96% means
$96 paid back on every $100 bet across many spins House Edge The casino's statistical advantage, opposite of
RTP 4% if RTP is 96% Volatility (Variance) Measurement of a slot's risk level and payout frequency High volatility =
rare but big wins; Low = frequent small wins

It’s vital to understand that RTP is a long-term average calculated over very large numbers of spins—not a
promise for individual sessions or short bursts of play. This means if you think about RTP in the context of “out of
100 spins or hands,” expecting to get back 96% of your wager, this is just a statistical average, not a guarantee
for your next 100 spins.

House Edge vs Payout Percentage: Opposite Sides of the Same Coin
The shorthand way to understand slots is:

RTP + House Edge = 100%

The house edge is how much the casino expects to keep from your wagers over time. If a game has a 96% RTP, it
means the house edge is 4%. This 4% gives the casino its mathematical advantage and profit margin. Neither the



slot nor the casino cares about individual results in small sample sizes.

For example, if you insert $50 into a slot with 96% RTP and spin 50 times:

On average, you could expect to get back approximately $48 (because 96% of $50 = $48)

But any individual 50-spin session can deviate greatly: you might win nothing or hit a jackpot

This variability means thinking a slot is “due” to pay out when it’s been dry simply misunderstands its intrinsic
probability and randomness.

Probability Basics: Why Every Spin Is Independent
The biggest reason the “slot is due” myth is wrong is rooted in a fundamental principle of probability and
randomness: every spin on a slot machine is independent. The result of one spin has absolutely no bearing on
the next.

What does “Independent Spins” mean?

Imagine flipping a coin:

If you flipped heads 10 times in a row, does that mean tails is more likely next? No.

Each flip has a 50% chance for heads or tails regardless of past flips.

The slot machine’s random number generator (RNG) is like that coin flip but with thousands of symbols and
combinations.

In slots, the RNG ensures every spin is a standalone event. No internal memory tracks "misses" and adjusts payout
odds. The next spin has the same statistical chance to hit winning combinations as the previous ones, regardless of
outcomes before.

The Gambler’s Fallacy Slots

The gambler’s fallacy is the mistaken belief that a random event is “due” because it hasn’t occurred recently. This
fallacy commonly fuels the “slot is due” myth.

Example: Believing a slot will likely hit a jackpot soon because it hasn’t paid one in a while.

Reality: Jackpot probability remains consistently minuscule on every spin irrespective of previous results.

This fallacy can lead to riskier bets, chasing losses, and quicker bankroll depletion.

Volatility and Variance: Why Results Feel Uneven
Another important concept is the volatility (sometimes called variance) of a slot. Volatility measures how payouts
fluctuate over time:

Low volatility slots: Frequent small wins, less risk, slower bankroll swings.

High volatility slots: Rare big wins, long dry spells, higher risk and reward.

Understanding volatility explains why a slot might seem “cold” or “hot” but these are observations of short-term
swings, not changes in probability or chance to feet2inches hit a win.

Volatility vs “Due Wins” Clarified

If you play a high volatility slot and it doesn’t pay out for 100 spins, you may feel it’s “due” for a big win. But:
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The chance of hitting that big win on spin 101 is exactly the same as on spin 1.

Long dry spells followed by big wins are simply natural outcomes of volatility, not evidence of “due” payouts.

Summary: Why “The Slot Is Due” Is a Myth
1. RTP is a long-term average, not a promise for any specific gaming session.

2. House edge ensures the casino’s profit over large numbers of spins, independent of short-term wins or
losses.

3. Each spin is independent thanks to RNG technology—past spins do not affect the odds of future spins.

4. The gambler's fallacy wrongly assumes outcomes are connected when they are not.

5. Volatility causes natural swings that may feel “cold” or “hot” but don’t influence the probability of future
wins.

Bankroll Note
Always remember that no strategy or belief can change the math behind slots. To protect your bankroll, focus on
managing how much you wager per spin and don’t chase “due” wins. Playing within your means and
understanding these core principles gives you the best chance to enjoy slots responsibly.

Final Takeaway
The next time someone says, "the slot is due," share this knowledge: the only thing that’s really “due” is the small
but persistent house edge that steadily chips away at your bankroll over time. Skillful slot play is about
understanding volatility, RTP, and bankroll management—not chasing myths.


