A mini split can heat a garage through winter, but it needs a little more attention than a system tucked away in a
protected spot. Snow can block airflow, ice can collect around the outdoor unit, and garage heat loss can make an
undersized system struggle. A simple seasonal maintenance routine helps protect performance and makes it easier
to spot problems before the coldest days arrive.

This guide covers what to check before winter, what to do after a snowfall, and how sizing, electrical requirements,
and efficiency ratings affect a garage installation. Always follow the instructions for your exact model: clearances,

cleaning methods, and operating limits vary by manufacturer.

Before winter: check the installation first

Start with the outdoor unit’s location and support. It should sit level on a stable condenser pad or be mounted
on wall brackets designed for the unit's weight and local conditions. In snowy areas, the unit needs enough
clearance above expected snow depth to keep its air inlet and outlet open. Check the installation manual for
required clearances rather than relying on a general rule of thumb.

Look for signs that the unit has shifted, settled, or become loose. A tilted pad, vibrating bracket, or strained
refrigerant lines deserves attention before the heating season. Don't move the unit or adjust refrigerant piping

yourself; contact the installer or a qualified technician if something looks damaged.

Inspect around the outdoor unit

Remove leaves, grass, seed pods, and other outdoor unit debris from the area. Keep shrubs, stored materials,
and snow shovels far enough away that they won't block airflow or get blown against the coil. Avoid placing a

fence or storage enclosure around the unit unless the manufacturer allows it and the clearances are maintained.

Check the visible coil for bent fins, heavy dirt, or damage. A soft brush can remove loose surface debris if the
manual permits. Don't use a pressure washer: high-pressure water can bend fins and damage components. If the

coil needs a deeper cleaning, follow the manufacturer’s procedure or arrange professional service.

Clean the indoor filters

Dirty filters restrict airflow and can reduce heating performance. Remove and clean washable filters as directed in
the manual, then let them dry completely before reinstalling. Replace disposable filters only if your system uses
them and the specified type is available. While the filters are out, check the indoor unit’s air inlet and outlet for

dust or obstructions.

Keep the area around the indoor head clear. In momhomeguide.com a garage, cardboard, shelves, vehicles, and
stored equipment can easily end up in the path of the airflow. Make sure the discharge air can circulate through

the space instead of hitting a tall object immediately.

After snow: clear the unit without damaging it

After a storm, inspect the outdoor unit from a safe distance. The key task is to clear snow from outdoor coil
openings and maintain the manufacturer's required space around the unit. Use your hand or a soft brush to
remove loose snow gently. Don't strike the coil, pry at ice, or use a shovel close to the fins, refrigerant lines, or

wiring.
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Clear snow from around the base so meltwater can drain away and refreezing doesn't bury the unit. Don't pile
shoveled snow against the cabinet. Also check that roof runoff, sliding snow, or icicles cannot fall onto the unit. If
the location regularly gets buried, discuss a higher mounting position or a suitable snow protection solution with

an installer; any cover or structure must not block airflow.

What about ice or steam?

During heating, a heat-pump outdoor unit may collect frost. The system periodically runs a defrost cycle to melt it.

Steam rising from the unit or water draining below it during defrost can be normal. Don't chip away at ice or

switch the system off just because you see a brief cloud of steam.

However, a coil that stays encased in thick ice, repeated ice buildup that blocks airflow, or a system that stops
heating effectively needs attention. Check the manual for troubleshooting steps and contact a qualified technician

if the problem persists. Never pour hot water over the unit or use a torch, heat gun, or sharp tool to remove ice.

Garage-specific sizing: don’t use a bedroom chart

A garage usually loses heat faster than an interior room. It may have an uninsulated overhead door, air leaks,
exposed concrete, and little or no heat from neighboring rooms. For that reason, a garage mini split may need
roughly 30% to 50% more capacity than an interior-room estimate as an initial planning adjustment. That

range is a starting point, not a substitute for a proper load calculation.



Before choosing a unit, consider insulation in the walls, ceiling, and garage door; air sealing; window area; ceiling
height; local winter design temperatures; and how warm you want the space. A tall garage has more air volume,
and a poorly insulated garage can lose heat quickly even if it is not especially large. Oversizing can also cause poor

comfort or inefficient operation, so don't simply buy the biggest unit that fits your budget.

Ask for a room-by-room or space-specific heat-loss estimate that reflects the garage’s construction and intended
use. If you only want to prevent freezing, the required capacity may differ from what's needed to keep a workshop
comfortable all day. A company such as Zone Air may be useful as a resource for system selection or installation
options; confirm exactly what services it offers in your area and ask how it accounts for garage insulation and

ceiling height.

DIY comparison: Zone Air and MRCOOL

Zone Air and MRCOOL are not necessarily the same kind of option, so compare what each is offering rather than
treating the names as interchangeable brands. MRCOOL is known for DIY-oriented mini split systems, with specific
models and installation approaches that still require careful review of the product manual. Zone Air may be a
source for equipment, system advice, or installation services depending on the market. Check the current product
and service details directly before deciding.

For a DIY-friendly system, verify what “"DIY” means for the exact model. Check whether the line set is precharged,
whether it can be shortened or must remain at a specified length, how excess line must be handled, and what the
warranty requires. Don’'t assume that a kit is suitable just because it is marketed to DlYers. A kit that forces an
unnecessary coil of extra line behind the condenser can make a neat installation harder and may not be

appropriate for every layout.

Whichever route you choose, compare total installed cost, included components, support, warranty terms, and
service availability—not just the equipment price. If refrigerant work, electrical connections, or local permitting are
outside your comfort level, hire qualified help for those parts. Angi can be one place to look for local contractors,
but check credentials, insurance, references, and whether the contractor has experience with heat pumps in

garages.

Electrical choice: 115V plug-in or 230V dedicated circuit?



Some smaller mini splits are designed for 115V, and certain models may use a plug-in connection. Others require
a 230V supply and a dedicated circuit. These are model-specific requirements, not a choice to make based only on

convenience or the size of the garage.

Before buying, read the unit's nameplate and installation manual. Confirm the required voltage, minimum circuit
ampacity, maximum overcurrent protection, breaker size, and whether a disconnect is required. The breaker and
wire must match the manufacturer’s specifications and applicable electrical code. Don't assume an existing outlet

or spare breaker is adequate, and don’t use an extension cord unless the manual explicitly permits it.

A 115V unit can be appealing when its capacity and electrical requirements fit the job. A 230V model may be more
appropriate for a larger heating load, but it will generally require a properly sized dedicated circuit. Have an
electrician assess the panel’s capacity and the route for the wiring. If the panel is already near its limits, resolve that

before ordering equipment.

Compare SEER2, HSPF2, and likely operating cost

Efficiency labels help compare systems, but they don't tell the whole story. SEER2 measures cooling efficiency
under standardized conditions, while HSPF2 measures seasonal heating efficiency. For a garage used mainly in
winter, HSPF2 deserves particular attention. Compare ratings across models of similar capacity, and check the

manufacturer’s published performance at low outdoor temperatures—not just the seasonal rating.

Electricity cost depends on more than the rating. A rough estimate is: expected energy use in kilowatt-hours
multiplied by your electricity price per kilowatt-hour. In practice, run time, thermostat setting, outdoor
temperature, air leakage, insulation, and the unit's performance in cold weather all affect consumption. A high

efficiency rating won't compensate for a poorly insulated garage or an undersized system that runs constantly.

Factor What to check Why it matters in a garage HSPF2 and cold-weather output Seasonal heating rating and
capacity at low outdoor temperatures Winter heating performance can differ from the headline rating SEER2
Cooling efficiency for the same general capacity range Useful if you also cool the garage in summer Electricity rate
Your utility's price per kWh Converts estimated energy use into a cost estimate Garage heat loss Insulation, air

leaks, door, ceiling height, and target temperature Often determines run time more than a rating alone

A simple seasonal maintenance checklist

Before the first cold snap

® (Clean indoor filters and clear the air inlet and outlet.

® Remove leaves and other outdoor unit debris; inspect the coil without bending its fins.
® Check that the condenser pad or wall brackets are secure and level.

® Confirm that snow, roof runoff, and stored items won't block or strike the unit.

* Test heating operation and check for unusual noise, error codes, or weak airflow.

® Review the manual’'s maintenance and cold-weather operating instructions.

After a snowfall

1. Look for snow piled around or against the outdoor cabinet.
2. Gently clear loose snow from the coil openings and required airflow space.

3. Keep shovel blades, ice chippers, and de-icing chemicals away from the unit.



4. Make sure meltwater can drain and that falling snow or ice cannot hit the equipment.

5. Watch for persistent ice buildup or poor heating, and call for service if it continues.

When to call a professional

Routine filter cleaning and gentle snow removal are reasonable homeowner tasks. Leave refrigerant repairs,
electrical troubleshooting, damaged wiring, persistent ice problems, and major coil cleaning to qualified

professionals. Stop using the system and seek help if you notice a burning smell, visible electrical damage,
repeated breaker trips, or unusual mechanical noise.

Good seasonal maintenance is mostly about airflow, drainage, and catching small problems early. Pair that routine
with garage-specific sizing, a verified electrical plan, and realistic expectations about winter efficiency. Then your

mini split has a better chance of keeping the space usable without being buried, blocked, or asked to do more
than it was designed for.



