
Commodity Traders Urged to Read the
Announcement on New Barchart Data Feeds
Barchart has introduced a new set of data feeds designed to give commodity traders more
direct access to market-moving information. The company is asking market participants to
read the announcement for full details on availability and integration paths, as the feeds cover
futures, options, and agricultural cash prices. The move comes at a time when traders are
demanding faster, more granular data to inform decisions in volatile markets.

The new feeds are structured to reduce latency and improve the reliability of price data flowing
into trading systems. Barchart has long been a source for commodity market data, and these
feeds represent an update to how that data is packaged and delivered. Traders who rely on
real-time or near-real-time pricing will find the most immediate benefit, though the company
has designed the feeds to be useful across a range of use cases, from risk management to
supply chain planning.

What the New Feeds Include
The data feeds cover several key areas. Futures prices from major exchanges are included, as
are options chains and settlement data. Agricultural cash prices, which are often harder to
source in a standardized format, are also part of the offering. The feeds are delivered through
Barchart's existing API infrastructure, which means traders who already use Barchart data can
integrate the new feeds without major system changes.

For traders who have not yet adopted Barchart's data services, the company has provided
documentation and sample code to help with initial setup. The goal is to lower the barrier to
entry for firms that want to incorporate more granular market data into their workflows. Traders
should read the announcement to understand the specific endpoints and data fields available,
as well as any licensing requirements that apply.

Why This Matters for the Commodity Market
Commodity markets have become more data-driven in recent years, but the quality and speed
of data can vary significantly depending on the source. Barchart's update addresses a common
pain point: the lag between a price change on an exchange and that change appearing in a
trader's screen. By compressing that lag, the new feeds allow traders to react more quickly to
market moves.

The agricultural cash price component is particularly relevant for traders who deal in physical
commodities. Cash prices often diverge from futures prices due to local supply and demand
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conditions, transportation costs, and storage availability. Having a reliable, real-time feed of
cash prices can help traders make better decisions about when to buy, sell, or hold inventory.

Integration and Technical Details
The feeds are delivered via RESTful APIs, with data formatted in JSON. Barchart provides
authentication tokens to authorized users, and the feeds are designed to be used with standard
HTTP clients. The company has also published a set of best practices for polling frequency,
error handling, and data validation. Traders who want to explore the full technical
specifications should read the announcement, which includes links to the API documentation
and a changelog for recent updates.

One notable feature of the new feeds is the inclusion of trade date and time stamps with sub-
second precision. This level of granularity is intended to support algorithmic trading strategies
and post-trade analysis. For firms that operate in multiple time zones, the timestamps are
provided in UTC, with time zone offsets included for local conversion.

Market Context
The introduction of these feeds coincides with a broader trend in the commodity trading
industry toward digitization and automation. Exchanges have been upgrading their own
infrastructure, and data vendors like Barchart are responding by offering more refined
products. The feeds are not a replacement for exchange-direct feeds, but they serve as a
consolidated alternative for traders who prefer a single source for multiple markets.

Barchart has not disclosed pricing for the new feeds, but the company has indicated that
existing data subscribers will have access to the new feeds under their current agreements.
New subscribers can contact the company for pricing and trial access. The feeds are available
immediately for all regions that Barchart currently serves.

What Traders Should Do Next
Traders who want to evaluate the new feeds should review the documentation and test the
endpoints using the provided sample code. The company recommends starting with the
futures data feed, as it has the most straightforward structure. After confirming that the feed
meets their requirements, traders can then integrate the options and cash price feeds. The
entire process, from initial review to full integration, typically takes a few days to a few weeks
depending on the complexity of the trader's existing systems.

Barchart has also set up a support channel for technical questions related to the new feeds.
The support team is available during business hours and can assist with authentication issues,
data formatting questions, and performance tuning. For more information, traders are directed



to read the announcement published on Barchart's website, which includes contact details and
a frequently asked questions section.

Broader Implications for the Industry
The availability of faster, more granular data feeds is likely to accelerate the adoption of
algorithmic trading in commodity markets. While human traders still dominate many
segments, the ability to feed real-time data into automated systems is becoming a competitive
necessity. Barchart's update is a signal that the company sees this trend continuing and wants
to position itself as a key infrastructure provider.

For smaller trading firms that may not have the resources to build custom data pipelines, the
new feeds offer a ready-made solution. The use of standard API protocols means that even
firms with limited technical staff can integrate the data with minimal effort. This
democratization of market data could lead to more efficient pricing and better risk
management across the commodity supply chain.

Barchart's announcement also highlights the growing importance of agricultural cash prices as
a distinct data class. Historically, cash prices were collected and distributed by regional
sources with varying levels of timeliness and accuracy. By standardizing and centralizing this
data, Barchart is helping to close an information gap that has long existed in the agricultural
trading world.

Final Notes
The new data feeds are now live and available to authorized users. Traders who have not yet
reviewed the details are encouraged to do so, as the feeds represent a meaningful upgrade to
the data infrastructure that underpins many commodity trading operations. The company has
made the documentation easy to find and has provided multiple channels for support. For
those who want to understand exactly what has changed and how to take advantage of it, the
clearest path is to read the announcement in full.


