
What Sets a High Security Cylinder Apart from a
Standard Lock
When you think about the lock on your front door, you probably picture the key going in and
turning. That action, repeated every day, relies on a small component inside the door: the
cylinder. Standard cylinders have been the default for decades, but they have a weakness that
many homeowners only discover when it is too late. A high security cylinder is designed to
close that gap. Understanding the difference helps you make an informed choice when you
need a lock repair service or an upgrade.

A lock cylinder is the part that accepts the key and moves the bolt. In a standard cylinder, the
pin tumblers inside are relatively simple. A burglar with a basic picking tool or a bump key can
often manipulate them in seconds. High security cylinders use more complex pin
configurations, often with additional side pins or telescopic pins that make picking far harder.
The real difference, however, is not just in the pins. It is in the materials and the engineering
that resist physical attack.

Anti Snap and Anti Bump: The Two Key Features
The most common method used to defeat a standard cylinder is snapping. An attacker applies
force to the front of the cylinder until it breaks cleanly in two. Once the front part is removed,
the remaining section can be turned by hand without a key. High security cylinders are
designed with a deliberate weak point that causes the cylinder to break in a safe way, leaving
the internal mechanism locked and unable to turn. This is known as anti snap. If a burglar tries
to snap a high security cylinder, they may break off the front, but the door stays locked.

Anti bump is another feature. Bumping involves using a specially cut key that is tapped into the
cylinder, causing the pins to jump and align. A standard cylinder can be bumped in seconds by
someone with practice. High security cylinders include extra pins that are spring loaded or
shaped to prevent this alignment. The result is that the key you carry must be precisely cut, and
no ordinary bump key will work.



What Is Inside the Cylinder
Inside a high security cylinder you will find hardened steel pins, often with a mushroom or
spool shape. These interact with the key at multiple levels. Some cylinders also use magnetic
elements or rotating discs. The key itself is usually restricted. You cannot simply get a copy cut
at a high street shop. The key blank is patented, and you need authorisation or a card to obtain
a duplicate. This adds a layer of control over who can get a key to your home.

The cylinder body is often made from hardened steel or brass with a reinforced casing. The
face, which is visible from outside the door, is protected by a security escutcheon. This is a
metal plate that surrounds the keyhole and prevents an attacker from getting a grip on the



cylinder with pliers or a wrench. Some escutcheons rotate freely, so any tool used to twist the
cylinder simply spins without applying force.

How It Works with Your Door
High security cylinders are not a one size fits all solution. They must match the door type and
the locking mechanism. A standard uPVC door often uses a multipoint lock, which has several
bolts that shoot into the frame when you lift the handle. The cylinder in such a door works with
the multipoint system. If you upgrade the cylinder to a high security one, the rest of the lock
mechanism still needs to be in good condition. Door alignment matters. If the door has
dropped or the locking keeps are misaligned, the bolts may not engage properly, and even the
best cylinder will not secure the door.

Key operation also changes. High security cylinders tend to have a longer key throw, meaning
the key turns further before the bolt moves. This gives a more positive feel and reduces the
chance of the lock jamming. The key itself is often larger and has a distinctive shape. It is
worth noting that these keys can be more expensive to replace, so having a spare stored
somewhere safe is sensible.

What This Means for You as a Homeowner
For most people, the front door is the main point of entry. A standard cylinder is a weak link. It
is not that every burglar will try to snap or bump the lock. But if yours is the only house on the
street with a standard cylinder, you are the easier target. High security cylinders are now the
recommended standard for home insurance policies. Many insurers require a BS 3621 or TS
007 standard rating on the cylinder and the lock. If you use a lock repair service to replace a
damaged or worn cylinder, asking for a high security upgrade is a straightforward way to
improve your home security without replacing the whole door.

There is a trade off. High security cylinders cost more than standard ones. The key cutting
restrictions can be inconvenient if you need a spare in a hurry. On the other hand, the peace of
mind and the physical deterrent effect are significant. A burglar who sees a security
escutcheon and a branded cylinder face will often move on to a softer target.



When to Call a Professional



Fitting a high security cylinder is not a job for most homeowners. It involves removing the old
cylinder, measuring the offset, and ensuring the cam (the part that moves the bolt) aligns
correctly with the multipoint lock. If the door is a uPVC type, the cylinder is often held in place
by a single screw, but getting the alignment wrong can stop the door from locking at all. A
locksmith can do this quickly and also check the condition of the locking keeps and door
alignment at the same time. That is where a reliable lock repair service comes in.

Arriva Locksmiths provides 24 hour emergency, domestic, commercial, automotive locksmith
and glazing services in Cannock and within 25 miles. If you are in that area and need a cylinder
replaced or upgraded, they can advise on the right product for your door type and fit it securely.
Their team has the tools and experience to handle uPVC doors, multipoint systems, and the
various cylinder standards on the market.

Keeping the Rest of the Lock in Good Shape
Even the best cylinder will not work well if the door is warped, the hinges are loose, or the
locking keeps are worn. Over time, a door can sag, causing the bolts to miss their holes. This
puts strain on the cylinder and the key operation. Regular maintenance helps. Lubricating the
cylinder with a graphite powder (never oil, which attracts dust) and checking that the door
closes squarely are simple steps. If the key feels stiff or the handle does not lift smoothly, it is
a sign that something is out of alignment. Catching it early prevents a failure later.

If you have a multipoint lock, the gearbox inside the door can also wear out. This is the
mechanism that translates the handle movement into the bolt action. When it fails, the handle
may feel loose or the bolts may not extend. Again, a locksmith can replace the gearbox and fit
a new cylinder at the same time. This is often more cost effective than replacing the entire
door.

Choosing the Right Cylinder
There are several high security cylinder brands and standards. The most common in the UK are
those that meet TS 007 3 Star or Sold Secure Diamond standards. A 3 Star cylinder has been
tested against picking, drilling, and snapping. Some cylinders also offer a 1 Star key, meaning
the key itself is restricted. Combining a 3 Star cylinder with a 1 Star key gives a total rating of 3
Star* when used with a suitable lock. This is the level most insurers now ask for.

https://arrivalocksmiths.co.uk/




Do not assume that a high security cylinder is only for the front door. Back doors and side
doors are often targeted because they are less visible. Fitting the same standard on all external
doors makes sense. Patio doors and French doors use different locking mechanisms, but they
too can be upgraded with high security cylinders where applicable.

Final Thoughts on the Upgrade
A high security cylinder changes the way you think about your door lock. It is no longer just a
piece of metal that accepts a key. It becomes a barrier that is engineered to resist the most
common attack methods. For a modest extra cost compared to a standard cylinder, you get a
lock that is far harder to defeat. Whether you are dealing with a broken lock, a lost key, or
simply want to improve your home security, a lock repair service can help you make the switch.
Arriva Locksmiths offers this kind of work across Cannock and the surrounding area, and their
team can match the right cylinder to your door.


