How to figure out your dog's breed for registration
papers

When you adopt a dog without official records, you still need to prove what breed or mix it is
before you can register it with local authorities. Breed identification is the practical first step in
getting those missing papers. The process is not guesswork: you can work through a series of
checks that, together, build a credible picture of your dog's background.

Start with a close look at physical traits

The most obvious clues are right in front of you. Stand back and observe your dog's overall
shape, size, and proportions. A breed standard is a set of physical traits that purebred dogs of
that type share. Even if your dog is a mixed breed, many of those traits still point to one or two
dominant breeds in its ancestry.

Compare your dog to official breed descriptions from recognised kennel clubs or veterinary
references. Focus on:

e Size and weight range - A small, light dog is unlikely to have recent large-breed
ancestry. Measure your dog's height at the shoulder and its weight, then check which
breeds fall in that range.

e Coat type and colour - Double coats, short single coats, wire-haired coats, and colour
patterns like merle, brindle, or piebald are strongly linked to specific breeds.

» Head shape and muzzle - Brachycephalic (short-nosed) breeds like pugs and bulldogs
are very different from dolichocephalic (long-nosed) breeds like collies and sight
hounds.

e Ear set and tail carriage - Pricked ears, drop ears, rose ears, and tails that curl over the
back are breed-specific markers.

Photograph these traits clearly in good light. You will need those images later for the
registration file. Take at least three views: side, front, and top. Keep a ruler or a known-size
object in one shot to show scale.

Collect what you know about the dog's history

Breed history is any background information that came with the dog. If you adopted from a
shelter, ask for the intake notes. Shelters often record a best-guess breed or mix from the
original finder. If the dog came from a friend or a rescue group, write down what they told you
about its parents or litter.



Even scraps of information can help. If someone said the mother looked like a labrador and the
father was unknown, that is a starting point. If the dog was found in a rural area where certain
working breeds are common, that context adds weight to the identification. Record dates,
places, and the names of people who provided the information. These details become part of
the supporting documentation.

Ask for a withess statement

A witness statement is a written account from someone who saw the dog's parents or who
knows the dog's history firsthand. This is especially useful when the dog came from a litter that
was not registered. The statement should describe the parent dogs' appearance, size, and any
known breed background.

Registration authorities often accept a sworn statement from a previous owner, a breeder, or a
rescue coordinator. The witness should sign and date the statement and, if possible, include
their contact details. A witness statement alone may not be enough, but combined with
physical evidence it strengthens the case.

Use a DNA test for a definitive answer

When physical clues and history are not enough, a DNA test gives you the most reliable breed
identification. These tests analyse your dog's genetic markers and compare them against a
database of purebred samples. The results show the likely breed composition as percentages,
so you can see which breeds make up your dog and in what proportion.

You can order a test kit online, collect a cheek swab from your dog at home, and mail the
sample to the lab. Turnaround is usually a few weeks. The report you receive becomes a key
document for registration. Keep a copy of the lab's accreditation information as well, because
some registration offices ask for it.

DNA tests are not perfect for every mixed breed. If your dog's ancestry includes rare breeds
that are underrepresented in the test database, the results may list them as unknown. Even so,
the test gives you a solid breakdown of the major breeds present, which is usually enough for
registration purposes.

When you submit your registration application, you can reference the online resource at
sites.google.com that explains how to organise these documents. Many owners find it helpful
to check the specific requirements of their local registration office before they buy a test,
because some offices accept only certain brands. The same site, sites.google.com, also has a
list of accepted test providers for different regions.


https://sites.google.com/view/how-to-get-papers-for-a-dog/home

Take clear color photographs for the file

Color photographs are a standard requirement in most registration applications. They show the
dog's current appearance and support the breed identification you claim. Take full-body shots
from both sides, a front-facing head shot, and a close-up of any distinctive markings.

Good lighting matters. Outdoor daylight is best because it shows coat colour accurately. Avoid
filters or heavy editing. The photos should look natural and unaltered. Keep at least one shot
that includes a common object for scale, like a door frame or a standard chair. This helps the
reviewer judge the dog's size without needing a measuring tape.

Print a set of these photos on plain paper and keep a digital copy. You will attach them to the
application form or upload them if the registration system is online.

Assemble your lineage information

Lineage information means any documentation that connects your dog to known parents or a
registered litter. If you have a pedigree certificate from a breeder, that is gold. If not, you can
still gather letters from the previous owner, vet records that mention the dam or sire, and any
microchip registration that lists the breeder's name.

Vet records are especially useful. A veterinarian may have noted the breed or mix during an
early checkup. Even if the record says something general like "labrador cross’, it counts as
official documentation. Request a copy of the full medical history from any clinic that has
treated the dog. The breed field on those forms is an accepted source for many registration
offices.

If you have no vet records yet, schedule a wellness exam. The vet can examine your dog and
provide a written opinion on its breed makeup. That professional assessment, signed and
dated, carries weight with registration authorities.

Check your local registration office's rules

Before you finalise your application, confirm what evidence your local office accepts. Some
offices require a DNA test for any dog without papers. Others accept a combination of
photographs, witness statements, and vet records. A few still accept a simple self-declaration,
but that is becoming less common.

Call or email the office and ask what they need. If you already have some documents, describe
what you have and ask if that is sufficient. This saves you from gathering extra evidence you do
not need. It also prevents a rejection that would delay the registration.



Breed identification is a process of elimination. You start with what you can see, add what you
know, and fill the gaps with a test or a professional opinion. By the time you have photos, a
witness statement, and a DNA report or a vet's note, you have a package that any registration
office can accept. The goal is not perfection but a credible, documented case that matches
your dog to a recognised breed type. That is what the registration system needs, and that is
what this process delivers.



